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HE Merchant, the Manufacturer, and the 
Sailor, who at firſt View appear to have 
the greateſt Intereſt in Trade, will, upon 
Examination, be found not to be ſo deeply con- 
cerned in its well or ill being as the Landholder, 
whoſe Intereſt ſeems more remote, and who (with 
Sorrow it muſt be ſaid) too often by his Indiffe- 
rence gives occaſion to ſuſpect, that he thinks he 
hath no concern in it at all. | Porte” ot 
The former are not fixt to a Country; their 
Effects are all Moveables, vended in many Parts 
of the World; if they are oppreſſed in one Place, 
they can ſoon pack up and fly to another, where 
greater Freedoms invite them ; they may indeed 
be bound by Leaſes of Lands or Houſes, but 
Parchment Chains ſeldom prevent deſpairing Fugi- 
tives: Therefore the Number of People in any 
Country, as well as their Well-being, depends in- 


tirely on Trade. 
The Land-holder hath an immoveable Proper- 
ty, valuable only to ſome few of his Neighbours 
or Countrymen, the Produce of which if Trade 
carries not off, nor brings in People to conſume, 
but on the contrary by its Decay drives the 
Conſumers away, his Tenants muſt decay, 

break, fly, his Lands be untenanted; he ma 
indeed ſell at one Price or another, but when 
the bulk of his Neighbours are in as bad a Si- 
tuation as himſelf, and all Rents declining, the 
A232 Value 
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Value of untenanted Farms and empty Houſes muſt 
be very low. 

The Traders are indeed the firſt pinched, but 
then they have the firſt Warning to avoid the Ca- 
lamity, which coming but by degrees to the Ulti- 
mate, the Land-holders, they are the longer lull- 
ed in a deceitful Security. 

Who then is the moſt oncechba 1 in point of In- 
tereſt with regard to Trade, he whoſe Property is 
in Moveables, who hath the firſt Warning, and 
the greateſt Choice of Purchaſers ; or he whoſe 
Property is immoveable, who feels not the Dan- 
per until it is far advanced, bath the leaſt Choice 
of Purchaſers, and thoſe declining ones too, like 
himſelf? 

As Men are ſaid: naturally to purſue their own 
Intereſt, this Indifference in our Land-holders is 
monſtrous. Is it Pride which makes them think 
the Subject beneath them? All foreign Courts 
are now ſtudying Ut: n 48 Is it the Fear 
that the Subject is too intricate ? A little Atten- 
tion will make it as eaſy to them as to Foreign 
ers. Is it their Places that engroſs all their Time? 
What they think they get by theſe, they may 
doubly loſe in their Lands. Ts it their Pleaſures 
they now make their chief Buſineſs ? Alas! they 
are paying very dear for them, and deſervedly 
100, if that is the Caſe. "Theſe Cauſes may affect 
ſome few, but the general one I take to be the 
Craft, Covetouſneſs, or falſe Notions of Intereſt 
in our Anceſtors, wha thought to lay the Burden 
of Taxes as remote as poſlible from their Lands b 
laying them on Trade, and to buttreſs that up by 
Probjbitions ; ; both which have had quite contrary 
Effects, and their Children's Feet are catched in 
the Traps their Forefathers laid for others ; which 


cynical Spirit, it is to be feared, is not yet quite 
worn out, 


To 


er v 
To remove all falſe Prejudices with Regard to 
Trade, from our Land-holders, to point out to 
them their true Intereſt, to clear a plain eaſy Sub- 
ject from the Imputation of Intricacy, to remove 
thoſe deſtructive Piſtinctions without any differ- 
ence of landed and trading Intereſts, or to ſum up 
all, to prove the ſtrong Connection in point of 
Intereſt, between Land and Trade, is the Occa- 
ſion of publiſhing this Eſfay. | 
An Attempt is here made to ſhew the Symp- 
toms of our Decay, the Difficulties and Diſcou- 
ragements our Trade at preſent labours under, by 
which only Foreigners can rival us, the prodigi- 
ous artificial Value we thereby put upon our Gods 
to the hindrance of their Sale abroad; the fictiti- 
ous Value they make in the Rents the Land- 


holder now receives, compared with the real Value 


a Free-Trade would make; the great natural Ad- 


vantages our Country is bleſſed with ſuperior to 
any Nation in Europe, the Means proper to pre- 
| ſerve theſe by unburdening our Trade, which will 


employ our Poor, increaſe the Stock of People, 
and increaſe our Riches ; all which muſt terminate 
in increaſing the Value of Lands. 


As of all the Methods of raiſing Taxes on the | 


People, the eaſieſt and moſt equal muſt naturally 


raiſe the moſt Money and the feweſt Murmurs ; a 
Propoſal is here offered to the Conſideration of the 
Publick, for one Tax on the voluntary Conſumers 
of ſuperfluous Luxuries, to ſupply all our preſent, 
poſitive, and involuntary Taxes, without their ill 
Conſequences, more eaſy, more equal, ſpeedier 
raiſed, productive of more Money, which will 
every Year bring in large Sums to carry on the 
preſent War, at the ſame time reſtore Trade and 
increaſe the Value of our Lands.. 

The Conſideration of our numerous N onopo- 
lies naturally led to an Enquiry into the nature of 
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Value of untenanted Farms and empty Houſes muſt 
de very low. 

The Traders are indeed the firſt pinched; but 
they they have the firſt Warning to avoid the Ca- 
lamity, which coming but by degrees to the Ulti- 
mate, the Land-holders, they are the —_ lull- 
ed in a deceitful Security 7 
MWho then is the moſt Lacerkda1 in point of In- 
tereſt with regard to Trade, he whoſe Property is 
in- Moveables, who hath the firſt Warning, and 


the greateſt Choice of Purchaſers ; or he whoſe 
Property is immoveable, who feels not the Dan- 
ger until it is far advanced, hath the leaſt Choice 
of error and thoſe declining ones too, like 


himſelf ? 
As Men are ſaid naturally to purſue their own | 


Intereſt, this Indifference in our Land-holders is 


Won dns Is it Pride which makes them think 


the Subject beneath them? All foreign Courts 
are now ſtudying it attentively. - Is it the Fear 


that the Subject is too intricate? A little Atten- 
tion will make it as eaſy to them py to Forei 


ers. Is it their Places that engroſs all their Time:! : 
What they think they get by theſe, they may 


doubly loſe in their Lands. Is it their Pleaſures 


they now make their chief Buſineſs ? Alas! they 


are paying very dear for them, and deſervedly 
-$00, if that is the Caſe. Theſe Cauſes may affect 


ſome few, but the general one I take to be the 
Craft, Covetouſneſs, or falſe Notions of Intereſt 
in our Anceſtors, who thought to lay the Burden 
of Taxes as remote as poſſible from their Lands by 
laying them on Trade, and to buttreſs that up by 
Probibirions ; ; both which have had quite contrary 
Effects, and their Children's Feet are catched in 
the Traps their Forefathers laid for others; which 


cynical Spirit, it is to be feared, 18 not yet quite 
worn out. 


To 
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To remove all falſe Prejudices with Regard to 
Trade, from our Land-holders, to point out to- 
them their true Intereſt, to clear a plain eaſy Sub- 


ject from the Imputation of Intricacy, to remove 


thoſe deſtructive Diſtinctions without any differ- 
ence of landed and trading Intereſts, or to ſum up 
all, to prove the ſtrong Connection in point of 
Intereſt, between Land and Trade, is the Occa- 
ſion of publiſhing this Eſſay. 3 99 85 
An Attempt is here made to ſhew the Symp- 
toms of our Decay, the Difficulties and Diſcou- 
ragements our Trade at preſent labours under, by 
which only Foreigners can rival us, the prodigi- 
ous artificial Value we thereby put upon our Gods 
to the hindrance of their Sale abroad; the fictiti- 
ous Value they make in the Rents the Land- 
holder now receives, compared with the real Value 
a Free- Trade would make; the great natural Ad- 
vantages our Country is bleſſed with ſuperior to 
any Nation in Eurepe, the Means proper to pre- 


ſerve theſe by unburdening our Trade, which will 
_ employ eur Poor, increaſe the Stock of People, 


and increaſe our Riches ; all which muſt terminate 
in increaſing the Value of Lands. 5 
As of all the Methods of raiſing Taxes on the 

People, the eaſieſt and moſt equal muſt naturally 
raiſe the moſt Money and the feweſt Murmurs ; a 
Propoſal is here offered to the Conſideration of the 
Publick, for one Tax on the voluntary Conſumers 
of ſuperfluous Luxuries, to ſupply all our preſent, 
poſitive, and involuntary Taxes, without their ill 
Conſequences, more eaſy, more equal, ſpeedier 
raiſed, productive of more Money, which will 
every Year bring in large Sums to carry on the 
preſent War, at the. ſame time reſtore Trade and 
increaſe the Value of our Lands.. | | 
The Conſideration of our numerous Monopo- 
lies naturally led to an Enquiry into the nature of 
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2 Free- Port Trade, as well as the ſtrong Preju- 
dices now ſubſiſting againſt it; and though a dif- 
ference in Opinion will herein be found with ſeve - 
ral great Men who have wrote on this Subject, yet 
it is not intended to caſt any Reflection on their 
Memories, or leſſen that Eſteem which their paſt 
Endeavours for their Country's Good juſtly intitle 
them to; but only to ſet the Subject in that ge- 
neral Light they ſeem not to have viewed it in, and 
put it to the ſtrongeſt Trial it is capable of. 
Perhaps it may be wondered at, that no Bounty 
ſhould be propoſed as a Means to reſtore Trade, 
but if a Free-Port will gain us all thofe Trades we 
are naturally capable of, it will appear to be itſelf 
the greateſt Bounty, and in endeavouring to force 


Nature, the ExpEnce is certain, but the Succeſs 


doubtful. 


As an impartial Search after Truth was the Au- 


thor's ſole Motive for writing upon this Subject, 
ſo he deſires the Reader to be aſſured that he has 
not publiſhed any thing but what appears to him 
as ſuch; and as an earneſt of his Sincerity, he de: 
clares, that whatever Miſtakes are proved to be 
committed, no Perfon ſhall be more willing to re- 
tract, or more gratefal for the Fayour of better 
Information, and which he will not fail to own 


--*, whenever this Eſſay ſhall be found to deſerve an- 


other Edition. If the ſeveral Propoſals here of- 
fered for the reſtoring our Trade, and therewith 
the Value of our Lands, ſhall appear to be found- 
ed on Reaſon and the nature of Commerce, he 

flatters himſelf there is Virtue and 2 Spirit e- 
nough left in the Nation to carry them into Exe- 


cution; which, whether done or not, ſignifies no 


more to him than to any other Perſon whatever, 
except the Deſire of a Portion of that heart-felt 

oy which thoſe obtain, wboſe Labours are bleſ- 
ſed with their Country's Good. 


AN 


on the Causrs af the Ds ITT NE of the 


FOREIGN TRADE. 


fined to' be, its Exports and Imports of 
Commodities to and from other Coun- 


T HE ForeigwTrade of Britain may be de- 


tries, with the Navigation and Intercourſe of Ex- 
changes thereby cauſed. 6 


The general Meaſures of the Trade of Eurme 
at preſent, are Gold and Sitver,. which, although 


they are ſometimes Commodities, yet are the ulti- 
mate Objects of Trade; and the more or leſs of 
| theſe Metals a Nation retains, it is denominated 


Rich or Poor. 
Thoſe. Nations that have no Mines of Gold andk 


Silver, have no Means to get them but by Foreign 


Trade, and according to the Degrees of thoſe 
Metals they retain, the Prices of their Gommo- 


dities, the Numbers of their People, and there- 
Vith the Value of their Lands riſe and fall in pro- 


50 tion. 


1 herefore if the Exports of Britain exceed its 


Imports, Foreigners muſt pay the Balance in Trea- 
ſure, and the Nation grow Rich. 


But if the Imports of Britain exceed i its Exports, 


wie muſt pay Foreigners the Balance ia Treafure,. 
and the Nation grow Pocr. 


The: 


8 n EssAx on the Cauſes of the 


The Imports cannot exceed the Exports in any 
Country where the Trade is free, eſpecially if 
the Country abounds with Home Commodities, 
becauſe theſe not being raiſed to artificial Prices by 
Taxes, muſt be ſo cheap to the Inhabitants, that 
forgign Commodities could not anſwer the Charges 
of tranſporting for the Conſumption of ſuch a 
Country, unleſs the People exported ſo much of 
their beſt Commodities as to want, or content 
themſelves with a Supply of inferior ones from 
other Nations; ſo that the chief Imports ofa 


for the Conſumption of the People, until they 
make room for them with Advantage to them- 
ſelves, but muſt be either Materials to be manu- 
factured, which will afterwards be re- ex ported in 
Goods improved by the Peoples Labor at leaſt 


crealing thereby. a Nation's Treaſure in propor- 
tion; or elſe Goods to lay up in Store-houſes, for 
it deing the Intereſt of Merchants to buy any 
Commodities that offer in cheap times to ſell again 
when the Markets are advanced, Part of ſuch Im- 
ports, although they be Luxuries „as moſt of our 
ſadia Goods are, and purchaſed with Treaſure, 
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Exports, and beſides paying for what is conſumed 
at home, do bring in plenty of Treaſure, as was 


which Holland is at preſent an Example, although 
it ' affords neither Corn, Naval Stores; or Mate- 
rials of Manufacture to ſubſiſt the eighth Part of 


of Hench Wines and Brandies, yet becauſe its 

Trade is almoſt free, its Merchants bring the Ba- 
_— in its favour with almoſt all Countries. 

The Barometer of Trade between any two Na- 

| tions is the Courſe of th ne Exchange, the Nation 

ee As over- 


Free-Port Trade in a fruitful Country; cannot be 


twice, it may be ten times their firſt Coſt, in- 


do become at ſome time or other advantageous 


the Caſe of our Eaſt- India Trade formerly : Of 


its People; although it conſumes great Quantities 


Lake 
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over-balanced having always its Money under- 
value. 
The Barometer of the debe Trade of a Na- 


tion is its Mint, if plenty of Treaſure is brought 
in, and little carried out; part of it will be con⸗ 


tinually coining, and much new Money will ap- 


pear, the certain Na of a fouriſhing Trade. 


But if much Treaſure be brought in, yet more 


be carried out, the Mint muſt lie idle, little new 


Money will appear, the ſure Sign of a decaying. 


Trade. 


That the Foreign Trade of Britain declines, will , 


appear by the following Symptoms. 


The many Petitions to Parliament complaining N 


of the Decay of the Woollen Manufactory. 


The ſtarving Condition the Poor are reduced to 


in the Cloathing Countries. 


The low Price of Wool. 
The long Credit Shop-keepers take: 
The great Numbers of Bankrupts. 


The Exchange being againſt us this Feb. 35 


1740, to Places where formerly it was for us, 
viz. Hamburgh, Holland, Venice, and Genoa. 
The Exchange being more againſt us with 


France, than in the times of open Trade, although 


its Goods are loaded with ſuch high Duties as a- 


mount almoſt to a Prohibition. 


The Exchange being leſs or us with Pirtural 


than it was during Queen Anne's War, although we. 
had Troops and Subſidies to pay there. 


The great Exportation of Bullion. 


The Mint's lying idle, little or no new Coin. 
appearing. 


The * Scareity of Moby, eſpecially 811 


ver. 
The great Aer of Rent the Tenants are in 


all over England, which te hog wy cart N 


com plain of. 


The 


Va 
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The great Numbers of Farms thrown upon the 
Landlords Hands. | 

The vaſt Increaſe of the Poors Rates. 

. Theſe Symptoms of the Decline of our Foreign 
Trade being ſo very plain, the Cauſes are the 
Things to be found out, and then the Remedy 
may be eaſy. It is a Maxim in Philoſophy, Take 
away the Cauſe, and the Effect will ceaſe; but we 
have troubled our Heads ſo little of late Days with 
this good Maxim, that our Remedies of high 
Taxes, Prohibitions and Penal Laws, have been 
applied to ſtop Effects, while the Cauſes have ne- 
ver been thought on, and ſince they have not had 
any Succeſs, or ever can in our preſent Circum- 
ſtances, and would appear needleſs were the Cau- 
ſes underſtood and removed: I ſhall attempt to 
 ſhew what are, 


I. The Cauſes of the Decline of our Foreign 4 


Trade. 

II. The . why the Decline of Forcign 
Trade finks the Value of Lands. 

{NL Offer lome Means to reſtore both. 


PART 5 


The Cauſes of the Decline of our F oreign 
Trade will appear to be, 

I. Our preſent Taxes, ſome of which are une- 
qual, and all of them fraught with oppreſſive Con- 
ſequences. 

II. Monopolies, whereby the Many are oppreſ. 
led for the Gain of a Few. 

III. III judged Laws. : 

1V. Our large National Debt. 


or preſent Taxes, conſiſting of iſt, the 
Stamp - Duties; 2dly, the Window-Tax ; zdly, the 
C:al- lax; — the Land. Tax; sthly, the Salt- 


| Duty; 
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Duty ; 6thly, the Exciſes on Sope, Candles, Leather, 
&c. 7thly, and laſtly, the 8 the oppreſſive 
Conſequences of which I ſhall endeauour to ſhew.. 

_ Firſt, The Stamp-Duiy. 
This ſeems to be a Hardſhip on the oppreſſed, 

for if Knaves defraud honeſt People of their Pro- 
perty, theſe laſt are deterred from endeavouring to 
recover it by this exceſſive Tax on Law, and a 
poor Man ſuing for 20 J. pays the fame Stamp-Du- 
ties as a rich Man who hos for 20000 J. which. 
greatly prevents the Poor, and oftentimes the 
Rich, from recovering their juſt Rights. 

N. B. Tis ſubmitted, whether to prevent For- 
geries, it would not de better to continue the 
Stamps on Bonds, Deeds, &c. at a moderate: 
Rate, and only take them off Law Proceedings; 
alſo to continue them on Cards and Dice. 

Secondiy, The Window-Tax.. 
his is ſo unequal, That a Man of roooZ. Ca- 

pital, bred to a Buſineſs that abſolutely requires: 

Room, yet if his Houſe has thirty Windows in it, 
he muſt pay as much as the richeſt Duke in the 


Kingdom, whole Income may be, exceeds. forty: 
times the others Capital. 


Thirdly, The Coul-T ax. 


Gee, on Trade, in Page 103, "EY that Coal 
brought to London, pay about 10 s. per Chaldron, 
4% 2 
* Waret-born to the other: Parts of 4 
Kingdom, i 
Ditto, Exported to Foreigners, 7: 

This. favours Foreigners more than our own 
People „more eſpecially the Inhabitants of Londen 
and its. Neighbourhood, who pay about 75. more 
Duty per Chaldron than Foreigners, ſo that we. 
hereby. encourage them to under-work the. Lon- 
mers more immediately in Iron Wares, and ſome- 
thing likewiſe in all Manufactories where Coalt are: 


uſcd. 
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uſed. A Tax on a Commodity” of ſuch general 
Uſe to the Poor as well as the Rich, muft, like 
our Exciſes, à add to the Pearfleſs 'of t the” Poor's 
Living, raiſe the Wag, 77 of their Labour, and the 
Price of m FUR Joods , which likewiſe i in- 
ſenſibly affe ts HE Rleh: But WH can expreſs the 
Fardſhips and Miſeries of the Poor when hard 
Winters (ſuch as that in January 1739-40) raiſe 
the Price of Cual exceſſivel 
on them {till adding to the « preffion? 1 
Huribly, The Land- Tar. . e 


This being now at 4s. in the Pound, is end by: 
ſme to the full, but by many not above 25. in 


the Pound, and that without any Reaſon, but be-" 
cauſe the Eſtates happen to be in different Coin.” 
ries, which were variouſly affected to a new King 
when the preſent Aſſeſſment was made, whereby 
ſome Members of the Community being ever 


fines put undeſervedly i in a worſe Condition than 


others, are a'dead' Weight againſt even our moſt? 
neceſſary enlarged Expences; wrong Police that 
increaſes Diſſenſion always 1 in times of Diſk 20 
This Tax has beſides been attended with a very 


bad Conſequence to the Nation, in having made a 
Diſtinction where there is no Difference, 'viz. of | 
Landed and Trading Intereſts. Country Gentlemen, 
finding the Land- Tax a heavy Burden on them, 
thought to eaſe themſelves by loading the Trader, 
whom they looked upon with a jealous Eye, think- 
ing his Situation eaſier, whereby that - Trade which 
had raiſed the Value of their Eſtates, and which 

only could ſupport the increaſed Value, being de- 


prived of their Protection, and cramp'd with 
Duties without Mercy on all Occaſions, has in- 
deed been brought ſufficiently low, and is bring- 


ing down with it the Rents of their Lands; and” 
they may ſee the fatal Error when it is perhap: my 


too late, Trade being like a coy Dame, difficult 
to be brought back when lighted, Mr. 


„ and yet a havy Tax 
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Mr. Loc he, in his Conſiderations of the Conſequences 
of the lowerr'g of Intereſt, and raiſin ing the Value of My-" 
ney, page 86, aſſerts it to be arr undoubted Truth, 
That he Ci. e. 'the Land-holder) is more concerned int 
F rade, and ought to take-a greater care that it be well 

managed, than-even the Merchant himſelf; for he will- 
ce . find that when a Decay has carried away one 

Part of our Money out of the Kingdom, and 'the other 
is kept in the Merchants or Tradeſmens Hands, that no 
Laws he can make, nor any little Arts of fhifting Pro- 
perty among ourſelves, will bring it back to him agam ; 
but his Rents will fall, and his Tncome every Day 4 


ſen, fill general Induſiry and Frugality, joined to a 


well ordered- Trade, ſball reftore to the Kingdom the 
Riches and Wealth it had formerly. | 

' Fiſthly, The Sar Turk. 

This 1 is collected with the greateſt ede of 
any, in proportion to its Amount, conſequently 
is more grievous to the Subject, and leſs beneficial 
to the Government: Is attended with more per- : 
nicious Conſequences than any ſingle Tax, for it 
has an univerſal Influence on all Manufactures, by 
laying great Hardſhips on the working Poor, whole | 
chief Food is Bacon and falted Fleſh, and who in 


many Places are forced to lay in a Stock of ſalted 


Proviſions for the Winter: The ſame with reſpect 
to the Farmers all over the Kingdom: Is prejudi- 
cial alſo to our Navigation, by enhancing the Ex- 
pence of Victualling of Ships, which raiſe the 
Freights on Engliſp Bottoms, to the great Advan- 
tage "of Foreigners; or forces the Merchants to 
victual abroad, to the great Damage of our Lands 1 
prevents even the very Improvement of our Lands, 
Salt being the beſt Manure, and on account of its 
eaſy Catriage the cheapeſt. But the greateſt Pre- 
judice of all is, its preventing the Improvement 
of our Herring-Fiſhery, that great Nurſery of Sea- 
men, vy — irs Expences to the great Pre- 
ut 
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fit of the Dutch; for tho* we allow a Bounty om 
exported Fiſh, yet the Home-Conſumption, which. 
would be a vait Help to promote the Fiſhery, be- 
ing taxed, has made the Trade languiſh, and little 
is done either for the Home or Foreign Demand: 
And notwithſtanding that this Article of . cured: 
Herrings is fo neceſſary for the Support of the 
working Poor, yet are they loaded with ſo heavy 
a, Duty, as makes them too chargeable a Morſel 
for the Poor to encourage the Fiſhery. 


The States. General. in their Proclamation dated. 


in the Hague, 19 July, 1624, call the Great Fiſh- 
ing, and catching Herrings, the chiefet Trade and 
principal Gold Mine of the United Provinces, where- 
by many thouſands of Houfholds, Families, Handicrafts,. 
T. ades and Occupations, are ſet on work, well main«- 
tained, and proſper, eſpecially the Sailing and. Naviga- 


tion, as well within as without theſe Countries, is kept 


in great Eſtimation. ED $22 


Should fo beneficial a Trade that well maintains 


Handicrafts, Trades, c, and keeps in great Eſti- 
mation a Navigation, ſhould ſuch a Trade as this, 
I ſay, be obſtructed for the ſake of a paltry Tax, 


that produces but about 1 50000 1. per Annum neat: 


to the Government? Have we loſt all our Senſes, 
and ſhall we leave the Dutch unrivall'd for ever in- 


2 Trade, which they declare to be a principal Gold: 
Mine, and yet is the neglected Produce of our 


own Coaſts? 
 _Sixthly, The Exciſes. 


ſo largely treated on already by our greateſt Poli- 


tical Authors: And as the Intent of this Eſſay is 
only to ſet Things in the ſingle Point of View | 
which relates to Trade, I ſhall conſider them no 
OR - otherwiſe 
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Tho? the Exciſes on Sope, Carales, Leather, & e. 
by their manner of raiſing are ſo diſagreeable to 

the Nation in general, that any Invective againſt 
them at this Time would be needleſs, having been 
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Decline of the Fox REIN TRADE. 1 
otherwiſe than as Taxes on Commodities, but 
attempt to ſhew the augmentative Faculty of al! 
ſuch Taxes, and the great Prejudice they do to 
Trade; fox whatever raiſes the Neceſſaries of Life, 
raiſes Labour, and of Courſe the Price of eve 
Thing that is produced by Labour. And it will 


| be made appear hereafter by a. Calculation of the 


oppreſſive Conſequences of the Exciſes, &c. that 

they almoſt treble- themſelves to the People for- 

what they raiſe. to the Government; and it is to 
be feared it would appear much more, if we could 
go to the Bottom of the Oppreſſion, and if it be: 
conſidered that Tradeſmen in a Country, by their 
mutual Dependance on each other, are like Wheels, 
in a Machine, in which if one is touched, the others 
are affected. Amidſt ſo many trading Movers, to 
what Degree the Oppreſhon is increas'd, is im- 
poſſible to know, nor muſt we be ſtartled at the 
largeneſs of ſuch Calculations as beiag. too great 
for us to pay, for being circulated chiefly among 
ourſelves, and going, out by Dribblets we hardly 
perceive them; but yet are ſurprized to find Wa- 
ges and Neceſſaries grow dearcr and dearer, becauſe 
ſew uſe themſelves to conſider the Immenſity of 
ſuch collected Advances in ſmall Sums ; but if we 


compare the difference of the Price of Neceſſaries 


between England and France, we ſhall find that dif- 
ference plainly accounting for the vaſt Amount of 
the Conſequences of our Taxes; nor can it be a 
Trifle that makes ſuch a fruitful Country as Eng- - 
land is, fo dear, and its Trade decline ſo faſt ; for 
our working People being forced to purchaſe the 
Neceſſaries of Life dear, muſt work dear to live, 
until their willing working Hands are quite tied up 
by Foreigners, who live leſs taxed, and of courſe 
work cheaper, fo that they muſt and do underſell 
us at all Markets for manufactured Goods, where 
they come in Competition with us, and in Time 

per muſt 
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oft ſtop! all ſuch Exports.. And I appeal to the 
25 perience of every honeſt Man converſant in, 
'F 8, whether it does not decline Year after Lear, 
more eſpecially our Wollen Trade, which has been 
imated to be as neceſſary to us as Bread is to the 
Life of Man, for our dearer Goods muſt lie unſold 
or be ſold with Loſs, which muſt ſtop or break our 
Merchants; they our Clothiers and Weavers; theſe 
laſt their Joumeymen, who mult either ſtarve, turn 
Beggars, Thieves, or fly to our Enemies and help 
them to ruin us the faſter, which has happened too 
much of late Years, Oppreſs Trade, and the 
Generality of the common People be come miſe- 
rable and burdenſom to the Rich, every little acci- 
dental Slackening of Trade erbaſes that wretch 
ed Number, as the following Caſe will fully Wuf-- 
tr _—_ 

A poor Man either by hard Weather, the dead' 
time of the Year in his particular Trade (for all 
Trades have ſuch times) Sickneſs, or various other 
Accidents cannot work, but having ſaved ten good 
Sbillings is determined to allow himſelf only bare 
Neceſſaries, which if untaxed, might coſt about 
44d. per Day ; his Money then will hold thirty Days.. 
Hhnut if Neceſſaries are advanced by the Conſe- 
quences of our Taxes 2d per Day on his Conſump- 
tion, in that Caſe 6 d. per Day is only equal to the 
above 4 d. for his Maintenance, and he can then: 
hold out but twenty Days, and is forced the earlier 
by ten Days (in which poſſibly he might get Em-- 
ploy ment) to ſtarve, beg, or ſteal, 

Abſolute Starving, we muſt hope, ſeldom or ne- 
ver happens amongſt ſo humane a People as the 
Englyh, but want of Neceſſaries may fo impair a 
per Man's Health that he may never recover it, 
and then an uſeful Subject, part of the Riches of 
a the Nation, is loſt. | 


% 


Begging 


1 
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Begging but ten Days learns the poor Man an 
idle Way of Life that few ever get rid of, and 
then inſtead of an uſeful Subject he becomes abur⸗ 


denſom; und oftentimes a villainous one. 


Stealing, whereby he becomes the Bane of Sol 


eiety, and not contented with injuring his Neigh- 


bour in his Property, is prompted ſometimes to 


take away his Life; and in both Caſes expoſes 
himſelf to be cut off by the Hand of Juſtice. 


Every way a Loſs to the Nation 
In all theſe Caſes the poor Man may have a 
large Family of Children, adding Miſery to Miſery. 
Encourage but Trade by knocking off one of 


thoſe Fetters, its Exciſe, and the- Children of the 


Poor will be trained up to Labour, become uſe- 


ful induſtrious Subjects, live comfortably as Jour- 
neymen, or perhaps as Maſters, and contribute 
their Aſſiſtance to add more Power to the Nation, 


and help to eaſe the Rich of their Taxes; for the 
greater number of Individuals there are in a Coun- 


try capable of paying, the leſs the Tax will be on 
each of them if equ ly laid. It is the Intereſt of 
the Rich'to let the Poor be able to ger Money for 


their Aſſiſtance, for by preventing them, they 
bring the greater Weight on their own Shoulders; 
for theſe Oppreſſions do not ſtop with the Poor, 
but extend like a Plague to the Rieh and the Noble, 


whoſe Fortunes inſenſibly moulder away by them; 


are the chief Cauſes of the preſent declining Con- 
dition of their Tenants, that great Increaſe of the 


Poor's Tax the Nation now labours under, Which 
in ſome Places has lately been at above 85. in the 


Pound, and muſt by degrees inevitably ſink the 

Value of their Eſtates, until one Ruin involves all. 
Several Authors have thought Exciſes and Land- 
Taxes to be the moſt equal Methods of raiſing 
Supplies, but, if ſtrictly attended to, they wilt 
appear far otherwiſe; any thing poſitive and invo- 
lugtary 
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— cannot avoid Oppreſſion, which Humani 


ſhould always make the firſt Conſideration in raif- 
ing Money from the People, and good Policy the 


ſecond, in order to prevent Evafion and Fraud, 
. the Children of Oppreſſion. 


A working Bachelor pays the Exciſe, Se. on 


"FS his own Shoes only. 


A working Married- -Man does the fame for bn 


: ſelf, the fame for his Wife, the fame for his five 


Sons, the fame for his five Daughters; twelve in 


; Famil 


A Landed Bachelor of 1000 l. per Annum, when 


the Land ax is at 25. pays 1001. 


A Landed Married - Man of the fame Eſtate does 


me ſame, having a Wife and ten Children. 


Will any one fay in theſe Caſes that the Exciſe 
on Leather, and the Land-Tax, are equal Taxati- 
ons? In the firſt Caſe, is not the Oppreſſion in- 
creaſed twelve Articles to one; and in the ſecand, 


at leaſt four to one? For the Landed Married-Man, 
with ſuch a Family, cannot, ſhould not live more 
comfortably on his whole Eſtate, than the Bache- 
lor can do on the Quarter of his; and how are the 


Landed Gentlemen that are married e 
who are in both Caſes ? 
And here it may not be improper to examine 


the Inconveniencies of a Poll Tax, ſuch as the States 


of Holland iſſued, an Ordonnance on the 28th of 


March, 1742, for eſtabliſhing : In the Preamble 


to which it is faid, That the Safety of the Country, 


and its ' Inhabitants, requiring a greater Number of 


Troops to be kept up than ordinary, their Noble and High 
Mig htineſſes have been obliged io ſearch for the mo? _ 
per Means to provide for the Expences of that Augmen- 


tation, and they have not found any more fitting they the 


Eſtubliſpment of a Poll-Tax, MEE: to the Abi 
Ities of every one. 4 
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The firſt Claſs is of thoſe who earn, ſpend, or poſe 


fefs an Income of 


600 eee aut of which they ſhall pay 6 H. to th Tar. 
700 Ditto lorins 4000 Fhrins 75 Hurint 
800 Ditto. 12 Ditto 4500 Ditto go Ditto 
1090 Ditta 15 Ditto 5000. Ditto 120 Dito 
1200 Dittz 18 Ditto Soo Ditto 140 Ditto 
1500 Ditto 25 Ditto 7000 Ditto 190 Ditto 
2000 Ditto 32 Ditto 8000 Ditto 180 Ditto 
2500 Ditto 40 Ditto. goco Ditto 200 Ditto 
3000 Ditto 50 Ditio 10000. Ditte. 250 Ditto 
3500 Ditto 63 Ditto 12600 Ditto 300 Ditto 
and ſo on, . ing on the Foot WR 50 Hlorins, * 


very 2000 Florins Income. 


| With due reſpect to thele Noble tad 1 High Mig | 
tineſſes, I ſhall beg leave to repeat what I = 
juſt before aſſerted, viz. that any thing poſitive and 
invol cannot avoid Oppreſlion, &c. and add 
a few Remarks on this Poll-Tax to ſupport that 
Aſſertion. 
1, It is unequal, conſequently unjuſt and op- 
reſſive. 
F By this Tax a married Man of 600 Florins In- 
come, with ſix, eight, or ten Children, whoſe Fa- 
mily is ſo numerous that his Income is ſcare-ſyffici- 
ent to maintain them, and who at the Year's end has. 
hardly one Florin left, is to pay the ſame as a Bache- 
lor, wko hath only himſelf to maintain, and per- 
haps lays up ſixty Florins a Lear: What Injuſtice 
and Oppreſſion is here? Six Florins are exacted 
from one Man, who has not conveniently, cannot 
have one to ſpare, and no more from another who 
can ſpare ſixty; and yet this is not the worſt View 
this Tax is capable of being put in, for, ſuppoſe 
the Bachelor's 600 Florins Income to ariſe from 
the Intereſt of his Stocks in Holland or England, 
and the married Man's by his Labour ; „ Bo a 
| er 


* 


* 
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farther ſhocking piece of Injuſtice, whereby In. 
duſtry. and Idleneſs are put on the ſame Footing. 
2dly, It injures Trade, conſequentiy impove- 
—_— a Country. 
By raiſing the Prices of? Labour and goods; 
for a Man who earns by his Trade 600 Florins a 
Year, and whoſe numerous Family conſumes the 
whole: if fix Florins are cated from him, he 
muſt raiſe. them by advancing the Prices of his 
Labour or his Goods; elſe he cannot live, and 
the dearer Goods grow, the leſs vendible they 
are, conſequently the leſs Trade this Man will 
have; ſo that this Tax increaſes his Expences, 
and at the ſame time leſſens his Income; if this 
is not Oppreſlion, . I know not what is. 

All Taxes on Neceffaries or Trade do the ſame. 

- 3dhy, It tends to corrupt the Manners of the 
People. conſequently to make them tumultuous 
and leſs goyernable.. 

For being to Pay in proportibn to what they 
earn, ſpend, or poſſeſs, the juſt Value whereof is 
Impoſſible to be known but by themſelves, and to 
force them to a Declaration, an Oath is always 
impofed; which makes a Struggle between In- 
tereſt and Conſcience, an extreme wile ' Law, 
whereby an honeſt Man is put on a worſe Foot- 
ing than a perjured Knave : He that forſwears 

— pays leſs than his due and faves his Mo- 
„ but he that is conſcientious pays to the full; 
which latter ſuſpecting others to evade, is peaked 
at paying more than his Neighbours, and'won- 
ders why a falſe Oath ſhould' not ſit as eaſy on him 
as on ſo many others; wherebythe moſt ſolemn 
Pledge of Truth among Men becomes frequent- 
ly violated, is deſpis'd, diſregarded, and Intereſt 
rides triumphantover Conſcience, which latter being 
to Men as a Pike to keep out the Torrent of Vice, if 
once a thorough Breach, is made aDeluge of Iniquity 


enſucs, 


d 
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enſues, whereby all good Principles are drowned z 
And the more vicious Men grow, the pen they 
are to oppoſe Authority. os 

 Seventhly and laſtly, The Cuſtoms. 5 
Cuſtoms are Duties collected in Sea - Ports or | 
Frontier-Towns, by Authority of State, on Goods 
coming in or going out of a Country. 

All Authors agree that low Cuſtoms are one of 
the Cauſes of the great Trade of Holland. .. 
If low Cuſtoms cauſe great Trade, it follows 
that high Cuſtoms cauſe little Trade; which is 
comparatively. our Caſe now. _ 

If the lower the Cuſtoms the greater the Trade, 
no Cuſtoms or Free-Ports muft carry Trade to its 
utmoſt height; which Caſe might be ours. 
If low Cuſtoms have ſuch good Effects in Hol. 
land, which. hath the moſt natural Diſadvantages 
of any Country; a Free-Port muſt have the great- 
eſt and beſt Effect in Britain, whole natural Advan- 
tages are beyond any Countries! in Europe, as will 
be proved hereafter. 

That the above Obſerraiouis are foundedin Truth 
will appear, by ſhewing how Cuſtoms, eſpecially 
high ones, obſtruct the Trade of theſe Nations. 


Fir/t, They prevent our Country's young an Uni- 
verſal Storehouſe. 
Becauſe our Duties being ſo great an adjlitional 
Diſburſement to the firſt Coſt of the Goods, no 
Merchant will let ſo much of his Capital lie dead 
for Dnties here, when'he can have it all circulate 
ing in Commodities in other Countries ; nor .can 
ſuch Goods be re-exported, becauſe the Officers 
Fees in and out, which always remain, and the 
Intereſt of the Money lying dead for Duties paid 
(tho? they be moſtly drawn back) are ſo great a 
Charge (the natural Intereſt of Money being much 
| higher with us than in Holland). that the Goods 
cannot come near ſo crap from us to any foreign 


Market, 


bave, and hath higher Wages than moſt other 


22 An Essax on the Cauſes of the 


Market, as from a Free-Port where nothing is 
paid in or out; therefore they prevent our Coun- 
's having the beſt Choice of Goods at the cheap- 
Prices, to tempt our Cuſtomers : The great 


Duties on India Goods, diſcourage Foreigners buy- | 


ing at our Sales, who pay an extraordinary Charge 
of Commiſſion on that advanced Price, and are 


forced to lie ſome Months out of their Money for 


L-- Drawback ; beſides, the ftrift Rule of decla- 
ring Goods at the 
to every one each Tranſaction of Trade, and 
thereby prevents Shipping for foreign Ports ſuch 
Goods as are there prohibited, which deprives us 
of feveral beneficial Branches of Trade that are 
carried on from Holland, or Free-Ports , to the 
great Advantage of Foreigners. 


Secondly, They prevent the Increaſe of our Na- 


vigation 3 j 
By enhancing the Expences of building and na- 
vigating our Ships. 


Boards, Hemp, Flax, Sail- cloth, and Iron, pay- 


ing Duties, thoſe Materials muſt be dear, and ſe- 


veral Neceſſaries of Life paying ſome Cuſtoms 


(and ſome Exciſes) the Ship- builders Labour muſt 
be dear; alſo the Proviſions and Stores put on 
board the Ships. 


The Engliþþ Sailor paying o on his own and Fa- 
mily's Neceſlaries, Cuſtoms (and Exciſes) muſt 


Countries give. 

So that a Britih Veſſel built al As with 
dear Materials, by dear Labour, ſupplied with dear 
Stores, and navigated by Sailors at dear Wages, 
muſt have dear Freights, bring in all foreign Ne- 
cefſaries and Materials for Manufacture dear, and 
carry out all our own Products and Manufactures 
dear to foreign Markets, much to the Diſadvantage 
of their Sale. 


This 
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om- Houſe, makes publick | 
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val the Dutch, Hamburghers, &c. in the Greenland 
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This ſhews the Reaſon why we could never ri- 


Trade, the Navigation of the Bajtic#, or the Her- 
ring-Fiſhery, which being Trades carried on for 
ſmall Profits, our dear Navigation effectually ex- 


y- cludes us from making any Increaſe thoſe Ways. 


By not having an Univerſal Storehouſe, our 
Ships, like empty Houſes, lie by idle in our Har- 
boars, waiting Months for Freights, the Intereſt 
of the Money they coſt eating out their Profits ; 
or elſe are obliged to loſe their Time, and be at 
great Expences in going from one Port to ano- 


| ther to endeavour to get a Cargo. 


of 


Truly, They prevent the Increaſe of Sallors, 
the true Strength of this Nation. 
This is a Conſequence of the two laſt Remarks 


the largeſt, as the Voyages are the moſt various 
and extenſive, for tis no leſs than the Trade of 
the whole World, | 

As Cuſtoms are inconſiſtent with ſuch a Trade, 
of Courſe they debar us of that Increaſe of Sailors 
which muſt be neceſſary to carry it on, and who 
would protect us from, or carry Vengeance to, 


| thoſe Enemies that durſt inſult us. 
The Cuſtoms upon Foreign Salt, a Commodity 


ſo neceſſary to our Fiſhery, is likewiſe a great Pre- 
vention to the Increaſe of Sailors, the Numbers 
employed in Holland by their Fiſhery, are prodigi- 


-ous, I fear ours bear no compariſon. 
The Britiſb Sailor being forced by Cuſtoms and 


Exciſes to live dear, muſt have dear Wages, which 
excludes him from Employment wherever Fo- 


reigners can be legally had, to the great Diſcou- 


ragement of our Sailors and prevents their ** | 
OR: ET" A 


For no Trade breeds ſo many or ſo good Sailors, 
as the Free-Port and Carrying Trades, the Em- 
ployment being the greateſt, and the Experience 
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All this; i is not only deſtructive; to our Riches, 
but: alſo. to our Security, it being difficult in time 
of War to man our Navy, not improperly called 

our Floating Caſtles, and occaſions, that hard Cuf- 
tom of Preſſing, which puts a free - born Brizifh 
Sailor on the . wigs '&* A Turkiſh Slave; the 
Grand Signior cannot do a more abſolute. Act, than 
to order a Man to be dragged; away from his Fa- 
mily, and ; againſt his Will run his Head, before 
the Mouth of a Cannon; and if ſuch Acts ſhould 
be frequent. in Turkey upon any one Set of uſeful 
Men, would it not drive them away to other 
Countries, and thin their Numbers yearly ? and 
would not the remaining Few double or. treble 
| their Wages? which is the Caſe of our Sailors in 
Il | | time of War, to the great Dettimens of : our 
| ; 
F 


Trade and Manufactories. _ 
1  Fourthly, THY leſſen the Capital of our Mer. 
| 8 chants. . 1825 
1 Buy keeping a great Part of hos: Socks by them 
14 idle to pay the Duties of the Goods they import, 
1 which is, in effect, making them not only ad- 
i vance their Money. for. the Service of the State, 
but likewiſe run the riſk in the Credit they give 
of eyex being reimburſed, and is divertinga Stream 
| of Riches, that ſhould. water Trade: for it often 
| happens that when our Merchants are ſhort of 
Caſh, and they have both Cuſtoms and Manufac- 
turers to pay, ſo much Money goes for the firſt, 
that nothing is left for the latter, which cauſes a 
Circulation of Diſappointments ſeldom known in 
Holland on that Account; and the Dutch Merchants 
can carry on the ſame I rade with much leſs Stock 
than ours, ſell cheaper, extend their Commerce 
farther, and of courſe give better Encouragement 
to their Working people, whereby they conſe them 
* be more induſtrious than ours. 


re he 
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, The following Caſe will ſhew the Difficulties 
e and Diſcouragements our Merchants labour under 
d more than the Dutrb our great Rivals in Trade. 
. . Suppoſe a Merchant in Rotterdam to ſhip Corn 
' | for — and the neat Produce to amount 
' 
m 


to the Value of 20001. Sterling, if he orders it to 
be inveſted in Wines, and ſnipped for Holland, he 
will not pay for Duties 401. % 
Suppoſe a Merchant in London to tip Corn for 
Oþorto, and the neat. Produce to amount to the 
Value of 2000 l. Sterling, if he orders it to be in- 
veſted in Wines, and ſhipped for England, he will 
pay for Duty above 20001. 
Therefore the Duch Merchant's prime Coſt, and 
Duties of his Cargo will be / 2040 
The Engliſh Ditto, > 400. 
195600. of the Puulih Merchant's Diſburſe more 
than the Dutch Metchant's in the Amount of the 
Duties, is impriſoned until the People he truſts 
pay him, which may be a Year, or a Year and a 
Hal; whereas if the Dutch Merchant's Capital be 
e qual, he has had 1960 J. to employ in buying up 
8 to freight another Adventure, may be of 
Woollens, giving quick Employment to the Nas 
vigation and Manufactories of his Country. | 
Suppoſe the Retailers they truſt Break 5 the 
Year's End, and make a Compoſition amounting 
to 25 per Cent. on the Prime Coſt and Duties of. 
the Wines ol 9 
The Dutch 3 Lok will yo . I 5 30 
The Engliſh Ditto, _ Gase 
This alſo makes our Merchants Riſk in T rade . 
viegtar.. and their Loſſes heavier than in Holland. 
Fifthly, They encourage and force the Con- 
ſumption of Foreign Superfluities. 
The dearer. outlandiſh Luxuries are, the more ! 
they are eſteemed by our People of Taſte; it is the 
Expence that makes the Fiegancy, therefore Du- 
2” wer” 
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ties on them only further their Sale, as Mr. Locke 
clearly | proves in his Conſideration, &c: p. 93. For 
it being Vanity, not Uſe; that makes the expen 
ſhions of your People, the Emulation is, Who ſhall have 


the fineſt, that is, the deareſt Things, nit the moſt con- 


venient or uſeful? How many Things do we value and 


buy, beeauſe they come at dear Rates from Japan and 


China, which, if they were our own Manufacture or 
Produtt, to be. had common, and for a little Money, 


_ would be condemned and neglefted ?® Have not ſeveral 
c our own Commodities, offered to Sale at reaſonable 

| Rates, been deſpiſed, and the very Jame eagerly bought | 
and bragged of, when ſold for French at a doublePrice?. 


You muſt not therefore think that the raiſing the Price 
will Len the Vent of faſhionable foreign Commodities 
among ſt you, fo long as Men have any Tay to Purchaſe 


nn but rather increaſe it. 


But beſides 2 ge. our ( Cuſtoms force the- 


Conſumption here of moſt foreign Superfluities 
that are imported ; for though the Duties be moſt, 
ly drawn back on ſome Articles, yet the Intereſt 
of the Money lying dead for Duties and Fees in 
and out, hinder in ſome degree their Re- exporta- 


tion, and in many Articles the Duties are only in 


part drawn back, ſo that what remains is ſuch an 


additional Load as prevents ſuch Goods being ſale- 
able at any other Market, conſequently forces us 


to conſume all ſuch Superfluities. This makes a 


People luxurious, who can do nothing with fo- 


reign Superfluities but riot and indulge ; whereas 
the Dutch having the Object of Gain always be- 


fore their Eyes, by the Advance of foreign Mar- 


kets for thoſe Superfluities they have in their Store- 


| houſes, are checked from indulging in what ap- 
| pears to them common, and of no 


great Value 
for the preſent, but may be attended with great 
Profit hereafter; which accounts for the Dutch 
F rugality, ſo juſtly celebrated by all Authors. 

| Sixthly, 
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Decline of the Foxk IN T =» apt, 27 
Sixthly, They encourage Smuggling. 
Where the avoiding high Cuſtoms makes the 

Profit great, no Riſk; no Danger can prevent Mens 

attempting it; it is throwing out a Bait to a greedy 

Fiſh, he will ſnap at it though Ruin enſues; this 

prejudices and diſcourages the Fair Trader, either 

tempts, or forces him to turn Smuggler, and aſ- 
ſociate himſelf with thoſe many Examples of De- 
pravity we have at this time among our People, 
living in a State of War with the Government, in 

defiance of Laws, whereby an univerſal Corrup- 
tion of Manners and Contempt of Authority muſt 
enſue, if not early prevented: Beſides, it being 
chiefly the Articles of Luxury that are ſmuggled, 
as Brandy, Tea, French Wine, Laces, Silks, Oc. 

it ſpreads their Conſumption among the lower 

Claſs of People, who are tempted to imitate at a 

leſs Expence the Luxuries of their Superiors ; and 

the ſame Smugglers that bring us theſe Superflui- 
ties, carry off vaſt Quantities of raw Wool, to 
the great Prejudice of our ManufaQtories, and the 

Nation in general. En iP ado 
Seventhly, They ruin Manufactories, more eſpe- 

cially the Woollen. 3 
Cuſtoms prevent the bartering away our Manu- 

factures for foreign Goods, not only for our own 

Conſumption, but alſo for Exportation, which 

might enlarge the Vent of our Goods ten times 

more than it now is; for if a Merchant now ex- 
ports Woollen Goods, and would barter them for 

Wines, the Duties on them would amount to 

more than the Coſt of his Woollen Goods; ſo 

that he muſt have a double Capital for ſuch an 

Adventure, or let it quite alone, whereby the 

Sales of great Quantities of Woollen Goods are 

loſt to the Nation. . | 

As Cuſtoms enhance the Expences of our Na- 

"gation, the Freights muſt be raiſed accordingly, 

; EH whereby 
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whereby the Prices of the Sope, Oil, and Dye- 
Stuffs uſed in manufacturing our Wool, are ad- 
vanced to the Maker, and the Freights on the 
Cloths or Stuffs. exported being alſo. raiſed, are 
additional Glogs: upon: the Sales of our Woollen- 


Goods. 


Cuſtoms | prevent - the Carrying and Fiſhing 
Trades, the great Nurſeries of Seamen, whereby 


our Sailors being -few, and their Expences raiſed 
by Taxes, they have the higheſt Wages of moſt 
People in Europe, which is another additional Ad- 
vance on the Freights, to the Prejudice of our 


Woollen Trade as above. 
Cuſtoms taking away ſo great a part of our 
Merchants Stocks, they are thereby deprived of 


driving that great Trade, and purchaſing thoſe 
Quantities of Woollen Goods they would other- 
wiſe do; beſides our Merchants Riſk in Trade be- 
ing greater than in Zelland, and their Loſſes hea- 
vier by our Cuſtoms, their Bankruptcies muſt be 


more frequent; this ſenfibly affects our Manufac- 
turers, who are generally e Creditors 4 


far broken- Merchants may-be -well compared to 
Nine-pins, one of which ſeldom falls without beat- 


ing down many others. 


Cuſtoms recommend foreign Manufactures of 
fine Goods by making them expenſive, which Va- 


| nity on that Account ſoon renders faſhionable, 
whilſt our own are deſpiſed, . though ſuperior. in 
- Goodneſs, and are a great Diſcouragement to our 
Manufactories. 

Cuſtoms are the Cauſe of the Smuggling of 


Wool, becauſe the Gain being great by running 


Tea, Brandy, and French Goods, on account of 


the high Duties, hath raiſed the contraband Trade 
to a great Height, and the Smugglers cannot make 
their Returns. in any Commonity of ſo quick and 
certain a Vent, or that gives ſo good a Profit as 

- our 
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Decline of the Fox REIN Traps. 29 
our Wool, for the French being leſs taxed than we, 
can work cheaper, and their own: Wool being 
\ coarſe, Engliſb and Iriſb Wools are fo much in de- 
mand, that they will give great Prices for them, 
for which Reaſon they receive vaſt Quantities, to 
the Rum of our ManufaQtories. © 
' - Cuſtoms on Aſhes, Bay- ſalt, Cotton, Copper, 
Coals, Drugs, foreign Sope, Flax, Fruit, Furs, 
Hemp, Iron, Leather, Linens, Oil, Paper, Rice, 


Tobacco, Tallow, Threads, Tapes, Silk, and Su- 


gar, being Neceſſaries of Life, or Materials of 
Manufacture, muſt neceſſarily make all our Com- 
modities dear, not only to our own People, but to 
Foreigners like wiſe (though our Workmen ſhould 
have no Exciſes to pay) and ſuch Diſcouragements 
give Opportunity to Foreigners to ſend their Ma- 
nufactures cheaper to foreign Markets, and ſmug - 


ole them in defianee of all Laws into our own 


Country, to the Ruin of our Manufacturers; for 
all the above Cuſtoms are as much Taxes on our 
Woollen ManufaQtory, as if they were laid on the 
Wool itſelf, or more; for the Workman muft 
raiſe the Money on the Woollen Goods he makes, 
to pay the Duties of what he uſes of the above 
Articles, with the Advances, in all the Hands 
they paſs through before they come to him. It is 
by theſe, that we ourſelves drive away our own 
Manufactures, and prevent our ever getting more; 
and Foreigners could not rival the People of ſo 
fruitful a Country as Britain, if we did not furniſh 
them with the Means by our high Taxes and Re- 
ſtraints, that are always prejudicial to Trade, tho” 
deſigned to amend it, and never effect the thing 
intended, though fostified with the moſt rigorous 
penal Laws, as Mr. Locke gives an Inſtance of in 
his Conſiderations, &c. p. 116. It is Death in Spain 
to export Money; and pet they who furmyh all the World 
with Cold and Siluer, have leaf? of it among themſelves ; 
_ 5 B 3 Trade 
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30 n Ess Ay on ibe Cauſes of the 
Trade fetches it away from that lazy and indigent Peo- 
ple, notwithAlanding all their artificial and forced Con- 
trivances to keep. it there; it gu Trade againſt the 
Rigour of their Laws, and their want of foreign Com- 
modities makes it openly be carried out at Noon- day. 

This ſeems to be a Parallel of the State we are 
coming to, and which ſome Foreigner may by and 
by make. 

It is Felony in England to export Wool, and yet 
they who furniſh all the World with Wool, have 
leaſt of the manufacturing of it among themſelves, 
the Smuggling-trade fetches it away from that Ex- 


_ ciſed and Cuſtom-loaded People, notwithſtanding 


all their artificial and forced Contrivances to keep 
it there; it follows the *Smuggling-trade againſt 
the Rigour of their Laws, and their want of tak- 
ing off the Taxes on their Manufacturers, makes 
it openly be carried out at Noon- day. 

By this we ſee that neither Death nor Baniſh- 
ment can force Trade to an unnatural Channel, 
and it may be compared in one reſpe ct to Water 
which cannot be compreſſed within its natural Di- 
menſions, the more Force is exerted, the ſooner is 
the Veſſel broke that contained it, and the Water 
let looſe never to return. The great De Vit, in 
his Memoirs, Ratiſbon Edit. p. 77, aſſerts, That tbe 
Navigation, the Fiſhery, the Trade, and Manufacture, 

which. are the four, Pillars of the State, ſhauld not be 
weakened or encumbered by any Taxes, for it is they thai 
give Subſiſtence io the moſt part of the Inhabitants, and 
who draw in all ſorts of Strangers, unleſs the Neceſſity 
Twas ſo great that the Country was threatened with an 
intire Deftruftion, and theſe Fundamentals ſhould be at. 


tacked upon the hopes that theſe Taxes would not laſt 


lang; at leaſt; haſte ſhould be. made as. ſoon- as, theiStorm 
was over, to tale ibem off ; again, this Diſtinctia 
ſhould be made that Manufattures ſhould not or cannot 


be taxed at all, becauſe they are not Kad to the Coun- 
I), 
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try, and we muſt fetch from Foreign Countries the N 
and Materials ta work them up. 

Eighthly, They ſend away our Specie. Rk 

Britain having no Mines of Gold or Silver, has 
no other Means of getting or preſerving its Trea- 
fure but by Foreign Trade. As Cufloms confine 
our Trade to mere Importation for our own Ne- 
eeſſaries or Vanities, and at the ſame time ruin our 
Manufactures; what we want in Exports to balance 
the Imports muſt be paid in Specie, making the 
Balance of Trade every Vear more ànd more againſt 
us; for as we raiſe the Prices of our Goods ſa: high 
by Taxes that Foreigners won't take them, and Jer 
continue to Import their Superfluities,” which we 
now chiefly and in time mult intĩrely pay forcwith 
our Gold and Silver, as appears by the Bills of En- 
try in every Week we are beginning to do; and 
our high Duties encouraging Smugglers who. have 
feldom a ſettled Habitation, or any Stock of us 
Manufactures by them, they carry out vaſt Quan- 
tities of Specie to purchaſe their Cargoes; fuch 


8 N. ob 
arge Nee Was Qus Mint ! ie wie, we 


but little new coined Gold, and hardly any Silver, 
we find our Money diſappear and grow ſcarcer and 
fcarcer every Tear; our Trade declines, and our 
People ſtarve. cke 

To ſhew how Excifee, Cuſtoms, and Sait- Datic 
increaſe the Expences :of the People, and conſe- 
quently ruin our Trade „ the gat, 3 Cooney 
may not be im proper. 

Fir/t, The Duties eh 1891 £6 r 

The neat Produce of the Taxes following, are 
computed to be one Tear with ee as Wee 
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about 2, 800, ooo 
about 1,700,000" - 
150,000 


” 2 ao P 


4,6 50 0 


'The chats of raifing'? 
theſe Duties are about dos ooo 
ten per Cent. 


os 5 | 1 | 5,115,008 


\ Secondly, The advanced 
Price of thoſe Goods the e 
above Duties are laid on. Ye Oey Twi 
_ © WoefulExperience ten 

es us that every fmall Duty + 

laid on Commodities, raiſes 5 | 

the Price of them to the 

Conſumer, double or treble | 

the groſs Duty. * elf en e een 
By the Fees giwen to of. . 2 Sh A 

ficers; the Tyrants of Tra- 1 . 

. 

By Tradeſmenꝰs Loſs of. 

Time in attending upon Ex- 

ciſemen or at Cuſtom- Hou - 
ſes: AT rader's Time Is his 

Bread. 

By taking away! a quarter | 
Part of our Traders Stocks | 
for Duties, and forcing them ] 
to take as great Profit on T7705 | 7 

of their Stocks laid out in | 5 
Goods, in order to live, as ty 
they would on the whole if 
Ihe free. 
y Tradeſmen's Profits 
on 1 Duty and Advances 
in all the Hands all taxed 
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00 come weg to the 
Conſumer: as for Example: 


Suppoſe there ſhould de 
no other Tax but that on 
Leather, let us fee how 
many Advances that would 
make on the Price of our 
Shoes. The Grazier, his 

1ſt Advance on the Beaſt 
he fattens, to raiſe the Tax 


on Leather, and Advances 


thereby occaſioned. on the yy 


Shoes he wears. 


He Nel to-the Bucher, M 
2d Ditto, his Profit on 


the firſt Advance. 


zd Ditio, on the Hide, to 
raiſe the Tax on Leather, * 


Sc. 


He ſells to the Tanner, his 
4th Ditto, bis Journey- 


mens Wages, to raiſe the 
Tax on Leather, Sc. 


5th Ditto, Tax of 24. * 5 


Pound on Leather. 


6th Ditto, his Profit on 


| the above 5 Advances. 


7th Ditto, on the tasnöck f 


Hide, to raiſe the T ax on 
Leather, Sc. 


He ſells to the Currier, or 


| Leather-cutter, his 


8th Ditto, his Profit on 
the above 7 Advances. 


gth Ditto, on the tanned 
Hide he cuts, to raiſe the -- 


Tax on Leather, &c. 


B 5 


He 
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ght over. * 57118, ooo 


Brou 
He ſells to the Shoemaker, 
his 


Tax on Leather, &c. 
11th Ditto, his Profit on 
the above 10 Advances. 


12th Ditto, on the Shoes 


he makes, to raiſe the Tax 
on Leather, &c. 
He ſells to 


The Conſumer, with all 5 * 


theſe Advances highly mag- 


nified beyond the bare Duty, | 


and all the other Taxes on 


the Conſumption of theſe 
five Trades, are as much a 


Duty on Leather as the 2.4. 
on the Pound itſelf, ſince 
they can only raiſe them in 
the ſame manner, viz, on 


the Goods they ſell, mag- 


nified and advanced in Price 


through every Hand they go, 
as the Conſumer finds in the 
preſent Price of his Shoes, 


which if compared with the 
old Price before theſe Taxes 
were known, any one may 
fee upon weighing his Shoes, 


how many more two-pences 
he pays than the bare Tax 


on Leather : The Shoe- 
maker affects all Trades, 
and is in return himſelf 


affected by all he deals with. 


40 « 


10th Ditto, his lone on 
mens Wages, to raiſe the 


All 


CIS 


All which duly confider- 
ed, might be computed at 
above Cent. per Cent. oh the 


groſs Produce of the Duties, 


but though the large Duties 


cauſe ſome farther Advance 15 
on all the Goods they are 


laid on, charged with Pro- 
fit upon Profit through e- 


very Hand they paſs; yet 5 
as they keep not Pace with : 
the ſmall Duties, and all: 


_ Calculations appear faireſt 


when moderate, I chooſe: 


to abate in the Advances, 
and to ſet them only at ny 4 
per Cent. 


'The A of the! dz: 


vanced Price of the Goods: 1 
the above Duties are aid | 


on. 
Let us ſee how this 


7,67 2, 500 l. circulates thro? 
the People, advances the 
Prices of our Goods, eon- 
ſequently ruins our Trade. 
Firſt, This Dearneſs of 
all Neceſſaries which raiſes: 


the firſt Coſt of Goods, 


muſt advance the Price of 5 


all Labour. 


The Spefator No 200, 8 


computes that the People 


without Property, who work 
for their Daily Bread, do 


conſume 4 of our Cuſtoms 


and Exciſes, therefore they 


25557, 50⁰ 
1 ; PEST - LE SOBER — 


7672, 500 


7 2 over,” 7 Is T i 5000 


8 7 7 * © 
10d 971] 21883 f 
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Conſequences 5 2 thee. 2 
People live but from Hahde-:- 100 62 
to Mouth, whatever is dag 
on them they muſt chere- ISI anole 5 
fore ſhift off or they can- - 
not live ; and ſincetheſe ya- | | 
rious Taxes have been pro- al . e 
jected, they muſt carn Phi: V Bort o Piaf 
nough when they do work 2 10 J nog 2d 
to pay the Taxes, the ad... 
vancedPrice of taxedGoods,. t M voi. 28 
and the advanced Nen gh ft Horm. effi 
of all other Neceſſaries, © © 
viz. Meat, Bread, Cloath ! 
ing, or whatever they en: ci i 87 
uſe, not only for the Gon- de to ze Un 
ſumption of the Days the N 
are employed, but for col To: nn. 33> 
alfo that they are not: 
' therefore they are the Cauſe: : 
of railing the Wages MF 
the working People 3. of + 
7,672,500]. the Amount 
of the advanced Price of 
the Goods the above Due - 
ties are laid on, which a 
makes 8 18 5; I 115,000 
Secondly, This Deameſs | 
of all Neceſſaries forces, the 
Maſfter - Tradeſmen to raiſe. | _ ._ 
on their Cuſtomers the Tax- Dn, I” 
es and Advances on n C7 et, 1 
Conſumption” =: 11 7 3 
The above Speclator * ap EDS 
lows 4 Conſumption of ouh.r 
Cuſtoms and Exciſes to the. 
People with Property, but 


9 4 as 
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as theſe may be divided in- 
to two Claſſes, viz. in 
Trade, and out of Trade, - 
and the Proportion conſu- 
med by each, not being aſ- 
certained by any Author, I 
ſhall compute them at Half 
and Half. Therefore the | 
Maſter-Tradeſmen or Peo- + 
ple, with Property in Trade, 
viz. Merchants, Manufactu. 
rers, Mechanicks, Farmers 22 
wholeſale Dealers, and re- | | 
tailing Shopkeepers, muſt  _ _ 
, TNT 
fell, the advanced Price of | 
the taxed Goods they con- 
ſume; whether Food, Cloth. 
ing, or Utenſils: T heir + he od 
conſumption of 1,672,500. 1,278,750 
the Amount of the advan- ——— 
ced Price of the Goods the 
above Duties are laid on, : 
which makes 6,393,750 
Thirdly, Tradeſmens pay- 
ing advanced Prices on'their n 
Goods, muſt have advanced 
Profits, for whether they 
lay out their Stocks of Mo- 
ney in Goods that bear their 
natural Value only, or Goods 
that bear double that Value 
by Taxes, ſtill a living Pro- 
fit muſt be obtained on'the e 
Stocks they employ. | e 
For the Wages of the Ma- 
nufacturer, the Mechanick, 
the Labourer, and the Ex- 


pences 


4» Es sar en the Cauſes of the 


Brought over, 
pences of the Maſter Tradeſ- 
man, being of Neceſlity 


0,393,759 Wc ef 


raiſed, the firſt Coſt f 


Goods mult be ſo too; and | 


conſidering the various 


Tradeſmens Hands that 
Goods paſs through from 
the Workman or Labourer 


to the Conſumer, charged 
with Profit upon Profit by 


each of them, (which in the 


little Trades muſt be very 
great, otherwiſe their Re- 
turns being ſmall they could 


not live) the Advance there 


by occaſioned may, at a 
moderate Rate, be compu- 


ted at 50 per Cent, to the 
Conſumer on the above two - 


Articles, which raiſe ' the 


firſt Coſt of Goods, and 
makes | 


3:296875 


1 with Property a 


of Trade, their + Conſump- 
Aion of 7,672,500, the A- 


mount of the advanced Price 
of the Goods the above 


Duties are laid on, makes 


Total Advance, 

This part of the Amount 

of the Conſequences of rai- 

ſing 4, 650, ooo for the Go- 

vernment, by our preſent 
Manner of taxing Goods. 


| 1,278,750 


E 90,62; 


4 10,869,375 


109 rd a ied is: files ian a ann hind ee ina 


Our 
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Our other Taxes are, The 
Land- Tax, the groſs Pro- 
duce, at about 4s. in the 


Pound is about 


The Stamps, Windows, Poi 2 
Office, &c. their computed 


Groſs produce about 


The Poors Tax is compu- 
ted, on a middling Rate, to 
equal the Land- Jax, but 


muſt be much more when 


Trade is reduced, and the 


Price of Proviſions high, 


however to reckon it at no 
more than the Land- Jar, or 


Gente Amount of all 


our Taxes, and part of their 5 
Conſequences 5 


15960, oo0 


500, 00 


Let us ſee now the A- 


mount of our Taxes, with 


regard to our Expences: 
The Britiſh Merchant, Vol. 
I. p. 165, coniputes our 
People at Seven Millions, 
and their Expences at 7 


per Head; but as Neceſſa- 
ries are grown dearer ſince 


the Year 1713, when he 


| wrote, and the Number of 


People increaſed, I ſhall 
compute the People at Eight 
Millions, and their Expen- 


ces at 81, per Head, which 


makes our Total 4377 


W . _ 64,000,000 


'£ 15289975 


of 
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and their Conſequences, .. =—_ 
„ 1 15,289,375 | 


would be only 48,710,628 5 


ple, which muſt add a prodigious artificial Value 


able, and ruin our Trade. 


ſumption, a great Portion of our Taxes? 


140 120 Ess AY on the + Conte of the 


Brought over 1 64,900,000 _ 2 
Of which 64 Millions the 


People pay for the Taxes, 


— At. 


Which being ſubſtra ted, 
their Expences, if untaxed, 


155289, 375 J. charged on 48,710,625, is aTax 
of above 31 per Cent. on the Expences of the Peo- 


to our Goods, conſequently render them leſs ſale» 


If it is aſked, Whether Foreigners for what 
Goods they take of us, do not pay on that Con- 


The Anſwer is, That it muſt be admitted they 
do; but if that was originally intended, and ex- 
pected to continue the ſame, as at the firſt laying 


on of our Taxes, it will be the ſtrongeſt Argu- 
ment againſt them; for as our Taxes on Neceſſa- 


ries are proved to be fo burdenſome and expenſive, 
by raiſing the Prices of our Goods, Foreigners 
take leſs of them yearly, and when the Demand 
is reduced, the People having leſs Work, find 


leſs Money to pay, and find their Taxes propor- 


tionably increaſed on them as they loſe their 
Trade; for, as the Government abates neither 
Expences nor Taxes, and if one Method of Tax- 
ing fails, another is tried; what Foreigners ceaſe 


to pay, we muſt ; or in other Words, the leſs 
Trade and Money, the more Taxes; and the 
more our Taxes are, the leſs and leſs Trade and 
Money we know we muſt expect. Is not this 
like adding to a Horſe's Burden, and diminiſhing 


his Meat? and muſt we wonder if he ſinks under 
his 
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his Load? Perhaps Figures may explain this (till 
clearer, by ſtating a ſimilar Account thro? 50 Years. 

Suppoſe that in the Year 1710, all our Taxes, 
and Part of their Conſequences, were as they are 
now, viz. 15,289,375; that Foreigners paid then 
of them, and our on People 5; that Foreign- 
ers going to cheaper Markets ſmce, have ceaſed 
taking Goods from us yearly in proportion to one 

Cent. only on their former 4 Part of our Taxes 
and their Conſequences; the Account every five 

Years will ſtand ts 
Foreigners paid of our Taxes, c. Our own People paid. 
Amo 1710 / 2,184,196 F 13, 105, 9 

1715 2,024,987 13,214,388 
1720 1,965,778 13,323,592 
1725 1,965,778 13,432, 806 
1730 1,747,300 13,542,015 
1735 15,638,161 13,65, 22 
1740 1,526,942 13,6,433 


By this it plainly appears, in what manner our 
preſent Taxes drive away our Trade, and burden 
| our People, who have by this Account 655,254 1. 

more to pay in 1740, than they had in 1710, 
with rs leſs Trade to pay it with  ' _ 
| To conclude this Head. Two of our greateſt 
Authors elearly foreſaw at the laying on our nu- 
merous Excifes, Cuſtoms, &c. that thefe unhappy 
Conſequences muſt neceſfarily follow, and their 
Arguments are a full Proof of what has been al- 
ready advanced; d — 21 

Mr. Locke, in his Confiderations, &c. p. go, fays, 
That for raifing three Millions on Commodities, and 
bringing ſo much into the Exchequer, there muſt go a 
great deal more than three Millions out of the Subjects 
Pockets ; for a Tax of that nature cannot be levied by 
Officers ta watch every little Rivnlet of Trade without 

5 | | | | 4s 


R 
* 4 
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'@ great Charge, eſpecially at firſt Trial; but ſuppoſing 
uo more Charge in raifing it than of a Land- Tax, and 
that there are only three Millions to be paid, it is evident 
that to do this out of Commodities, they muft to the Cen. 
umen be raiſed 5; in their Price, fo that every Thing 1 
him that uſes it muſt be a Quarter dearer,. Let us ſu 
now, who, at - this long run, , muſt- pay this Quarter, 
end There it will light; it is plain the Merchant ani 
Broker neither will nor can, for if he pays a_ Quarter 
more for. Commodities than he did, he will ſell them at « 
Price proportionably raiſed; the poor Labourer and Han: 
aicraftſman cannot, for he juſt lives from Hand to Mouth 


already, and all his Food,” Cloathing, and Utenſils, coft-| 


ing a Quarter more than they did before, either his Mu- 
ges muft riſe with the Prices of Things to make him live, 
er elſe not being able to maintain himſelf and Family h 
Bis Labour, he comes to the Pariſh, 

And afterwards he proves, that in the Home- 
N the whole en falls on > the Land 
at 1alt, 


Dr. Davenant, | in bis E/ 15 on Trade, vol. 3 


p. 30, aſſerts, that, As to MAunufuctures, high Exc 
fes in time of Peace, are wtterly deſtructiue to U prin> 
cipal Part of En 3 Mealth; for if Milt, Ceals, 
Salt, Leather, and other Things bear @ great Price, 
the W ages of S. ervants, Warkmen, and Artificers, will 
conſeguentiy riſe, for the Ihcome muſt Dear ſome. propor- 
tion to the Expence, and if | ſuch\as ſet the Ppor to Wark, 
find Wages for Labour, or Manufattures advance up 
them, the muſt riſe in the Price of their Cammodity, Ir 
they cannot live ; all which would fignify little, i n 
 #hing but our own Dealings among one another duet 
thereby affefted, but it has a Cinſequence far mort per. 
nicious in relation to our foreign Trade, for it iſ the Ex. 
| foriation of aur en Prodult that N make Ecglasl 
De). + * 

And in Dink 31. But the carne of hues Du 
tes, in Times of Peace, will fall 125 heavily upon 2 


* . a, 
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Moollen ee of which moſt have: more Value 
from the Workmanſhip than the Material; and if the 
Price 0 2 this Wiorknanſip : be enhanced, it will in a 
ſhort Courſe of time 3 a Neely upon. thoſe we deal 
with of ſetting up 


they can, or , bun ing Goods f the like Kind and Uſe 
from Nations that can afford them cheaper. | 


preſſed for the Gain of a Few. 


we have ſome Monopolies very deſtructive to a 
trading Nation. . 


lies are abſurd, inconſiſtent, and deſtructive, as 
encouraging Idleneſs, Villainy and extravagant 
Demands for Wages or Goods, whereby the Ma- 
ny are deprived of the Advantages of their Birth- 
rights without having committed any Crime to * 
feit them, and for the Benefit of a few only; 


ſo cheap to a foreign Market as its Neighbours, 


to the degree of a Free one; therefore any Coun- 


Trade. 


To apply this to to Britain, which hath more Mor 
nopolies than are generally thought on 


Companies. 


vent of our Manufactures abroad, eonſequently 
they ſtarve our Poor, as will appear by the fol- 
lowing Reaſons. 

1. By being all of them confined to Linden, the 
Prices of the Woollens they export are enhanced 
by long-Land- TOs: up to Town, with the 

additional 


„ 
— — e * * 
r l 


atufacTures of their own, ſuch as 


u. Of Monopolies, whereby the Many are op- 
Beſides the Misfortunes ariſing from our Taxes, . 


It is a Maxim, That in free Gundis Monopo- | 


Country; that ſuffers them cannot ſend its Goods 
for never yet was a Monopolized Trade extended 


try abounding in eren muſt deri in 


. Firſt. Monopoly. Companies with excluſive 
Charters, Viz, Zaſt. India, South-Sea, and Turkey 


| Theſe 3 prevent the increafing the 
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Rent, Porterage, c. much to the Prejudice of 
their Sale; and what Materials of Manufacture 
they i import, are diſperſed over many Parts of the 


the great diſadvantage of the Nation in general. 


duindled away, can prevent diſpatching their Ships 
for one Year, if they pleaſe, to raiſe the Price of 
Silk at Home, for their own Advantage, though 


and conſumption of its Woollen Goods in 7 urkey, 
- which it is ſaid hath happened formerly; and if 
an iniquitious Riſe is given to Silk here, we can- 
not Manufacture it with ſuch Advantage as our 
Neighbours. The Reader will be pleaſed to con- 


| pany to increaſe the Quantities of the Woollens 


for at all Markets where there are any Demands 
for Goods, the Smallneſs of the Quantities natu- 
rally enhances the Price; and if the Company cat 
not their Intereſt to prefer the leſſer Quantity on 
it is plain the Nation would loſe the Sale of one 


whereas private Traders puſhing againſt one ano» 


by ſelling at moderate Profits, making the Quan 
- tities anſwer to themſelves and their Country. 


additional Charges of Commiſſion, Ware- honſe. 


Kingdom,' by the like expenſive Conveyance, to 
2. The Turkey Company, whoſe Trade is almoſt 


the Nation thereby Toſes' one whole Year's Vent 


ſider the fine Situation our People employed in the 
Woollen and Silk Manufactures muſt be in at ſuch 


a Time. 
3. It is not the Tntereſt of the Baft nada den 
they export, but rather to eontract them (which! 


ſuppoſe was the reaſon for obliging them by their 
Charter to export Woollens to a certain Value) 


gain as much on 5000 Cloths as on ro000, is n 
account of the leſs Diſburſement and Riſk? Altho 
Half of the Manufactures capable of being vended; 
ther, ſtudy to increaſe the Vent of their Goods, 


4. The large Charges the Ea/?- India and South: 
Se Companies are forced to be at for the Salaries 
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of the Directors, Governors, Supercargoes, &c. 


\ 


beſides | what may lip. throꝰ their Fingers 18 


times, muſt make theſe Companies neglect all 


Trades that will not yield extraordinary Profits to 
woul 


defray them, which + Trades private pA tba 
be glad of, and turn to good Account for 


themſelves and their Country, were they x not de- 


barred by excluſive Charters. 


5. The Eaft- India, and South- Sea Companies | 


buying at Home by Directors, and ſelling Abroad 


by Servants, who may have an Eye to =o own  : 
or Friends Intereſt, and the Foundation of all be- 
ing the Company's Money, they cannot naturally 


be ſuppoſed to be ſo Induſtrious as thoſe h 
Trade only on their own Stocks ; therefore Com- 


panies can never.extend Trade like private Dealers 2 
dut muſt decay where Interlopers are admitted, of 


Which our African Company is a ſtrong Inſtance. 


6. What confirms the whole is the Prohibition 
of the Eaſt- India Company againſt their Servants 


arrying out Cloth, which would be needleſs, did 
hey not know that their Servants can underſell 


hem, for the Company wants not Money to ſup- 


ly all the Cloth that can be vended with the uſual 
Profit. 


loth deſigned for India, belonging to one of the 


ompany's Servants, when at the ſame Time, by 
he Decay of our Woollen Trade, the Poor's 


Rates were at 85. in the Pound, in ſome of our 
lothing Towns; from whence this Abſurdity 


In the Year 1741, a Seizure was made 
n one of -the Out-Ports of a large Quantity of - 


roſe, That whilſt our Clothiers were ſtarving, the 


xportation of Cloth was a contraband Trade. 
It is impoſſible to make any Inquiry into our 
ompanies, without taking Notice o 


illainies, which, as chey have been made ſuffici- 
N publick, few can be ignorant of: Therefore 
bare mention of them is enough, ſuch as the 


fatal 


their paſt 
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fatal South-Sza Scheme, that ruined thouſands, of 


Families. What need to mention former Direc- 


tors receiving Salaries from Companies, and, tho 


contrary to Law, being notwithſtanding concern- 
ed in the Oftend Trade to India, whereby they 
were cutting the Throats of their Benefactors; 
the ſelling Goods by falſe Samples, and buying 
them for their private Accounts; carrying on pri- 
vate Trade contrary to Treaty, and bribing Offi- 


cers to wink at them with the Company's Money, 
and charged to Account by the genteel Name of 


Preſents, ſubjecting thereby the Company's Ef. 


fects to Seizures, and their Country to perpetual 


Jars. The Rapaciouſneſs of Governors abroad, who 
by engroſſing Goods, nay even the Neceſſaries of 
Life, have oppreſs'd the People by arbitrary 


Prices, and drove away our Trade. Supercar- 


goes, cheating by falſe Invoices. Captains, quit. 
ting or loſing Ships, to defraud Inſurers and Bot. 
tontree-lenders : Are not theſe things written in 
the Books of their Chronicles? og 
But the greateſt Miſchief of all is, that the Ho- 
neſty of the People hath been corrupted, by ha- 
ving preſented to their Eyes Roguery lightly 
puniſhed, if not triumphant. 88 | 
Theſe Companies prevent the Increaſe of our 
Nai en, Ps Te Fe ds ns 
By their excluſive Charters, debarring us from 
a Free Trade to 3 Parts of the known World. 
The Dominions of the Grand Signior in Europe, 
Aſia, and Africa, are confined to the Turkey Com- 
pany. All South, and Part of North America, 
from Vera Cruz to Carthagena, from Buenos Ayres 
round Cape Horn to California, that vaſt Extent of 
Coaſt, is the Portion of the South-Sea Company. 
All the Coaſts of Africa, Aſia, from the Cape of 
Good Hope to Fapan, are the Lot of the Eaft-In- 
dia Company. And what a ſmall Number of 
5 Ports 


Ports do they all trade to, and what a trifling 
avigation do they all maintain? There are 
reater Numbers of Ship-Tonnage employed in 


| theſe three Companies employ in their Mono- 
olies to à Parts of the World, like the Fable of 


reventing thoſe who would. 


harters— i 


45 Where Freemen exclude by Charter any of the 
f. De fame Trade from ſettling in their Towns, have 
1 ey not a Monopoly againſt the reſt of the Inha- 


itants? Cannot they impoſe extravagant Prices 


ot do it? 


ckoning our Country ſo dear? 
If a Journeyman, not being a Freeman, gets 


utery is there not made of a Foreigner's being 
me among them, to eat the Bread out of their 
ouths? How can a free-born Briton be reckon- 


rom 2 Foreigner in any Part of his own Country? 
\rld, Nhat an Abſurdity is here! yet nevertheleſs true. 


in one Man eat the Bread out of another's Mouth 


n thout being more induſtrious than he? Impoſ- 
rica, Nie, it muſt therefore be Idleneſs and Luxury 


y contend for, not Bread. 


2 This is one of the Reaſons why Foreigners 

any. e to our Plantations, inſtead of ſettling here, 

ape f by our Decay of Trade many of our own 
n. ple go over to live there yearly ; fo that many 


ing, and few coming to ſupply their Places, a 
Scarcity 
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e Trade to the free Port of Leghorn only, than 


ze Dog in the Manger, not eating themſelves, but 


or their Goods on their Cuſtomers, and do they 


Where no Journeyman but Freemen can work 
Towns, have they not a Monopoly for Wages 
gainſt their Maſters? Do not both theſe Caſes 

lvance the firſt Coſt of Goods, to the Prejudice 
their Sale abroad, and account for Foreigners 


to work in a City or Town-corporate, what an 
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48 An Essav onthe Cauſes of the 
_ 1 Third Monopoly. Laws to prevent the Impor: 
tation of Cattle, Butter, Sc. from Ireland. 


Gounties to impoſe upon the reſt of the People 


dicial to our Navigation, for whatever enhance 


gives Opportunity to Foreigners to victual cheap. 
er in Ireland, than we can do at Home. 


Noiſe made about encouraging this Home- Con 
ſumption, by which is meant making Neceſſarie 
bear a great Price, which can ariſe only from a 


juſt the contrary effect; certainly the leſs is con 


which, all Cattle from Ireland are to be prohibit 
ed: 4 having the ſole Market, raiſes the Price 
of his Cattle upon the reſt of the People, B, 
D, down to Z, twenty-three in Number, a 


Scarcity of People wills hereafter enſue, to the 
great Damage of the Mother- Country. 


This gives a Monopoly to a few Breeding 
high Prices for Cattle, &c, to the Ruin of ou 


Manufactories, forces the Labourer to live dean 
and of Courſe to raiſe his Wages ; is greatly prejy. 


rt 


the Expences of a Ship, enhances its Freight, ani 


But it will be objected to me, That this is * 
to raiſe or keep up the Value of our Lands? 
To which TI anſwer That there is always a great 


improper Knowledge of the true Nature of Trade 
for this is ſo far from being beneficial, that it ha 


ſumed within, the more will be left to export 
the cheaper things are, the more of them will 
exported, and it is Exportation only that makes 
Nation rich. This Monopoly, with reſpect to-th 
People, is unjuſt, and the Benefit of it to -tl 
Land-holders, only imaginary ; as for Inſtanc: 
A hath a grazing Eſtate, . to raiſe the Value 


their Pockets are to he emptied only to fill his, 
very equitable Project indeed ! But , althoug 
theſe People were as blind as Puppies, yet Nec 
ſity, and the natural Courſe of Things, will ford 
them to retaliate upon him; for as: Mana 
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raiſes the Price of Cattle; their Dearneſs raiſes 
the Price of Labour, dear. Labour makes dear 
Goods; ſo that the Food, Clothing, Utenſils, La- 
bour, every thing A wants, comes dearer to him; 
an imaginary Value is given to every thing, ſo that 
tho? A ſhould have more Rent for a time ( which 
yet the Decline of Forcign Trade mult brin 
down afterwards) the Money he receives is 
leſs Value, not going ſo far, or being able to pur 
chaſe ſo much. as when Goods bore their natural 
value only; ſo that what he thinks he puts in 
with one Hand, is pulled out by the other * 
all a Deceptio visds, ſetting People together by the 
Ears to prey upon one another, letting Foreigners 
in the mean while eat the Bread out of our Mouths; 
for a Nation that adds an artificial Value to its 
Commodities by Monopolies, cannot export them 
il in ſuch Quantities to foreign Ports, where they 
are rivalled by thoſe that bear only their natural 
value; and their Home-Conſumption Wilk like-/ 
wiſe ſink in Price by the Nation's having leſs Mo! 
ney brought in by foreign Trade; ſuch à two:' 
edged Sword are Monopolies to Lands: Every 
Home-commodity in a Free Trade will find its na- 
tural; Value; for tho that fluctuates, as of neceſ- 
ſity it muſt, according to the Plentifulnefs or Bee 
city of Seaſdns, yet for ihe Homdt conſumption 
every Home- commodity muſt have great phone 
tages over the Foreign, as being upon the Spot, 
and free from Freight, Inſurance, Gommiſſion, 
and Charges, which on the Produce of Lands, 
ens all bulky Commodities, muſt in the gene. 
ral be about 15 pert Cent. and a greater Advantage 
cannot be given without Prejudice; for 1 5 per, 
thou Cent. makes a great difference in the Price of 
NeciWNeceſſaries, between the Nation ſelling and the 
11 fog Nation buying, and is a great Difficulty on the 
dopo latter, but arlling from the natural courſe of things, 
ral | QC. cannot 


50 An Es sax on the Caies py the 
cannot * helped ; tho it's à ſufficient Security 


to the Land- holders, that Foreigners can never 


import more Neceſſaries than are abſolutely re- 
quired, and I preſume, in ſuch Caſes, they have 
more Charity than to ſtarve the People merely for 
an imaginary Profit, which yet would prove their 
Ruin in the End; for it is a Fallacy and an Ab- 
urdity to tkink to raiſe or keep up the Value of 
ands by Oppreſions on the People that cramp 
their Trade; for if Trade declines, the common 
People muſt either: come upon the Pariſh, or, fly 


bar Buſineſs to our Neighbours; in the firſt Caſe, 


they become a heavy Tax upon the Rich, and 
inſtead of buying the produce of the Lands, muſt 


have it given them; and in the ſecond Caſe, when 


the Conſumers are gone, what Price will the Pro- 
duce of Land bear? A ſmall Conſumption makes 


a ſmall Demand, and a {mall Demand makes a 
ſmall Price for any Commodity; ſo that when in 


Converſation the Wiſdom of our Laws is magni: 


fied, to; prevent: the Importation of Cattle, &c. 


from Ireland, or Corn from any Nation, unleſs it 
firſt, bears an immoderate Price here (as keeping 
up the Valve of Lands) how would a Hollander or 
Frenchman ſmile ! when he reflected, that in his 
Country the Poor. getting Proviſions from any 
Place where. they can be had the cheapeſt, are 


thereby, enabled w work at Prices the Engi 


cannot live on, and by working cheaper work 
more, that is, run away with their Trade, their 
Aten. and their Working-People, and when 
ſe are gone, we may as well give them the 
Land into the Bargain, for any Value it will be 
of: Beſides the Value of out wanne 12 e 
but nominal z to x prove nenen 
{t bas niit ena ei oh nag 
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It wom't be ſuſpected to A ilss! 23.19 efic22 
be an under Computation to e 0 
reckon the Rental of ERH. r 4s 
land at Ma ie 20,000,000 | > Eran 
| TheBaporteandP reights, FEC 
at Jo 3, 000, 
In Page 30, the Ex enees 
Ry the People wk we I-03 
are computed at. 1. 15 ede 
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The g Deng SIONS 1 8 5 Fre 
Tres: al, "WP 1075 their „ ee deen IRA 
Conſequences, is 4 1 5/489.975 n 
If ourExports wad Freights : * 
make 2 + of the Expences of 
the People, they muſt be 
computed to pay 4 of the . .. Pex” 
laſt. Article, which makes 1.0 r, yr 1106 
R Tei wo ee CI. — — | 
Which being e wal in bun 
the mn! Is \whatfalls | 3 ö 


on Land. 3 2 ne 204 
N Lock, in ts 8 ec Page 95, 


ſays, I is in vain, in a Country whoſe great Fund is 
Land, to hope to lay the publick Chbrye of the Govern 
ment in thing elſe, there © at liſt it will terminate. 
The Merchant (do what you can) will not bear it; the 
Labourer cannat, aud therefore the Land holder 2 
If Foreign Trade will pay but 3 Land muſt pay 
the remaining]? „ Which amounting to 13 378, 204, 
and falling on a Rental of 20,000,000 J. is above 
13 3. in the Pound Tax upon all the Lands of 
England; ſo that Land wite the preſent Taxes at 
20 5. per Acre, or without the preſent Taxes at 
7 5, per Acre, are equal, and the Land is more 
reduced by ur Taxes. and Monopolies; than by 
uy poſſible Free Importation; 4 and this Probibi- 
A wan 
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tion, by ns called a Remedy, is only a forwarding 
our general Decay of Trade, and confequently 
our general Decay of Rents, which acmally hap- 
pened after paſſing this Prohibitory Law, as Roper 
Coke informs us in his Treatiſe, Phat the Charch 
and State of England are in equal Danger with the 
Trade, publiſhed in 1671; in Page 64 his Words 
are, That the Ends deſigned by the Acts againſt the 
Importation of Iriſſ Cattle, of raiſing the Rents-of the 
Lands of..Fagland,-are- ſo far from being attained, 
that the contrary hath enſued. And here” I wiſb a 
Survey were taken horo many thouſand Farms are 
thrown up ſince this Act; how many thouſand Farms 
are abated, ſome above z, others above 4, others a- 
boue 3; ſome I knaw, which after two Vears' tying 
waſte, are abated one half.” yl "v0 

Fourth Monopoly. Laws to prevent the Im- 
portation of moſt ſorts of Fiſh'by Foreigners. 

This gives a Monopoly to our few Fiſhermen 
and Fiſhmongers againſt our on People, and the 
Conſequence is, that Fiſh bears five times the 
Price at London that it does at Amſterdam, or more, 
great Quantities of Fiſh being thrown away by 
our Dealers to keep up extravagant Prices, to the 
great Grievance of our induſtrious Poor. And it 
bas prevented our gaining the Scotch Fiſhery; by 
baniſhing from our Ooaſts the Dutch Fiſhermen, 
who would in time have ſettled with us, our own 
Country being better than Halland; nothing but 
Taxes and Monopolies can keep them away; for who 
would pay heavy Taxes to live in a bad Country, 
when he could live free and untaxed in a good 
one? This Obſtruction hath enabled the French to 
commence Fiſhermen on our Coaſts, who em- 
ploy already a great Number of Veſſels; how 


dangerous this may in time prove, I leave every 


honeſt Engliſoman to judge. And what a melan- 
choly Figure do we make, ſurroundediby Fiſheries, 
SER # yet 
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yet ſo bound down by Taxes, Monopolies, Se. 


that we cannot undertake them, but fit tamely 
idle, and ſee Foreigners warming upc 
and carrying away our Ric hes 
Fifth Monopoly. The Navigation Act. 
Althoꝰ this Act is beneficial to us under our pre- 
ſent Diſeaſes in Trade, but would be needleſs were 
they perfectly remedied, yet is it even now not 
without its Inconveniencies: For a Law that con- 
fines, in any degree, our Imports or Exports to 
particular Ships or Men, gives a Monopoly to thoſe 


| for whoſe Benefit the Reftraint is framed, which 
in this Caſe 1s either the Navigation of the Coun- 


tries whoſe ,Growths we import, or elſe our own. 
And this Monopoly is very prejudicial to our Ma- 
nufactures; for it is enacting that ſeveral Neceſ- 
faries arid Materials of Manufacture ſhall not be 


| imported by the cheapeſt Navigation, but by a 


dear one, and of courſe that they ſhall pay dear 
Freights, which muſt raiſe their Price; and if the 
Manufacturer buys his Materials dear, he muſt 
ſell his Manufacture in proportion. Beſides it is 
enacted, that theſe Neceſſaries, c. ſhall not be 
brought from any Country but the Place of 
Growth, or moſt convenient uſual Ports of Ship- 


| ping ; Which gives a Monopoly to Foreigners, and 


to our Merchants, againſt our own People ; for 


Foreigners will always know our Neceſſity for 


any Sort of Goods, and if our ſole Dependence 


lies upon any one Nation, they will not fail to 


make us pay for it. Beſides, this gives Oppor- 
tunity and Security to our Merchants for En- 
groſſing; becauſe, if they import or buy up large 


Quantities of Commodities at the uſual Times of 
Shipping, they are ſecured in what extravagant 


Prices they think proper to impoſe on our People 
till that Time returns, all foreign Nations who 
have laid up Stocks being excluded our Market, 
3 C 3 tho? 


pon our Coaſts, 


4 i 
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tho? they could afford them ever fo cheap. Ac- 


cordingly, the Author of the Britannia Languens, b 
Page 65, inſoms us, That the Danes, taking the F 
Advantage of this Alt, raiſed their Prices and Cuſtoms t 
upon us for Pitch, Tar , and Timber, near double; and i © 
the Leiflanders the ſame for Hemp and Flax. And il © 
in Page 68 he fays, That the excluding great Num- 
bers of foreign Ships from our Ports, muſt hinder the ll © 
vending of great Proportions of our Beef; Pork, Corn, fl | 
Heer, Clothing, and other Neceſſaries. And Page'69, MW 
-The Dutch allow free Commerce to all Foreigners:aud b 
their Ships. Now as this Act makes our Naviga- WW 0 
tion dear, it for that reaſon deprives us of the ! 
Fiſhing-Trade, the great Nurſery / of Seamen, t 
which cannot be carried on but by a cheap Navi. 2 
gation to vie with the Dutch and French, in which IM " 
we make no Progreſs worth ſpeaking of: -There- d 


fore, in this Caſe; this Act has deprived us of tk 
Seamen, inftead of increaſing them; and the Ac- W V 
quiſition of foreign Seamen, in any degree, being tt 
prevented by this Act, gives a Monopoly to our e 
own Sailors, by which means in War- time, or  V 
any Spurt of Trade, they exact near double the in 
Wages that foreign Seamen are content with ; ck 
which oppreſſes our Merchants, brings our Goods W V 
dear to all Markets, giving foreign Manufacturers of 
2 great Advantage againſt our own, and dur Sailors i er 
lying hid in order to get greater Wages by their rat 
Monopoly in the Merchants Service, is one, a. m. 
mongſt other Reaſons, of the Difficulties we find I bu 
in manning the King's Ships. Roger Cote, in his 7 
Diſcourſe on Trade, publiſhed in 1670, Page 27, er 
ſays, That two Years after the Rump mating t Br 
Law, the Building' of Ships became q Penny dearer, I Po 
and Seamens Wages fo exceſſive, that we babe wholly W 
. 'boft the Trades 10 Muſcovy and Greenland thereby. Ce 
Sixth Monopoly. Laws to prevent the Export- for 
ing Woollen Manufactures from Ireland. 1 of 
— — After 
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After the fear that the Value of our Lands ſhould 
be leſſened by the Improvement of Jreland, had 
produced a deſtructive Prohibition of /r// Cat- 
tle, as has been proved already: The People 
of that Country being neceſſitated to find out ſome 
other Employment for their Lands, turned their 
Thoughts to the breeding of Sheep and raiſing a 
Growth of Wool, no fooner was this effected, 
but a Prohibition enſued on our Part to Export the 
Manufactures made of that Wool. This Prohi- 
bition on the 7r; hath ruined the Woollen-Trade 
of Britain, and raifed that of France, for unleſs 


| the Iriſh are ſuffered to export Woollen Goods, 


they muſt fell their raw Wool to the beſt Bidder, 
and that is France; one Pack of Iriſb Wool works 
vp two Packs or more of French Wool, which is 
double the Damage to Britain, that the opening 
the Exports of Woollen Goods from [reland 
would be; and France by leſſening her Taxes ſince 
the laſt War, enabling thereby her People to work 
cheap, could afford to give large Prices for {r: 
Wool, and became the chief Market for.it, have- 
ing thereby raiſed for Exportation an. immenſe 
cheap faleable Manufacture, which their own WO 
was not capable of doing; as this increaſed, that 
of Britain declined, and tho? they are now in- 
ereaſing and we declining, yet ſtill this Fear, or 
rather Infatuation, about the Value of our Lands, 
makes us perſiſt in a Prohibition that not only _ 
hurts the Iriſpb, ruins ourſelves, but enriches the 
French: for as the Caſe now ſtands, either Ireland 
or France muſt have the Woollen Manufacture ; 
Britain by reaſon of its heavy Taxes and Mono- 
polies that make Labour- dear, being out of the 
Queſtion. The Triſh export clandeltinely ſome 
Camblets to Liſbon and underſell the French, there- 
tore the [ri can recover the Woollen-Trade the 
of their Hands; and ſhall we eompliment out 
— C 4 French 
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French with a Trade that we deny our own Sub. 
jets? Nay, one Third of what Treland gets cen: 
ters here at laſt; and ſhall we refuſe ſuch a Sum 
which the Trib would ſnatch n our Enemies 
and pProſens to us? | 


III. of l-jodged Laws. | 

The Laws which give a Bounty on pee IAC 
Bord, Fiſh, and Fleſh, are very prejudicial to our 
Manufactories „ for Wages depending on the high 
or low Price, Corn, Fiſh, and Fleſh bear, the 
Bounties on their Exportation ſerve only to feed 
Foreigners cheaper than our own People to run 
away with our Trade : 'The Pretence of encourag- 
ing Tillage by a Bounty on Corn can have no 
Weight now, ſince our great Improvements in 
Huſbandry, much lefs if we erected Magazines of 
Corn in every County, againſt times of Scarcity ; 
Foreigners never buy Proviſions till they want 
them, and then they muſt have them whether we 
give Bounties or no. The Britiſb Aferchant, Vol. 
II. p. 247. ſays, F we were 4s become a Provina 
1% France, we foould be cbliged to give a Bounty en 


Mol as wwe db on our Corn, that France might have 
it cheaper than our People. And in P-+ 400. he com- 


putes the Value of the Manufacture in our Woullen- 
Goods in general, at three times the Value of the Wool: 
Now I appeal to all Men of Senſe, whether it be 
not much more prejudicial in this Caſe, to feed 
the Workman cheaper, than to fell cheaper the 
Material; the Manufacture being as three to one 


in our Woollen- Trade only, a Bounty on expor- 


ted Wool, tho? abſurd and deſtructive, ſtops there; 
but Bounties on exported Corn, Fiſh, and Fleſh, 

ſerve to feed the French cheaper than our own Peo- 
ple, to run away not only with our Woollen, but 


alſo our Silk, Linen, and Iron Manufactures; e- 


1 "0g we can undertake, all Trade, all Navi- 
| gation : 


„* 
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- MW gation: Is not this Conduct more abſurd, more 
+ WW deſtructive, could we have acted more ſervily had 
n we become a Province to France, or rather is not 
8 this the way to make us ſo? All Attempts to con- 


fine our Wool at Home muſt prove vain until our 
People are eaſed of Taxes, Monopolies, and Ill- 
judged Laws, equally with or beyond Forcigners ; 
for while the French can underwork us ſo much 
they can afford to give vaſt Prices for our Wool, 
and what effect any Prohibition will have againſt 
vaſt Profits, the Reader may judge. The Penalty 
of Death hinders not Bullion from being brought 
away from Spain and Portugal. Sir F. Child re- 
marks upon this Subject of our Wool, in his Tra 
on Trade, p. 157. That they that can give the beſt 
Price far a Commodity ſhall never fail to have it by 
one Means or other, notwith/landing the Oppeſition of 
any Laws, or Interpoſition of any Power by Sea or 
Land; of ſuch Force, Subtilty, and Vilente is the 
| general Courſe of Trade. It ſeems ſomething ſur- 
priſing, that in ſuch ſmall Countries as the Britiſp 
Nands there ſhould be ever ſuppoſed to grow ſuffici- 
ent Quantities of Wool, and that of peculiar Sorts. 
too, to glut all the World with their Manufactures, 
| or that it ſhould be thought a reaſonable Anſwer » 
to the Queſtion; How comes our Woollen- Trade 
to decay? to ſay, The Quantities made are too 
great for the Conſumption, did we not frequently 
meet with it in Converſation. Theſe Iſlands are 
not the 350th Part of the computed Superficies. 
of the whole Earth; to think that one Part with 
only what it can ſpare from its own Conſumption, 
ſhould be able to overſtock with a Commodity 
univerſally neceſſary 349 other Parts, is ſtrange ; 
but the Solution of the Myſtery is this, that we 
by our Taxes and Monopolics cannot give the Manu- 
facture the Vent it wears Beans „or is now. capa- 
ble of, for the Material is ſo far from being a Drug 
— n ＋ 5 So 1 * . 1 that 
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that volta give any Price for it, and ve are 
foreed to attempt the preventing its Exportation by 
fevere Penal Laws ; it is therefore the Manufacture, 
that being raiſed to an extravagant Price by Taxes 
and Laws, which make Proviſions dearer to our 
own People than to Foreigners, we cannot give 

Vent to near home, and are deprived doing of it in 
the remote Trades to ; Parts of the World by our 


Monopoliſing Companies, whereby | ie Quan- 


tities of Woollen Goods being crowded for Sale 
into a few Ports, become conſequently deſpiſed 
and undervalued ; whereas, were our Trade quite 
free, we ſhould ſend but ſmall Quantities of Wool. 


lens to the refpe&ive numerous Ports we then 
traded to, which would naturally increaſe their 


Price, for being the beſt manufactured, as they 
grew ſcarce they would become eſteemed and de- 
e inſomuch that we might be obliged to 
ort Wools ourſelves to anſwer the Demand; 
it is our ill Management of our Trade and that 
only, Which enables Foreigners to deprive us even 
of our natural Advantages, . of which our Wool- 
len- rie Is ene. 

Our Laws relating to our Poor are a avaſt En- 
| couragement to Idleneſs. 

By obliging Pariſhes to maintain their e own Pape” 
we intitle them to a certain Maintenance whether 
they deſerve it or. no, ſo that when Proviſions are 
<heap they won't wott-.aboye' Half the Week, but 
fot. or idle away half their Time, laying nothing 

up for Sickneſs or old Age, becauſe the Pariſh muſt 

rovide for them then; this is one of the Reaſons 
why the Wages of our Servants. and Labourers 
are ſo exceſſibe high, becauſe. our Eaws provid- 
ing for the Idle, none will work without being 
extravagantly paid; whereas had: they nothing to 
depend upon, but their Induftry, or the CHaracter 


of i it to recommend them 80 the Charitable in, their 
Misfortunes, 
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* Misfortunes, they would be glad of conſtant Work 
at moderate Prices, to ſupport - themſelves, be 
more Frugal to make a Reſerve againſt - times of 
Adverſity, and more An to deſerve chat Re- 
lief they might want. 

Beſides, theſe Laws are e vaſtly n for the 
Poors Rates being very high, are a heavy Tax 
on the Induſtrious to maintain the Idle, and as: 
_ every poſitive Tax muſt raiſe the Prices of La- 
bour and Goods, the Induſtrious are thereby {till 
more oppreſt, and the Sale of our Goods hindered 
Abroad, for our Labour is grown fo: exceſſively 
Dear, chat we loſe all Trades where F oreigners 
eome in Competition with us. 

Idleneſs is ftill more encouraged by the Defects 
of our Laws againſt Vagabonds, a free People 
are always brave, and the Brave always Com- 
paſſionate, which being a diſtinguiſhing Character 
of our People, they are eaſily impoſed on by the 

leaſt Appearance of Diſtreſs, ſo that ſome Beggars 
who can counterfeit Miſery well, get more Money 
in a Day than many diligent Labourers, to the 
great Diſcouragement of the Induſtrious, who ſee 
Idleneſs ſo well rewarded; whereby our Roads 
and Streets warm with Beggars, alt the Diſtur- 
bance they meet with, being now and then turned 
by a Beadle out of bis Pariſh. into the next, which 
is only ſhifting the Evi from one Door to ano- 
ther, but works no Reformation And if an En- 
quiry could: be made into the manner that our 
Poor now ſpend thoſe Alms they receive from 
their Pariſhes, I believe the greateſt Part wag 
would appear to be ſquander'd away in Drams, 
and that the bulk of en are maintained only to- 
get drunk. £68 . 

The ſuffering people to fine FR Pariſh-Offices 
is one of the greateſt Defects in theſe Laws, for 
the better Sort. of Houſekcepers paying to ſave 
theraſelyes; 
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60 
themſelves the Trouble of putting our Laws in 
force, the Execution; of them is left to the In- 
ferior, who have not time to ſpare from their 
Callings to do it well; who are too often tempted 
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to ſquander away the Money raiſed for the Pobr 
in feaſting, or turn it to their Profit by furnithing 
Workhouſes with Neceſſaries at extrvagant Prices; 


whereby the Pariſhioners are high- rated, and. the 


- Pariſhes brought-into Debt. 
It is a common Saying, that our 1 ate 
good, but ill executed; to which I anſwer, That 
à Law not executed is worſe than no Law at all, 
- therefore cannot be good; for the weakneſs of a 
Law appearing by its being evaded, makes the 
People have a mean Opinion of the Wiſdom of 
the Legiſlature, and brings a Contempt on our 
Laws in general, therefore muſt be bad. A Law 
that by its Rewards or Puniſhments does not en- 


0 foree Obedience to its Commands, is in effect no 


een at all, and hat has no Effect does no 
QO EI V3.3 £455 
b. Our Www thay fix and ſettle the Poet be⸗ 
tween our. Gold and Silver Coins, are * preju, 
: diclal. G91 

For in Metals themſelves vary here i in Value 
tweekdy- as the Proportion changes abroad, one or 
other of gur Coins, muſt be carried away with 
loſs: to the Nation, as the Caſe is now with our 
Silver Coins \; as for example A Pound of Stan- 
dard Silver is coined into 62 g. ſo that one Pound 
and zz thereof make 63 6. and Exchanges for 
three Guineas. By Caſtaing' s Paper of February 
5 1746: Standard Silver was at 5s. 7 + per Ounce, | 
Which makes for one Pound and. z;; 685. 72d. & 
being above 55. 74. 4. more than the Currency; 
almoſt nine per Cent. toſs to us, and gain to 
Foreigneis who carry away our Siver Coin: Can 
We womens at the ſcarcity of it when we- make it 
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in o profitable an Article to be carried away? Mr. 
Locle obſerves in his Con/iderations,, &c. Page 167. 
If your Law jet it, i. e. the Proportion f Gold 10 


ed {MS:lver at 15, [when it is at the free: Market Rate in 
or hr neighbouring Countries as 16 to1. Mill they not 
ng d hither their Silver to fetch away your Gold at Ar 
>; % to you? Or if you will keep. its Rate to Silver as 
be ß t x, when in Holland, France, and Spain, its 


Market Value is but 14. Will they not ſend hither 


xe heir Cold and fetch your Silver at {+ loſs to you ? 
nat 75 is unavaidable if you will make Money / both Gold 
ill, Wand Silver at the ſame time, and ſet Rates upon them 
f a by Law in reſpeti of one another. N 


the And here it may not be improper to obſerve, 


of chat our expenſive Law-Suits are deſtructive to 
our rade, making Traders often fubmit to Impoſi- 


ions rather than ſeck a Remedy, that by its Ex- 
pence often proves worſe than the Diſeaſe; or where 
uſtice is uncertain to be obtained through the Un- 


aw 


no | 

no {MWſkilfulnefs of the Courts of Law, which ſeldom 
Pully comprehend the Intricacy of Mercantile 
be-Niſputes and Accounts. The Counſel confeſs it 


n open Court, and often perplex a Cauſe by their 
gnorance which they ſhould clear up by their 


nowledge ; and many times the Judge in ſum- 
or ing up the Evidence, will ſay to the Jury that 
vich Ihe Diſpute is a Matter of Trade which I don't 
nderſtand and you do; and many Cauſes have by 
tan - Nautious Judges been recommended to be left to 
und Ine Reference of ſome of the Jury, ending at a 
for Nreat Expence what might have been done without 
zary y worth mentioning. It would be juſt as rea- 
xce, {Wnable for Lawyers to conſult Merchants in Points 
. MW Law, as Merchants them in Points of Trade, 
cy; Taſes in which they are equally ignorant: Be- 
to des, to what, a vaſt 1 are not Creditors 
Can WV in taking out Commiſſions againſt Bankrupts, 
ce it hich of all Caſes ſhould be ended with —— 
ſo alt, and where Loſſes are already but too bad, 
; 18 
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is it not barbarous to make them worſe by a hea 
Epen, ? For the reſt, the Reader is referred i 
Sir Joſiaß Child's Diſeourſt on Trade, Page 141 v4 
Where this Subject is finely treated on 

I ſhall now attempt to ſhew in "ſome Degret 
the Amount of « our Monopolies and ee 

Laws. 

Tho? it be 80 my Capacity to Pant out et 
actly the Advance in the Prices of our Goods, o 
caſion'd by each ſeparate Monopoly or ill-judgs 
Law, that ruins Trade, or to fix the utmoſt dt 

ee that our Taxcs joined to them carry the ar 
ficial Value to; yet an Attempt at ſome Amount 
ſufficient for our Purpoſe, may be made. As oy 
Woollen-Trade is our greateft Concern, the EN 
ample ſhall be drawn from that. 

De Wit in his Memoirs, Page 57. ſays, That th 
making a Piece of Clith in Holland cos 70 Livra 
of which the Normen pay 20 for Taxes. bl. 
Work then untaxed would be only 50 Livres, : 
20 Livres charged on 50, is juſt 40 per Cent. Ta 
on Labour: The Dutch Taxes have been con 
derably raiſed ſince De Wit's time to ſupport | tin 
French Wars, which may amount to as much agi 
for aught I know, but to make the Calculatid 
appear the fairer by being moderate, I ſhall fup 
pole the Increaſe only at 10 per cem. making! 
all 50 per Cent. Tax on Dutch Labour. 
* Engliſh Wool ſmuggled to Foreigners, ſells 
above 50 per Cent. Advance on the Engliſp Price 
they find it anſwers as well or better than an 
other Foreign Wools they import, otherwiſe the 
'would not covet it ſo much as they do, or we mal 
ſevere Laws in vain to prevent their having it. 

In the Obſervations on Britiſh Wool, p. 53, C 
Author ſuppoſes the Vale of a Pack of Engliſh Cink 
ing- woa, at 61. ' 'The, Weight of a Pack of Wot 
being 240 Founde, is juſt 64. ber! Found. In 
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iz he ſays, The Price of Engliſh and Triſh Cortbing - 
vl at Abbeville was (about the Vear 173 8) at 
70d and 102 Sterling the Pound; which Ba Price 
$101. 10s. a Paek, and juſt 75 per Cent. Advance 
on the Engliſh price; which will not be thought 
extraordinary, when a Survey 15 taken of the Pe- 
alties the Smugglers incur by our Laws, if de- 
2&ed, Gene the ani gd Cm. Ge] 
Wor 

By the oth and roth of William ITT. 2 e 
arrying towards the Sea in Kent and Suſſex, unlſ3 
ntered,, and Security given, is forfented, with 38. 
Yer Pound Penalty. 
By the gth and 10th of William III. 2 Laden 
n any Ship for Exportation, unleſs entered - and Se. 
h CY given, is farfeited,. with. 38. per Pound Pe- 


tur 

Th 5 the 12th off Charles II. Maſter and rn 
s, wing thereof, and aſſiſting, to forfeit all thein 
. Ti ad and Chartels, and Suffer r three Months Impriſon - 
con en:. 


rt tui Ey the 776 and 8h of of William III. Perſons 722 
in the „ 2 77 er three Months Impri- 
ment, without Bail or Mainprige. 
By Ditto, The Inhabitants 5 4 Place out of or 
bro” which- the Wool is carried or exported; - are 
forfeit, 20k. if the Goods" be under the Value of 
* but | if above, treble the Lale, and treble 0 offs 
uit. 
an a By Ditto, To be recovered by Adtim desi the 
Wb 02ers and their Aſiftants. 
e mak y the 5th of George II. Wool I ſeized” on board « ary 


it. l without Cocket, or Warrant ihe Veſſel, her Guns, 
5 3, Me and Parniture to be forfeited. 
Em By the 4th! of! George I. Perſons" not paying Ge 


= vetovered in three Months, the Court nay order 
Peron — ſeven Years, as for- Rim. 


Tae 


— 


1! by An Essay on the Cauſes of the - 

1 The Dutch have intirely beat us out of the Trad. 
10 to Portugal in the midling Sorts of Cloths, be. Hat 
i | tween 8 and 1x5. per Yard; and I appeal to ow 

Ui Clothiers if. che mixt Cloths made for Exportation if 
between thoſe Prices, are not reduced to a men e 
lil Trifle in Quantity, to what they were formerly: . 
Ul! or rather, if hardly any be made. A Dutch Clou 
1 then may be fairly computed to have 50 per Cem 
Wi Advance upon it in the Price of its Woot a 
Wl Taxes on its Labour, and yet comes cheaper to ai" 
=_ foreign Market than an Zag//þ: one; the latte 
bl muſt have a fictitious Value "of above that Sum 
lf upon it, and as 1 per Cent. is ſufficient to turn th . 
WW: Scale of a Trade that is in A quilibrio, I ſhall com 
an” pute the fictitious Value of an Engl, ju Cloth bull” 
110 at 51 per Cent. IL 
|} r 6) 
14 11 Page 20 the Amount of oury _ hut 
00 Taxes on the Expences of our Peo- © 31 per Cn 
N le is abe = 
N Therefore the Monopolies and 
2 IIl. judged Laws. that affect this N 20 2 C 
— may be about 1 ; 
i" UT Tomes 51 ber Cat T 
ol | A Bale of Engliſh Cloths now coſting { 10 Is 
1 Has included in that Price an Artificial; % 
—— i value ariſing from Taxes, Monopolies,, : 0 
1 and Ill-judged Laws, with. their Cane wad! 1 / 

9 quences, as above "- 2M 

ol | G7 
i iN Which whe ſubliratted, the naw. W—_ 
\| Value of a Bale of Cloths, if freed from £4 iy 
| [ Taxes, &c. would be only... Ty * ; a. 
— Wi; 51. charged'by Taxes, 8 Il ach "6 
— ed Laws, with part of their Conſequences on 291 4 


is above 104 per Cent. and is ſo far an Artific 


Halut 
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alue added to our Goods, at a low Compu- 
ation. 

Beſides the Prejudice done to Trade by this Ar- 
ificial Value we give our Goods, it likewiſe wea- 
Jens and diſtreſſes the Government, which is 
Forced to raiſe above double the Sums neceſſary on 
Wc People for every Piece of Service, whereby 

NMurmurs and Difcontents ariſe, the People grow 
oner impoveriſhed and unable to raiſe the Sup- 
lies; for above half the Value of every thin g 
e want being fictitious, Toe ure forced to raiſe the 
Wome Money to maintain 112,500 Men, as the French 
to maintain 300,000, as appears by the Brittfh 
erchant, Vol. 1. Page 7. and if the ſame dif- 
rence of Expence holds in the Fleets, that 
ole Conſideration ſhould, I think, open our 
yes to make our Security greater; by throwing 
put all fictitious Value from our Labour and Goods; 
be able to cope with theſe our only dangerous 

nemies on more equal Terms. 


IV. Our hae National Debt. 
This is fraught with many Inconveniences. 
Firft, It has ruined our Trade, by ſerving for 
Pretence to continue thoſe Taxes on Cotnmodi- 
es, the deſtructive Conſequences of which to 
rade I have before proved. 

Secondly, It deſtroys private Credit : The datals 
Europe for the Year 1739, Page 444, juſtly re- 
ark, That theſe Funds fir drew out of private 
lands moſt of that Money "which Poul, and other» 
th would have been lent to dur Merchants and Tradeſ- 

n; this made it difficult for ſuch to borrow any 
Loney upon Per ſonal Security, and this Dyfficulty Joon 
ae it unſafe to lend Monty upon fuch Security, which 
2 defrayed all 8 Credit k and ee in- 
duur Trade 4 an general. 


— 
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Thirdy, It encourages Idleneſs; for ſeveral peo 
ple making from 3 to 4 per Cent. of their Money 
ſleeping, are mere Drones in the Hive, Mews mnt | 
no Land, nor extending any Trade. 

-. Fourthh, It encourages Luxury; Idlenefs is the 
Mother of Vice, and a mere Stockholder beihy 


the idleſt Perſon upon Earth, has nothing to ſtudy 
but how to kill Time by Vanities and Luxuries, Mts 
in which this Nation has of late Days made 4 | 
great Proficiency. 00 
Fifthly, It waſtes the Body-politick ; for a gred ; 
Part of our National Debt (computed by ſome alli 
12 Millions) belonging to Foreigners not refiding 7 
here, but whoſe Intereſt is remitted abroad, they s 
are in the ſame State, with reſpect to the Nation 
as Landholders Abſentees, thoſe Cankers to th 11 
Riches of a Country, ſuppoſing the Intereſt or 
mitted abroad to Wee to be only 406 20008 att 
Hmm. 

If our Trade prove but a Iitle beneficial, f 
large a Sum going yearly will certainly keep vs 
| oor. 1 
If our Trade brings us in neither profit or Lo- ra 
and the current Caſh of the Nation is 12. M 
lions, the Intereſt paid Wee, in * Tes roc 
will run away with it all. Vt 
But if the general Balance of our Trade com pt 
to be againſt us, the ſending abroad yealy Mone 
to pay that Balance, joined to the above 400,0008e « 
per Annum Intereſt,” muſt bring Deſtruction up ati 
us Ike a Whirlwind. 80 fine a Situation ar! 
our Debts brought ri anc 
| Jul 
o conclude this firſt Head: © uſe 
The Foreign Trade of every Country muſt ark 
einc EL W | 
That lays unequal Taxes and oppridſies Ech ne 
en its People. mb 
Cre poll nel 


_ p 
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Cramps its Trade, the 4020008 5 Riches, „ 115 
igh Cuſtoms: and Prohibitions. ag 
Suffers many Monopolies. n | 
Oppreſles its People by P kidsg u the 1 r- 


the ation of Victuals, under the Pretence of rating 
inc Value of its Lands: | 1963-1 
uch Gives Bounties to feed r cheaper chan 


ts own People. 

Encourages Idleneſs by bad Laws relating to its 
A «ws 1 

Tempts Foreigners to carry away its Coin for 
fs than its intrinſie Value. 1 
Makes the obtaining Juſtice: chargeable, - : 
Suffers | a heavy National Debt, contracted in 
me of War, to continue unpaid in time of Peace. 
Theſe are the Cauſes of the Decline of our 
oreign Trade, which having my © 9 
1 wood us to treat. | 


PART) u. 


The Renter why whe! Decline of Foreign 
rade ſinks the Value of Land. 

Fir/t, By ſinking the Markets at home for the 
roduce of Land being rendered exceſſively dear, 
Y the Cauſes before mentioned, Foreigners will 
ot take its Superſluities; and Labour being by 
e ſame Cauſes rendered exceſſively dear too, 
e cannot 5 or improve that Produce, 
ations that can ſ upply cheaper overſtocking the 
arkets abroad; ſo that the Produce of the 
ands not being carried off as uſual, muſt be- 
me a dead Stock on the Farmers Hands, and 
uſe great Quantities to be crowded into the 
bots, where being Encouragement but for 
Buyers, the Price naturally falls; as for in- 
nee, the declining: Demand for our Woollen 
ode abroad, falls 12 Price of Wool now at 
me. Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe that in 1699 we exported j 
to Turkey 40,000 Cloths, the Value of bc £! 80 5a 

Raw Wool in each being 2/. amounts to 

. Suppoſe that in 1738 we exported Y 
to Turkey 8,000! Cloths, the Value of 1 
Raw V dodgy in each being 11.1 tos. a- * 


125,000 


. 1 | 
mung 


The difference of the Value of q 85 
Wool b. Oe in thoſe two e 45 N 


Wools of this Vain lag ee on Ind 
muſt make a Glut; the Farmers puſh- to ſell a 
Market, but in vain, unleſs at under Prices; fot 
the Wool-ſtaplers, finding the Demand decreaſe 
decreaſe in Number themſelves; ſome break 
ſome leave off Trade, ſome take to other Trades; 
for many Sellers with great Stocks on hand, 
and few Buyers, naturally fall the Markets, and 
the Landlords prefling the Tenants for Rent, and 
threatning to feize if Payments are not made, 
the Wool muſt be ſold at any rate to Taiſe Wo 
ney ; and there being yearly 68,0004. leſs Mo 
ney brought into the Nation to be laid out in 
Wool than in former times, the Price muſt 
ſtill lower on that account; the lower the Pro- 
duce fells, the leſs Rent the. Farmer can gi 
for Land; the worſe the Markets, the great! 

Arrears of Rent the Farmer runs into 5-- 

axes, Me es, Se. aking Labour and 
Neceflaries grow dearer, and the Decay of Fo 
reign Trade making the Wool fell cheaper, mul 
break him in the end, and then the Farm 5 
thrown on the Landlaid's Hands, who, unwik 
ling to fall the Rent, keeps it in the Manage. 
ment of Stewards or Bailiffs, whoſe Profit an 
Charges ſeldom make it pay the old Rent, ba 5 
1 ends in mortgaing "be Land, urea 
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t; and as theſe Caſes grow more frepuent, more 
Eſtates will be at Market, and conſequently the 
eſs Prices they will fetch. 

Secondly, By increaſeing, the Number of the Poor 
> burden the Land, 

The poor, wanting Employment, muſt be ſing 
ported by the Lind; 3 if Foreigners give them 
ork, they give them Bread ; but when Trade 
annot maintain them, Land muſt, vide p. 7. 
hen the Poor's Rates are heavier than the 
ennant can bear, the Landlord muſt pay them, 
ither by Allowance in the Rent, or by taking 
e Farm into his own Hands; or elſe by the 
reaking of his Tenant, who has paid that Mo- 
ey to the Poor's Rates his Landlord ſhould have 


eaſe feceived. 

cal Suppoſe in 1699 the Labour 0 

des pete above 40, 00 Cloaths Io 40, People 
= we given Employment to 

. 7 Suppoſe in 1738 the Labour of) 
. e above 8,000 Cloaths to have p 8,900 People 
ren Employment to ö 

＋＋ The Difference Ws . 32,000 People : 


Suppoſe theſe 32,000 people to 
ae earned by their Labour former- /{ 
from Foreigneas 6 /. per Annum \ f 
ach, it amounts to "© 
But , wanting Employment, they 5 
ome on the Pariſh at 15. 6 d. 


£0 ek each, which for one Year i 

5 monuts to ION ES | B IE | 
— The Difference to o de Lat 7 v 
t an ene Lear . 


ello . n For 
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For as the Land, by the Decay of- Horeig 
T rade, receives nat the firſt Sum, and is by thi 
ſame Cauſe ſaddled with the latter, it makes l 
annual Difference ;of: the above two Sums to the 
Landholders in this ſingle Branch: of Labour, 
and is the ſame in proportion for * ehen uy 
ed Branches of Trade. 

Thirdly, By decreaſing the Stock of people. 

For as Employment leſſens, the moſt Induftii 
ous, rather than ſtarve here, will fly to -othd 
Countries where Trade can maintain them; fl. 
the Gonſumption, of- Theſe being taken away, 
the Demand at Market muſt, grow-leſs, and d 
- eourſe Rents muſt fall; yet the Farmers Charges 
muſt grow greater: for the fewer Hands, th 
higher Wages are; this muſt break him' in the 
end, and produce all the Conſequences followiny 
that Mis fortune, mentioned in the firſt Remi 
Beſides, tis Men that trade, and bring in Meno 
will be brought! in; and the: les Money d the ti 
Rent can be given for Land. 

_ Pourthly, By- decreaſing our Riches: 

This is a Conſequence of the aboye three Re 
marks; for having fewer Goods capable of be 
ing exported by reaſon. of their dear Price, /an 

Manufactures declining muſt in time be lol 
= "pads the Importation of foreign Goods mul 
naturally increaſe, and more Money 8⁰ out! U 
2 y for them. 2121 195157 7 "Qt v1.7 Atti: [LID 
I have laid it down as a Maxim in Page 
That Nations which haue no Mines 77 Gold und Si 
ver, have no Means to get them but by Foreign Tui 
we according. ta the Degree of theſe Metals they fi 

the Prices of their - Conimadities, and enn 
25 Value s 1 at their HOT: riſe and fall in N 
which I ſhall now prove. 
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The Britannia Languens Page 12, ſays, I there 
ere but 500 l. in England, an Ox could: hardly be 
worth 4 Penny; therefore the Rent muſt bear its 
Proportion to the Riches. This appears | by 
attland's Hiftory of London; for he ſays, that in 
the Year of 961 Land ſold at 18. per Acre, The 
Reaſon that Land then bore ſo low a Price, was, 
e low Price the Produce ſold at; for he ſays that 
the Year 1000, an Os ſold for: 284 6d, a Cow 
or 28. 4 Sheep for TS. and a Swine for '8d. 
his could be only owing to the little Foreign 
rade the Nation then had, and conſequently to 
he little Quantity of Gold. and er Trade had 
en brought i in. 
But if it ſhould be aſked, What is the Reaſon 
at at preſent all things are naturally ſo much: 


Days? The Anſwer is, That the | Quantities of 
old and Silver brought to Europe ſince the Pro- 
neſs made by the Spaniards and Portugueſe in A- 
rica, have made thoſe Metals more common 
nd of leſs Value than formerly, ſo that 205. 
ill hardly purchaſe what 15. would before the 
iſcovery of the West- Indies. 


heir Gold and Silver for us to pick up; we have 
et ſuch Quantities as we have but by our Trade 


ad an Over-balance upon them, and' Were over- 
alan ced by us. 


produce, is the Proportion of Gold and Silver 
lat foreign Trade hath brought into and left in 

lüge Nation: If the preſent Quantity was to be 
ortionubled by Foreign Trade, the natural Price of 


H ding to the Price the Farmer can ſell his Com- 
| modity 


dranced in Price, to what they were in thoſe 


The 95 paniards and Portugueſe don't throw away 
o Mines of theſe Metals, eee could not 


0 Spain and Portugal, or to thoſe: Countries that 


80 that the preſent aural. Price of Land, ok 5 


and, and its Produce, muſt be ſo too; for ac- 
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modi at Market, he can pay for the Rent of 
Land; and no otherwiſe. If our Foreign Trade 
decays until the preſent Money in the Nation be 
half — away, the Produce of Land muſt ſel 
for half the natuarally Price it does now, end Land 
muſt let at half the Rent it naturally bears now; 
but if we ſhould go on declining, until we have 
no more Money left in the Nation than there was 
in 961 or 1000, the Prices of Land, and it 
Produee, can be no more than they bore i in thoſe 
Days, (Taxes, Sc. deducted.) 
Therefore if the Landed- Gentlemen ae 
mind to raiſe or ſink the Value of their Land,, 


the eneouraging or diſcouraging our Foreign Trade 


is the only Means to do either, ſo eloſely unitet 

are Land and Trade; their true Intereſts are the 

ſame ; they muſt ſtand or fall WES" T eng 
The Sum of all is this: 1 5 5 _ 

- Thatwhat Foreigners take from o- mr 

... 'thers inſtead of us, | Sinks th 


i What the Poorhad given them in- 125 2 0 


ſtead of buyin Jing, 
The Scarcity People, 
The 3 of Money, 


(oe 


Faxes, Monopolies, IH-judged fas; anda 
onal Debts, are the Cauſes: of the Decline of our 
Foreign Trade; the Decline of Foreign Trade 
cauſes the above four Calamities ; and they ſik 


the Value of Lands. The Taxes, Monopolics, 


Ill-judged Laws, and National Debts, are the 


Cauſes of all, therefore they are Cauſes of he 
OS: on the Value of Lands. | th 2641 09 

50 10 112 hae 
"PART . 5 


j 
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It is a manifeſt Inſtance of the great Natural 
Advantages in Trade this Nation enjoys, that it 
hath not been ruined long ago by the Conſequences 
of our own Ill-Management ; as I ſhall have 
frequently occaſion to mention the former, it 
will be proper here to ſhew what they are; and, 
as the Dutch and French are our great Rivals in 
Trade, to compare our Natural Advantages with 
theirs. 0 e 
Firſt, Our Situation is the ſecureſt of any in 
Europe, not liable to the Incurſions of our Neigh- 
bours, as the Dutch are; we have more good 
Harbours than any Nation on the Continent, 
open all the Lear; whereas the French Ports for 
Ships of any Burden are few, and thoſe far aſun- 
der; and the Dutch Ports few, dangerous, and 
froze up in the Winter. We are ſurrounded b 
the greateſt Fiſnery in the World, which the 
French and Dutch are both deficient in, and ſeek 
at great Hazard and Expence on our Coaſts. Our 
Country is healthy and pleaſant ; whereas Holland 
is cold, marſhy, and unwholeſome. 55 
Secondly, Our Government is the moſt mild and 
excellent of any in Europe; whereas the Govern- 
ment in France is arbitrary, and in Holland very 
ſevere. 8 | he a 
Thirdly, Our Plenty of Proviſions exceeds all 
Europe; no Nation having that Plenty, both of 
Corn and Fleſh-Meat, that we abound in; for 
Holland is deficient in both, and buys of us; 
and France cannot well victual Ships without 
lriſb Beef; and its Harveſts being more precarious 
than ours, the French are forced to make fre- 
quent Purchaſes of Corn from us. | 
"WM f%thly, Our Iſlands abound in excellent Wool, 
de 0fCoals, Lead, Tin, Leather, Butter, and Tal- 
ande low; all which both French and Dutch are deſici- 
Mer in, and forced to buy of us. 
D 


We 


— 
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We have Oak for Ship-building, which both 
Dutch and French want. In our Plantations we 
build vaſt Numbers of Ships, which the French are 
deficient in, and forced to buy of us. 

As the Dutch are forced to purchaſe every thing, 
they are out of the Queſtion ; but the French have 
vaſt Quantities of Wines and Brandies ; they 


have Silk, Oil, Hemp, and Flax; in theſe, at pre. 


ſent, we are deficient ; but we have Lands in 
our Colonies, for a T. rifte, fit to raiſe them all 
cheaper than the French can do; beſides other 
Commodities which they . want, ſuch as Rice, 
Tobacco, Pitch, Tar, Maſts, and Bowſprits. 


F£ifthly, Our Sailors are the moſt expert, and 


our Ships the beſt-built of any; fo that we could 
have = Preference in the carrying Trade ; no 
Merchant but would ſhip his Goods on an * 
lip Veſſel at equal Freight preferably to one 0 
any other Country; and the former can be . 
at the cheapeſt Premium. 

To all this may be added, that our people are 
brave, laborious, and ſtrong; extreme neat Work. 
men, improving to the utmoſt the Inventions of 
others: And our Merchants the moſt generous 
and honourable in Trade, with whom all Natian 
are fond to dell. 

With all theſe ſuperior Natural Ad we 

cannot be hurt but by ourſelves; tis our own 
covetous Folly only that can undo us. Had our 
Trade been ſuffer'd to take its natural Channel, 
Foreigners could not have diverted its Courſe, not 
ever can, unleſs theſe Natural Advantages are an- 
nihilated; and they may as well attempt to ſink 
our Illands in the Occan, as while they remain 
to deprive us of the Benefits reſulting from theit 
Situation and Produce, if we take only a Reſolu- 
tion to open our Eyes; ſo that tho? our Wound; 


arc deep, and ha We brought us. ſbome chat low, 
| | vet 


—— 22 — * 
= —— —  —— —— ——— 


iv 
fu 


Decline of the FoREion TRADE. LE 
yet are they not incurable ; if they are neglected, 
de the general Decay muſt be compleated in our 
e Ruin, but with proper Care we may riſe to a 
| more flouriſhing Condition than we ever yet 
g, knew. And tho' all the Means neceſſary there- 
ve to cannot be ſuppoſed to fall within the Compaſs 
ey of any one Man's Capacity, yet is it the Duty of 
c. every Man, in time of need, to contribute = fo 
in thing, though in part only, and by way of Eſ- 


all WW fay. As ſuch, the er Propoſals are of- 
ler fered. 


ce 
N PR O POS A 8. 
nd ll 
uld 1. To take off our unequal Taxes and oppreſ- 


no five Exciſes, and to lay one Tax on the Con- 
g: ſumers of Luxuries. 


II. To take off our Cuſtoms, and make all our 
Ports free. 


III. To aboliſh our Monopolies, unite Ireland, 


on the ſame Footing in Trade. 

IV. To withdraw the Bounties on exported 
Corn, and erect publick Magazines in every 
County. | 


V. To diſcourage Idleneſs, by well-regulating 
our Poor. 

VI. To- make our Silver the current legal Mo- 
ney only, at a fix'd Rate, and let Gold find its 
own Value. 

VII. To Srevite expenſive Law-Suits ruining 
Traders, by erecting Court-Merchants in Tyading | 

owns. 

VIII. To pay off our Debts by publick Bonds, 
bearing Intereſt, negotiable by Indorſement, and 
liquidating part of our Debts yearly, _ 

IX. To encourage our Plantations in raiſing 
S Stout, 


and put all the Subjects in theſe three Kingdoms 5 


76 An Ess Ax on the Cauſes of the 
Growths, by permitting their Exportreion diae ctly 
to any Part of Europe. 

X. To erect a Drawing - School at the Publick 
Expence, and not ſuffer the French to be the only 
People of Taſte and Invention. 
| RI. To improve the Navigation of our Riven 
as far as they are ne 


Firſt and Second P ROPOSALS. 


To lay One Tax on the Confamers of Luxuries, 

and take off all our other Taxes, Exciſes, and 
Cuſtoms ; and when that is done „to make all our 
Ports Free. 
As the Money-Affair is always the grand Ob. 
ject, ſomething, by way of Equivalent, muſt be 
given for the Taxes taken off; as ſuch, the fol. 
l Scheme is offered. ; 


A PROPOSAL for raiſing one only Tax on the Cm. 
ſumers of Luxuries. 


n hereby propoſed, That all Perſons uſing 
wearing, or drinking the following Articles of 


Luxury as particularly ſpecified, be obliged to 


take out a Licence yearly, paying each one Sub- 
ſidy for each Article of Three Half-pence in the 
Pound only, on the computed Income they 
ſhould have to ſupport the Station of Life they 
voluntarily place themſelves in, by the Article of 
Luxury they uſe, wear, or drink, as by 4 the Ex- 
ample underneaths 


All 


A 


KA 


3 


10 


II 


[2 


ly 


> 
uy 


Els 


ies, 
and 
our 


Jb- 
be 
fol- 


1011s 


All 


All Perſons 


\ and Six for their Uſe, 


Two for their Uſe, 
N. B. Charts, 


6. Wearing Jewels for) 


and Women on their 


| their Sideboards or Ta- 
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Computed Incomes 


1. Keeping two Coaches : 1 


2. Uſing Diſhes or Plates) 
of Silver atthcir Tables 
commonly called Ser. (4222 } 
vices of Plate, 

3. Keeping a Coach — 

Six for their Uſe, 200 

4. Keeping a Coach and 
Four for their Uſe, 

5. Keeping a Coach and 800 


O 


1 


 Feur-wheel © | 
Chaiſes, &c. are included in 
- the Term Coach. | ' 
their Dreſs, beſides Neck- 
Laces, Solitaires „Rings, 
or E ar- Rings, 
7. Keeping a Sedan Chair 1 
10 We,, 
Wearing Gold Dd 


800 


800 


pe Men on their Coats, „ 00. 


Gowns, 


* 
bles, not ha ing Services, 
10. Uſing China Services 
of Dithes and Plates at 


8 


| 
A 


2 


> 


— DES 


2 


At . in the Pound. 


9. Uſing Silver Plate wt 


their Tables, 

II. Wenlng Necklaces!” | 
Solitaires of Jewels for 

their Dreſs, beſides Rings 
or Ear-Rings, 

12. Keeping 


à Chair or 
Chaiſe with one Hor 250 


* their Uſe, D 3 


J. 
50 


O 
Un 


3 
Vo 


S. d. 


OO © 


oO 


O0 
OO 


02 


02 6 
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Computed Incomes J. . d. 

13. Drinking Wine in their ) 5 0 
Houſes, Lodging, or Too 12 6 
Service, or 
14. Wearing Gold or Sil- 
ver for their Dreſs, ex- 


— 


At Three Half-pence in the Pound. 


cept on Coats, Gowns, ins 6 
Hats, or Shoes, . 


15. Wearing Jewels 0 
5 


O 
O 
. 
0 
S 


Rings or Ear-Rings, 
6. Uling no Silver Plate 
but Spoons, 
17. Drinking Brandy, Rum 
or any Spirits, in Houſe, go! 
Lodging, or Service, 
18, Drinking Tea, Coffee, 1 
7 25 
E 


— 
2 
A 

— — 


O 
O 
O 
E 
22 


or Chocolate, in Houſe, 
Lodging, or Service, 


do og 11 


All Articles of the ſame Degree, or under the 
Article paid for, are included in it. 

Huſbands to pay for their Wives the 5 of the 
Article they pay for themſelves, to entitle. them 
to ule the fame, 

Fathers or Mothers (if no Father) to pay for 
each Child under Age the ; of the Article they 
pay for themſelves, to intitle them to uſe the 
_ ſame. 


Bachelors to be double- taxed, if of 21 Yew 


of Age. | 
No Perſons keeping Publick-Houſes to hare 
Muſick, Nine-pins, Shuffle-boards, Cock pits, 
Card, Dice, Draught-playing, or any Gaming in 
their Houſes, Out-houſes, Sheds, Yards, Garden: 
or Grounds, for Moncy or Liquors, except they 
pay in the ſame manner as the Perſons uſing Ar- 
ticle 9. Theſe People being the great Encour: 
en of dne Luxury, and Gaming, the "Gr 
| Of- 
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Corruptors of the common People, Servants, La- 
bourers, and Manufacturers, out of whoſe Induſ- 
try they idly live, to the Ruin of many poor Fa- 
milies, and are a great Cauſe of the vaſt Increaſe 
of the Poor's Tax. TE ee 
It is not pretended that every Article of Luxury 
neceſſary to be taxed is here hit on, with the ſe- 
yeral Rates proper to be laid on cach; ſuch things 
are too preſumptuous for any private Man, and 
befit only the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature : All 
that is here attempted is only to give a Specimen 
| of one Tax on the Conſumers of Luxury only, 
the Method of railing it, with ſome Remarks ow 
the Benefits ariſing thereby to the Nation. : 


The Method of railing this Tax. 


The Receiver-General of every County to keeps 
an open Office to receive this Tax, during the 
Months of 7anzuary and February, April and May, 
Tuly and Auguſt, October and November, in the 
moſt convenient Town in each County; and to 
cauſe Attendance to be given. on ſuch Days in the 
Week as the Commiſſioners ſhall. judge neceſſary. 
All Perſons to bring or ſend their Money to the 
Receiver-General's Office in their County, with a 
fair written Note, containing the Name of the 
County, Pown, and Pariſh, their Titles or Names, 
Places of Abode, Wives, and Number of Chil- 
acre under Age; with the Number, Title, and 
Amount of the Article they pay for Subſidies. 
Every Receiver-General to deliver to the Per- 
ſans, paying their Subſidies, a Licence for that 
Year, in which the above Deſcriptions ſhall be 
becitied. = V . . 
All Perſons paying their Subſidies in the Months, 
of January and February, to have 3 per Cent. on 
their Licences allowed them ; in the Months of 


1 April 
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April and May, 2 per Cent. in the Months of Ju 
and Augu/t, 1 per Cent. and no Allowance after- 
wards ; whereby it will be the People's Intereſt 
to raiſe the Subſidies with the greateſt Expedition. 

All Perſons before the End of the Year muſt 
regiſter their Licences with the Church-wardens 
of the Pariſh they live'in ; Perſons living in Ex. 
traparochial Places, to regiſter their Licences in 
the Pariſh neareſt to their Dwellings. 

Perſons having Houſes of Reſidence in ſeveral 
Pariſhes to regiſter their Licence in each Pariſh, 
paying their Pariſh Taxes, Lodgers, and Ser- 
vants, to regiſter their Licences only in one 
Pariſh. 

One or both Church-wardens to attend at the 

Veſtry every Wedneſday at Ten in the Morning, to 

regiſter the Licences of the Year, receive the Mo- 
ney for Pariſh Rates, and give Reccipts on the 
Back of the Licences; to attend there fuch a 
Number of Hours as the Veſtry ſhall judge necel- 
ſary, whereby needleſs Attendance from their pri- 
vate Affairs will be avoided. nt, 

Church-wardens not regiſtering Licences as be- 
fore directed, and tendered before Witneſſes, to 
pay themſelves the Penalty incurred by their Ne- 

lect, 
by Church-wardens to keep a ſoparits Account of 
all thoſe Licences which have not the Name of 
their Pariſh, and are brought to be repiſtered on 
account of Pariſh Taxes „by Perſons having more 
than one Houſe of Reſidence. 

Chur ch-wardens to depoſite in the Veſtry, on 
the firſt Day of January, the laſt Year's Regiſter 
of Licences in their Pariſh, for the Inſpection of 
the Pariſhioners, and to form a Judgment of the 
Income of the Pariſh. 

After the firſt Regiſter, as above, is delivered 
in, the Veſtry of oy! Pariſh within fourteen 
* Days 


la! 
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Days to compute their Expences for the current 
Year for Watch, Poor, Scavanger, &c, and how 
much in the Pound on the Licences computed to 
be regiſtred in the current Year will fully defray 
them, and order the ſame to be paid to the 
Church-wardens by publick Notice. 

No Perſon to be liable to pay any Pariſh Taxes 
whatever, by any other Rate. 

Church-wardens after the firſt Year not to re- 
giſter any Perſon's Licence, until they have re- 
ceived their Pariſh Rates, on the Penalty of pay- 
ing the ſaid Rates themſelves. 

Perſons not Regiſtering their Licences as afore- 
ſaid, before the End of the Year, for the higheſt 
Article of Luxury they themſelves uſe, their 
Wives, or Children under Age, to forfeit on Con- 
viction five Pounds, and three times the Sums not 
paid for Subſillies and Pariſh Taxes, to be divided 
as follows; + to their Pariſh to eaſe their Rates, 
and + to the Receiver-General. 

The Receiver-General to pay no Money but 
into the Exchequer, on the Penalty of 500 J. to 
the Informer. 

The Receiver-General, or his Deputy, not to 
ſue the County for a Robbery, unleſs the Perſons 
carrying the Money be three in Company. 

The Receiver- General to ſend up his Accounts 
to the Exchequer, of every two Months Receipts 
as ſoon as poſſible, deducting from the Sum re- 
ceived, 100 J. for his Salary for one Year, and 2 
ter Cent, for his Charges. 

The Commiſſioners of the Land-Tax to be the 
Commiſhoners of this, for each County. 

No Perſon after the firſt Year, who does not pay 
for Article Nine, capable to be a Commiſſioner. 

Veſtries may order any in the Pariſhes they 
laſpeft of not having regiſtered, or fully paid their 
aft Y ears Subſidies, to be apprehended by their 

D 5 Con utab! JAC 


otherwiſe to have no Vote. 
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Conſtable or Beadle, and carried before one of 
the Commiſſioners of the County to be examined, 
and ſuch Perſons not producing their laſt Year's 
Licence, and Church-warden's Receipt or Re. 
ceipts, and not proving that the ſaid Licence was 
for the higheſt Article they uſed, or elfe that they 
had not any Article to pay, not having uſed any; 
the ſaid Perſons not clearing themſelves to the Sa- 
tisfaction of the Commiſſoner, to be by him com- 
mitted to the Houſe of Correction, to appear at 
the next Commiſſioners Sittings, unleſs they de. 
poſit the Penalty In the Commiſſioners Hands, or 


give Security to appear at the ſaid Sittings. 


Perſons giving Security, or depoſiting the Pe. 


nalty, to regiſter. their Names, and the Names of 


their Sureties, or the Sums depoſited, at the Re- 
ceiver-General's Office for the County before the 
firſt Day of the Commiſſioners Sittings ; otherwiſe 
to be proceeded againſt as guilty. 7 0 


Keepers of Houſes of Correction to deliver into 


the Receiver-General's Office before the firſt Day 
of the Commiſſioners Sittings, a Liſt of the Per- 


fon's Names in their Cuſtody, committed by the 


J 


Commiſſioners. 5 
The Receiver-General, or his Deputy, to make 
2 Regiſter of all Perſons Names committed, de- 


- poſiting, or giving Security to be laid before the 


Commiſſioners at their Sittings ; to attend there 


as their Clerk, and record the Proceedings. 


_ Commiſſioners to fit to hear Cauſes in the Town 
the Receiver-General keeps his Office in, during 


the Months of March, June, September, and De- 


Every Commiſſioner to take an Oath in open 


Court the firſt Day he ſits, that he will vote ac- 


cording to Juſtice, without Favour or Partiality; 


Come 
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Commiſſioners every Day: they meet to. chooſe 
their Preſident, who ſhall collect the Votes, and 
order the Receiver-General, or his Deputy, to 
record the Proceedings. 

Three or more Commiſſioners to make a Court, 
and determine Cauſes by majority of Vote,, if the 
Votes are equal, the Defendant to be diſmiſt. 

In all Cauſes determined by a leſs Number than 
ſeven Commiſſioners, there may be an Appeal to 
ſeven or more, whoſe Determination to be final. 
No Commillioner to have any Vote in his own _ 
Cauſe. 

Perſons convicted, not paying the Penalty, 50 
be ſent. to the Houſe of Correction , and kept to 
hard Labour during the Space of ſix. Months. 

Perſons depoſiting, or giving Security, not ap- 
pearing, to be eee againſt as guilty, their 
Depoſit. to be forfeited, and paid as directed, or 
Diſtreſs-Warrants iſſued out a gainſt them and their 
Securities, to levy the Penates, | 

Any two or more Commiſſioners to determine 
Differences about Diſtreſs. _ 

Perſons whoſe Cauſes are delayed by any Neglect 
of the Receiver- General, or Keeper of a Houſe of 
Correction, to petition the Commiſſioners for 
Satisfaction to be made them by the ſaid Perſons 
for what Loſs. they may have ſuſlained thereby, 
which the Commiſſioners may award at their Diſ- 
cretion. 

T he Recciver- General of every County within 
three Months after the End of every Lear to pub- 
liſh his Accounts, ſhewing the Sums received the 
precedirſg Year from each Pariſh of his County,, 
and how he hath accounted with the Exchequer for 
the- ſame, and to deliver when demanded at the 
Price of 25. 6d. one of the ſaid Accounts, to. 
every Commiſſioner and Church-warden in jos 
County, on the Pea? alty of 50/1, for each Refvſal 


py A II 
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And one to be tranſmitted to the King's Remem. 
brancer's Office in the Exchequer. 

The Receiver-General not accounting with the 
Exchequer for the whole Money he receives, to 
forfeit on Conviction, to every Pariſh whoſe Sums 
he hath given in ſhort, 5/. and three times the 
Sum received in that Pariſh and not accounted for, 
to eaſe their Rates. Church-wardens to prefer 
their Complaints againſt the Receiver-General be- 
fore the Commiſſioners in open Court. 

Church-wardens to depoſit in the Veſtry one of 
the Receiver-GeneraPs Accounts for to examine 
the Regiſter by. 

Before making any Remarks on the Benefits 
ariſing by this Propoſal, the general Prejudice 
againſt the Poſſibility of carrying into Execution, 
any Tax on Luxuries, ariſing from the ſuppoſed 
Evaſion and Fraud ſuch a Tax is liable to, muſt 
be firſt removed : In order to effe& which, I hope 
to convince the Reader by the following Conſi- 
derations, that this Tax by its very Nature and 
Method of raiſing, is ſo far from being liable to 
the above Objection, that it is on the contrary 
capable of a more exact and equal Collection than 
any Tax we have at preſent. 


Firft, By its Nature : For what every Perſon 
mould pay, muſt be publickly known, Friends, 
Neighbours, and Servants, muſt .ſee whether we 
drink Wine, Tea, Brandy, &c. in our Houles, 

Lodgings, Services, or no; and as to our Fine- 
"nies, it is our Intent they ſhould be manifeſt, fo 
that Concealments are almoſt impoſſible. 

Secondly, By the Method of raiſing. 

Which obliges all Pariſh Rates to be raiſed at 
the ſame time and in the ſame manner, for it is 
very obſervable that moſt People are more prying 
into the Proportion they themſelves or their 


Neighbours 
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Neighbours pay for Pariſh Rates, than into any 
Taxes raiſed for the Government ; therefore, as 
by this Method no Perſon can pay any Pariſh 
Taxes at all, until they have paid their Subſidies 
to the Government, nor pay leſs than their Due 
ie I to the Pariſh without making their Neighbours pay 
r, more than their Dues, and proving beſides the 
er ¶ Diſproportion paid to the Government, which muſt 
e- appear by a Regiſter open to the Inſpection of all 

the Pariſh, whereby every one can, and will keep 
of Na particular Eye upon his Neighbours, to ſee not 
ge Nonly that they pay, but that they pay fair; and 

| the Veſtry can and will keep a general Watch on 

ts all, in order to caſe their Rates by the Fines of 
ce Delinquents. | 
Which allowing no private Reward to Inform- 
ers, no Scandal can be incurred by any Perſons 


aſt Wraoving in the Veſtry to detect the Fraudulent ; 
pe Nvbereas at preſent the Character of an Informer 
i. being odious, the Taxes grievous, the Concern 
ad {Moot general, and Informations requiring Attend- 


ance and Trouble, there is the greateſt Remiſſ- 
nefs poſſible in bringing to light the Frauds in the 
Revenue, no Perſon of Crez.it either out of Buſi- 
neſs, or of a different Buſineſs, does now inform 
ppainſt any Trader for defrauding the Cuſtoms or 
Exciſe ; People do not care to give themſelves the 
rouble of meddling where they think they have 
o Concern. But by this Method of Taxing, 
he Trouble of attending the Veſtry on Pariſh Af- 
e- {Wars ſerves for this, and, every one is concerned 
ſo a point of Intereſt and Honour to detect Frauds; 
| Intereſt with regard to himſelf, and Honour with 
egard to his Neighbours, by taking care that the 
nnocent do not ſufler for the Guilty. | 
Which directs the Receiver-General's Accounts 
0 be publiſhed, whereby every Veſtry will have a 
beck to examine its Regiiter by, and detect 
Frauds ; 
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Frauds ; for if any Perſon does not pay at all t 
the Government, his Name will be wanting both 
in the Receiver-General's Account and his Pariſh. 
Regiſter ; if he does not pay enough, the Defici. 
ency will appear againſt his Name in both; if hy 
pays to the Government but not to his Pariſh, hi 
Name will appear in the Receiver - Genen Ac. 
count, but be wanting in his Pariſh-Regiſter ; i 
% forged Licence is regiſtered, the Perſon's Name 
will be wanting in. the Receiver-General's. Ac, 
count; if the Receiver-General. conceals any of 
the Money, the Pariſh-Regiſter detects it, and he 
incurring a Penalty to that Pariſh, it will not fal 
to proceed againſt him. The Receiver- General 
Account checks the Regiſter, and they. him, bot 
ia his Receipts and Payments. Perſons of For. 
tune who will pay the largeſt Sums by having 
Houſes of Reſidence in_ more Pariſhes than one, 
will have an additional Check on them in ea 
Pariſh. where their Licences mutt be regiſtered, ty 
make them pay fair. 

Which giving + of the Eines of Delinquents u 
the Receiver-General, makes it become his Inte. 
reſt as well as Duw, to make his Accounts 2 
publick as poſſible to detect Frauds, 
Which laying the Onas probandi on the ſuſpeceſggva; 
Perſon, will make every one endeavour to appeafMy 
fair, in order to avoid the Trouble and Expencl 7 
that Suſpicion will make him liable to. may 

Which makes it not worth whiſe for the loweliſſpay 
Claſs of People to attempt Frauds, a five Pounnaz 
Penalty and three times the Sums unpaid, arc tovfinor 
great Riſks to avoid paying a Trifle, which - like rea 
wiie ſe 80 them to the Jealouſy of their Com ice 
rades, who will look out-ſharp to prevent atheoſher, 
from ſhifting their Burdens to their Backs; whey 
Money is ſcarce, the greater care is taken in por 


ing no more than is due: Beſides, theſe PeopMhare 
| being 
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being often quarrelling, will revenge themſelves by 
both detecting each other's Frauds ; ſo that a few being 
ril-Wmade Examples of at firſt, will ſhew the reſt the 
fact Wrmprobability of eſcaping. N 
if he 1 know of no Tax at preſent having ſo many 
bi cnecks nor ſo many Perſons intereſted to detect 
Ac-WFrauds as this, conſequently none fo capable of 
; Han exact and equal Collection; for- if thoſe who 
[ame pay fair won't detect the Fraudulent, they muſt 
Ac. ay the Deficiency themſelves, whereby they pu- 
y ol ich themſelves for their own Neglect: Detect or 
id be pay is the Cale. 4 1 . | 
t fall Remarks on the Benefits ariſing by this Pro- 
erab g poſall. 


awing g clauſes of Credit every Year, whereby part of the 
one Ex pence of advanced Money will be ſaved, for it 
eachdeing the Intereſt of all to pay as ſoon as they 
d, can, the greateſt Part would be raiſed the firſt four 


add Weight to our Reſolutions. 

Secondly, All Perſons tax themſelves voluntarily, 
haa which nothing can be eaſier or more equal, 
and an eaſy equal Way of raifing Taxes will al- 
rays produce the moſt Money and the fewelt 
Murmurs. Fre, „o Cole Cas. 
Thirdly, Thoſe that would abate of their Taxes 
may abate of their Luxury, as thoſe that won't 
pay ſor a Licence to keep a Coach and ſix Horſes, 


ice, neither wear on their Garments Gold or Sil- 
er, nor wear Jewels, nor uſe Plate, and ſo not 
pay any thing, conſequently no Individual can be 
oppreſſed, an Advantage that no People in Europe 
ave at preſent. 


Firj!, The Government by this Method need 
never borrow any Money, nor have the uſual 


or five Months, and by thus giving ſpeedy Vigour 


may keep only four, or a pair, and pay for no 
more, or need not keep any, nor drink Wine, 
ea, Brandy, &c. in Houſe, Lodging, or Ser- 


Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, When it is propoſed to oblige all Per, 
ſons to take out a Licence to drink Wine, Tex, 
Brandy, &c. in Services, as well as Houſes an 
Lodgings, it is done to mend our Servants Man. 
ners, by curing their Luxury, or making then 
pay for it. TI 1 | 
Fifthly, Few that can afford to live high will re. 
trench, thoſe that cannot afford it ſhould be oh. 
liged to it, this will be a Sumptuary-Law to keey 
all People in their proper Stations, and prevent 
the Ruin of ſeveral ; it will reform, as well a 
raiſe Money ſufficient. 1 e 
Sixth, When it is propoſed that all Bachelor 
of Twenty-one Years of Age ſhould be double 
taxed, it is done as well to proportion all Pay. 
ments as equally as poſſible to Peoples Situation 
in Life or Circumſtances, as alſo to encourage 
Marriages ; for though Bachelors are double tax: 
ed, yet they will then not pay equal to the Mar. 
ried-men, who pay their Wives Taxes as well a 
their own, and may-be ſome Childrens, conſe 
_ quently compared with Bachelors, are at leaſt dou- 
ble taxed ; for theſe laſt may, if they pleaſe, al. 
. ways live equal to a Married-man with half the 
Expence, and have not that anxious neceſſary 
Care of ſaving, to provide for the preſent as well 
as future well-being of their Families; add to 
which this political Truth, that Inhabitants being 
the Riches of a Country, and Marriage a Preven: 
tion of Debauchery, all wiſe States have made it 
their Care to diſcourage Celibacy : In particular 
the Swoitzers will not ſuffer a Bachelor to enjo) 
any Balliage, and the ſuperior Rank there being 
almoſt all Married, make the Inferior be ſo too; 
ſo great is the force of Example, and accounts 
for their Country, though ſmall, being ſo very rea 


populous, Whereas, one of the Reaſons w.] r 
England is not fo, is the abandoned looſe Lives 
Ou 
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our ſingle People lead, whereby they get a diſre- 
liſh to the Married-ſtate, and are enervated by 
ein Debauchery, which unleſs remedied muft render 
an us a poor deſpicable depopulated Nation, it is 
an-W therefore the higheſt Policy to make Marriage 
KB faſhionable by the Example of the Rich, ſince it 
tends ſo much to the Publick Good, and the 
re Grandeur of our Country, e 
ob. Seventhly, But the greateſt Benefit of all is, that 
ep this Propoſal hath not thoſe extending, pernicious, . 
Trade-deſtroying Conſequences of our preſent 
Taxes ; for it will not raiſe the Value of any one 
Commodity, but rather by checking Luxury, the 
Bane of Virtue and Induſtry, we ſhall become a 
nich and flouriſfting People. In vain would the 
luxurious Tradeſman lay the Expences of his 
Coach, his Wine, his Plate, or his Laces, on 


125 Agthe Prices of his Goods; his frugal Neighbour, 
tar who indulged not himſelf in thoſe Vanities, would 
Ma o much underſell him, that he could have no 
Ha rrade; and while the former declined, the latter. 
Fe. vould be raiſing an Eſtate able to afford him all 


he Gaieties of Life independent of his Buſineſs; 
ind Tradefmen ſhould wait for Vanities until they 
nave raiſed Eſtates to ſupport them. 


May E595:h4, The firſt Year or two, perhaps, will 
wel BWrot demonſtrate the exact Produce this Tax may 
a give, on account of the Receivers not being ſuf- 
denz Ficiently verſed in their Buſineſs; the Evaſions 
me hat wicked People may make to defraud, which 


eldom can be intirely guarded againſt until they 


cull Wopear ; or the Conſideration that the firſt Year's 
mo rar being the only one that will be felt, will be 
being e ſhorteſt; for one Subſidy being laid on the 
* rſt Year, nothing can be taken off until that Pro- 


luce appears, which will not be until the ſecond 
ear; but then 6 d. in the Pound may be taken 
it Land, and as many of the other Taxes on 

. Com- 
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Commodities as that Subſidy hath provided for; 
fo that until all our other Taxes are fupplied by 
this, in every Year following the People will haxe 
remitted to them in the Taxes on Land and Ne. 
eeſſaries, with their Conſequences, more than a 
Equivalent for what they paid the foregoing Year, 
whereby they will be enabled yearly to pay mon 
to this Tax; ſo that every Year's Subfſidy muſt in. 
creaſe, and the Government have always in Ad. 
vance one Subſidy ; the firſt whereof, though it 
will be the ſhorteſt, yet, conſidering the Luxuy 
of the Age, upon a moderate Computation maj 
produce about a Million to carry on the preſent 
War, and thereby prevent increaſing the Nationd 
Debts, or raiſing. additional Taxes on Commod. 
ties, to drive away that little Trade we have left, 
Whatever appears moſt burdenfome- ſhould be 
the firſt taken off, ſuch as the Duties on Sope, 
Candles, Salt, Coals, or foreign Materials of Ma. 
—. ; 
Ninthiy, This Propoſal being different from thi 
Method of raiſing Taxes now uſed, and deſignet 
to take off our preſent Oppreſſions, every body 
wilt be Gainers, the poor Manufacturer will nat 
pay any thing, nor ſhould he : but here then wil 
appear a fort of Paradox, the Rich proportionably 
are to pay all the Taxes, yet each of them to have 
belides a particular Gain by it: To ſolve this, we 
may fairly divide the Rich into three Claſſes, vs. 
Landholders, Traders, and Stockholders. 
Tenthly, To begin with Eandholders: Suppoſt 
a Gentleman to have an Eſtate of 1000 J. per Am 
that this War- time the Land-Tax is 45. in tit 
Pound, but he being in an eaſy · rated County pay: 
but 25. in the Pound, which amounts to 100 
in lieu of which Land- tax, Exciſes, Cuſtoms, &. 
are allowed for this ſame Time of War * 2 
N | en 
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or; cdies, preſuming they would raiſe a Sum equal to 


1 bythe Amount of our preſent Duties: 

ure Suppoſe then this Gentleman to pay by this 
Ne. Propoſal, 

n For himſelf, 8 Subſidies for 

ear the Article 4, is £-50 00 O 

nor For his Wife the + of what 

t in. he pays = - 12 10 O0 

Ad. For four Children ; each of ry 


ch it what he pays TS 25 10 oo 
xu, 57 10 00 
= He 1 remains a clear Gainer / 12 10 00. 
elent — 

oni By this it appears, that where the Land-tzx th in 

noch war-time is but half paid, ſuch a Landholder 

eſt. Whereby ſaves 127. 105. 


But thoſe Gentlemen who have 80 the une 
qual Burden of the Land- tax for many Years, 
paying from 25. even up to 4s. in the Pound, 
will be hereby greatly relieved, enabled to live 
detter, and ſo add to the Amount of this Propo- 
al. 

The following great Advantages ariſe likewiſe 
I noo the Land-holders.. 

wi The Difference in the Price of Necelſaries , 
hen the Taxes on them are taken off, muſt be 
nuch ſuperior to the above Subſidies ; for th© 
reſent Taxes, and their Conſequences, affect the 
Landholders above 1 3s. in the Pound, vide p. 51* 
The Poor's Rates, fo heavy a Burden on the 


pot Land at preſent, will be hereby reduced to a 
- AnMynere Trifle. 
in te The Rents of Lands will be better paid when 
pate Farmers are eaſed of their heavy Taxes. 

100% The Farmers will be likewiſe more able to im- 
3, Gifrove the Lands they rent. 

2 Eaſy equal Taxes increaſe Trade, „ and T rade 


creaſes Rents, 
| Well- 
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Well-paid increaſed Rents will aygment the 


Capitals of thoſe that have Occaſion to ſell their 
Lands, 


Land untaxed muſt yield a conſiderable better 


Price than when heavily taxed, as at preſent. 

All which duly conſidered it may be aſſerted, 
That upon this Propoſals being paſſed into a Law, 
every Landholder will actually find the Value of 
his Eſtate at leaſt doubled. | 

Eltventhly, With reſpect to the Trader. 

The Difference in the Price of Neceſſaries, 
when the Taxes on them are taken off, muſt be 
much ſuperior to the Subſidies he mould pay for 
Luxuries ; I ſay ſhould, for he need pay no more 
than he pleaſes, or can afford, as appears by the 
fourth Remark ; ſo he cannot be oppreſſed, 

This puts him in a better Situation than any of 
our Rivals in Commerce, who all pay Taxes on 
CATS , always attended with ſome Opprel- 

ons. 

When thoſe Taxes that are Burdens upon our 
Trade are removed, then may we ſend our Manu- 
factures to Foreign Markets as cheap or cheaper 
than our Neighbours, whereby loſt Markets may 
be recovered, and new ones found out. 

The Demand for our Goods muſt hereby in- 
ereaſe at thoſe Markets where at preſent they have 
ſome Vent. 

An increaſing Demand makes profitable Sales 
and quick Returns. 

Quick Returns are the Soul of Commerce, and 
enable the Merchant to give conſtant Employment 
to all our working Hands. 

Commiſſions for Buying will be always ſent by 
Foreigners to- the cheapeſt Markets, and the 
cheaper they are the more Commiſſions they may 
expect, 1 CS 
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A flouriſhing Commerce will enable the Trader 
be d live more comfortably for the preſent, and at 
the ſame time lay up a future Proviſion for him- 
; ſelf and Family. 

Our rival Neighbours, ſome of whom are our 
natural Enemies, and the beſt but ſelf-intereſted 
d. Friends, will find the Scene ſhifted upon them 

tom their riſing and our ſinking, I mean in Trade, 
of I the greateſt Bleſſing that can happen to a People; 
for, as a late Patriot obſerved, it brings Food and 
Nouriſhment to a Nation, preſerves and increaſes its 
Stoch, and diſtributes a convenient Portion of Mainte- 
nance to every Part of it. 
 Twelfithly, Laſtly, in regard to the Stock- 
holder. | 

His Gain will appear by conſidering that this 
Propoſal being calculated to raiſe as large or larger 
Fund, in a more eaſy and equal manner than all 
our other Taxes. 7 

He will be more certain than he is now, in this 
or oy time of War, of his Intereſt being duly 
pai 

He will be better t in the Value or Nein 
burſement of his Capital. 

He will reſt aſſured that the Government will 
never be driven to lay a Tax on the Funds, which 
in- would not only leſſen his Income, but conſiderably 
ave diminiſh the Price of his Capital; and if even the 
P preſent moſt juſt and neceſſary War ſhould conti- 
ales MW ue, with the Taxes in the preſent deſtructive 

Shape, what elſe can be left to tax? Surely our 
and declining Trade can bear no more, nor Land a- 
ent I bore 4. 
By this Propoſal he will gain Security; no ſmall 
by Conſideration. 


the Even the Difference in the Price of Neceſſaries, 
nay ben the 7 axes on them are taken off, muſt be 
more 


+ 
{ 
p 


the Vanities of his 6 Suhl will be richer than anothir 
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more Age than any mere Stockholder wil 


or need pay for Luxuries. 


Thirteenthly, As by this Propoſal the Rich wil 
pay all with Advantage even to themſelves » lo the 
Poor will receive great Benefit. 

They will be able to work as cheap as Foreign. 
ers at leaſt, and conſequently e the ma- 
nufacturing their own Wool. 

They will have leſfer Wages, but of more Va: 


„ 11 per Day untaxed being more than 64, 
charged with 3 d. for Taxes. 


They will have more conſtant Küster by 


working cheaper, conſequently | a berter Mainte- 
nance. 


They will have Foreigners ſettling here cont 
nually to teach them new Branches of Trade. 
They will not be drove by Neceſſity to fly heit 


Country, to ſtarve, beg, or ſteal. 


They will find better Support in their Misfor: 
tunes, when their Superiors are in a more flou- 
riſning way. 

They will have more ables of riſing to 
be Maſters „ Or ſeeing their Children become ſuch, 

Fuurteenthly, If it ſhould be aſked, How, by this 


Propoſal, a larger Fund than our preſent T axes, 


can be more eaſily raiſed ? 

The Anſwers are, That no Extenſion of gubli 
dies for any Sum of Money equal to what the Go- 
vernment now annually raiſes, can be ſo grievous 
to the Subjects as the conſequential extending 
Burden of our preſent Taxes on Commodities on- 


ly, excluſive of the Land- tax. 


Therefore, if the Subjects can fur by raiſing 


| larger Sums for the Service of the Government, 
there can be no doubt of their doing it. 


It is remarked, with great Humour, as well a 
Trath, that a Me who draws his Revenues fron 


Jule 


— 
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il 20 bath Mines of Gold, becauſe Vanity is an inex- 
banſtible Mine; to which I beg Leave to add, that 
nit is worked much the eaſieſt, and is exactly the 
he Affair now offered to the Conſideration of the 
Publick. | ad VV A 
n. Though all feel, yet as thoſe who are oppreſſed 
12. more immediately by our preſent Taxes, v!z. our 
People in Trade, will be hereby revived ; an in- 
19 creaſing Trade will bring in ſuch a Flow of 
, Wealth, as will make our Lands ſtill more valu- 
able, and our People rich; Riches will make 
by WY them gay, and Gaiety will make them pay larger, 
tc. if equal eaſy Taxes ; therefore this Propoſal muſt 
prove a growing Fund, and produce every Year 
ni more and more to ſupport the King and Nation in 
ſo great a Figure, and raiſe us to ſuch a formida- 
heit dle Height of Power that we may be the Envy or 
| Dread of all our Rivals, and an Overmatch for 
for. any one Nation in Europe. Es | 
on. WM Belides, this Tax will leſſen the Expences of 
be Government by untaxing Commodities, which 


g to of courſe makes them cheap, therefore every 
ich. thing will be to be purchaſed with leſs Money, all 
this MW Frovifions, Ammunition, Naval Stores, &c. come 
axes cheaper to the Government; Sailors, Soldiers, 
Placemen, and Penſioners, be enabled to live up- 
abſi- on leſs Wages as well as they now do; fo that 
Go-tbis Method making the Money raiſed go the fur- 
vous ther, the fewer Subſidies will ſuffice, two or three 
ding MI Millions may do as much as four or five Millions 


now ; therefore the Government can never be 

ſtraitned, nor the People oppreſſed. — 

Laſtly, This Tax will increaſe the Civil Lit ; 

fir as Goods grow cheap, Money goes the fur- 
ther; therefore the preſent Civil Liſt of 800,0007. 

ell 3 er Aunnum, may go as far, and be as veluable as 
fron Fl one of 1,290,000/. or more. And the TEN 
ae 
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the Pay of Officers and of the Salaries of Places 
increaſe in the ſame Proportion. 1 
Niteenthh, Of the Benefits ariſing by a Free. 
port- trade. 8 12 5 go 
By which I mean, that all ſorts of Merchandize 
be imported and exported at all times without 
paying any Cuſtoms or Fees. 

1. It will increaſe Trade. 
By increaſing the Number of Merchants; for 
| ſmall Stocks ſerve where there are no Cuſtoms to 
pay, and there are ten People of ſmall Fortunes 
in Trade to one of a great one; the more there 
are, the leſs liable are they to combine together to 

impoſe on the People extravagant Prices for their 
Goods, to ſupport themſelves in Luxuries. _ 
By increaſing the Capitals of our Merchants; 
for if they pay 2 or 3 of their Capitals for Cuſtoms, 
they can trade but for the 2 or 4 left; but when 
they have no Cuſtoms to pay, they can carry ona 
greater Trade with the ſame Stock, fell their Im. 
wee cheaper, have more Money to buy up the 
fuperfluous Produce of our Lands, and give better 
Encouragement to our Manufacturers. 

By making our Country an Univerſal Storehouſe; 
for when our Merchants have no Cuſtoms to ad- 
vance, they will be importing continually upon 
Speculation for better Markets all forts of Goods 
that were to be ſold cheap in all Parts of the 
World, whereby ſuch ſortible Cargoes as were 
vendible to Advantage, being always ready to 
ſeize the favourable Opportunity, would be 3 
continually exporting, giving Employment to 1 
vaſt number of Watermen, Carmen, Porters, 
Coopers, Packers, &c. beſides ſupplying hereby 
our own Manufacturers with all foreign Neceſſaries 
and Materials in the cheapeſt manner. To which 
may be added, that where the beſt Aſſortments - 

| Goods 
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Goods are to be had, there will be the greateſt 
Trade, one Sort helping off another, conſequent- 
ly vaſt Quantities of our own Commodities will be 
required to aſſort our Imports of Foreign Goods, 
j and be exported with them. A Free Port cauſes 


1e the beſt Aſſortments of Goods, conſequently a 
on Free Port cauſes a great Exportation of Home- 
Commodities. 5 3 1 
By increaſing our Navigation; this is a Conſe- 
fo quence of the laſt Obſervation ; for by the vaſt 
$10 Quantitics of Goods continually going out and 
55 coming in, we muſt have an immenſe Number of 


Ships conſtantly employed, and ſeldom ſend them 
10 WM out in Ballaſt; arid whenever our Sailors are caſed 
het WI of their "Taxes, they will be able to navigate as 
cheap, or cheaper than any; and being indiſputa- 
bly the moſt able and expert in Europe, muſt have 
a great Share in the Greenland and Herring Fiſh- 
ing-Trades, and in the Navigation of the Baltich, 
with other Nations whoſe Navigations are vaſt! 
increaſed” by. thoſe Trades; all which, joined to 
our Mediterranean Trade, would make us the chief 
Carriers of Europe. SOT OO TO 
By increaſing the Vent of our Goods abroad ; 
for all foreign Neceſſaries and Materials coming a 
great deal cheaper to our People, who having no 
Taxes they need pay at Home (if our Monopolies 
vere but once aboliſhed) our Labour would be ſo 
cheap, that we could ſend all our Goods to fo- 
reign Markets cheaper than any People, by rea- 
ln of our ſuperior natural Advantages ; and our 
Woollen Manufactures in particular could be fold 
for half the Price they can be afforded now, as 
will be proved hereafter. It is a juſt Obſervation 
of Sir William Temple, in his Account of Hollard, 
There is no Sort of Goods but what will find a Market 
at one Price or another, and they will be Maſters of it 
tat can afford it cheapeſt, It ſhould therefore be 
95 „ E our 
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our chief Study to make all our Goods bear only 


their natural Value, which nothing contributes 


more to than a Free- port-Trade: Add to which, 


that our Merchants being enabled to barter away 
our Goods for whatever Commodities they could 
find in any Country where Money was ſcarce, 
muſt increaſe their Sale prodigiouſly. 

By putting all Traders on the ſame fair Foot. 
ing; for where no Cuſtoms are to be paid, Smug- 
gling mult ceaſe. 

By preventing the Smuggling of ovr Wool, 
without Regiſtries, Dragoons, or Cruizers ; fon 


our Labour being rendered cheap by the Redudi. 


on of Taxes, and Freedom of Trade, we could 
manufacture our own Wool to greater Advantage 
than the Dutch and French; for where Labour is 
upon a Par, thoſe People who are forced to give 
10 or 15 per Cent. advance on the Price of our 
Wool, cannot trade at all; beſides the vaſt Vent 
a Free- -port-trade would enable our Merchants to 


-give our Woollens, by their low Price and good 


Quality, muſt ſecure us that Manufacture, raiſe 
the Price of our Wool, and keep it at Home. 
By gaining us the Herring-Fiſhery; ; for the 
Dutch having Liberty to ſell their Fiſh on the Coaſts 
of England would ſnap at ſuch a Market, and ſome 
of them ſettle with us of neceſſity, by. trading on 
the beſt Footing ; for thoſe who would not ſettle, 
mult make two "expenſive hazardous Voyages, one 
back to Holland to Cure and Pack the Fiſh, and 
the other from thence to the Coaſts of Britain, 
to {ell them, eſpecially the Weſt- Coaſts, which 
thoſe ſettied here would be free from, and the 


Dutch, by living among our People muſt inſtru 


them in the Trade. 


By jecuring to us all Growths, Fiſheries, and 
Mauatactures the Nation is capable of; for what 


French or Dutch Growers, Filters, or Manvufadtu- 
rers 


— fond 


is almoſt free, and there is 
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rers could pay Taxes at Home? the Charges of 
package, putttng on Board, Freight, Inſurance, 
Poſtage of Letters, relanding, houſing, Ware- 
houſe rent, and Commiſſion on their Goods to 
ſell to our People, being Growers, Fiſhers, or 
Manufacturers themſelves, untaxed, free from the 
above Charges, and bleſſed with ſuperior natural 
Advantages, it is ridiculous to ſuppoſe it; unleſs 
that in the beginning of a Free- port-trade, the 
Demand for our Goods ſhould be ſo great, that 
we ſhould ſell what ſhould be our own Supply, and 
content ourſelves with inferior Sorts of Goods 
from abroad, as the Dutch do. 

The farther Benefit that Trade receives by a 
Free-port,. the Reader will find in the Anſwers to 
the Gbjections raiſed by ſome Authors againſt it, 
which will be conſidered hereafter. 

2. It will employ our Poor, 

This is a Conſequence of the laſt Remark ; for 
Neceſſaries and Materials being by a Free-port- 
trade, and the Reduction of Taxes, rendered 
cheap, Labour muſt be fo too; and by the ſame 
Caules the Vent of our Goods be enlarged, the 
Poor find conſtant Employment on the Wool we 
mall keep at Home, on the Hemp and Flax we 
ſhall raiſe, in all Manufactures we are cepable of, 
in the Herring and Greenland. Filheries, and in the 
increaſe of our Navigation by the great Demand 
for gellors, ſo that none can want Employmenr 
that will not be idle. Liahand is an Example of 
this, whoſe Cuſtoms are ſo low that their Trade 
| no Country in the 
World where the Poor are fo well employed, or in 
Sickneſs better provided for. 

It is a jaſt Remark, that one flomiching Manu» 
faftory promotes all others; for the better Em- 
ployment the People have, the better they live, 
and the more they ſpend for a comfortable Subſiſt- 


E 2 | ence: 
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ence : A Manufacturer who earns by his Induſtry 
enough to purchaſe warm Clothing and hearty 
Food, is a greater Encourager of the Induſtry of 
others, than a Beggar covered with Rags and ſtar. 
ving with Hunger; therefore it need not ſeem a 
Wonder, that when our Woollen Trade flouriſh- 
ed, all others proſpered, and the Poor's Rates 
were low; and that the Reverſe now happens by 
the Decline of it. If Engliſß Wool was entirely 
kept at Home, the manufacturing of it muſt em- 
ploy at leaſt one Million of People; who may be 
ſuppoſed to maintain at leaſt another Million of 
helpleſs Infants, Women whoſe Labour is in part 
diverted by the Care of their Families, ſick and 
aged People ; and the fame in proportion for 
Scotland and Ireland. | FRE: 3c] 
The 'Silk- Manufacture, at leaſt for our Con- 
ſumption, muſt, by taking off our Taxes and ma- 
king our Trade quite Free, be entirely ſecured to 
us: And ſuppoſing the Quantities of India, French, 
and foreign wrought Silks, ſmuggled in upon us 
by the Temptation of high Duties, and conſumed 
Here, to amount only to the Value of 200, oool. 
per Annum, the Labour whereof to be 3 of the 
Value, and the Medium earned per Head to be 61. 
the ſupplying this Conſumption by our own Peo- 
ple, would employ about 25,000 of them, and 
they maintain an equal Number, as was obſerved 

of the Woollen Trade above. ü 
The Linen Manufacture is of ſuch vaſt Conſe 
quence, that the Dublin Society, in the firſt Vo- 
lume of their //ekly Obſervations, No. 7, reckon 
the Conſumption of Linen in England, at the loweſt 
Computation, allowing only 10's. per Head, to amount 
zo four Millions, the greateſt Part of which, they ſay, 
is imported every Year: But as they take no Notice 
of the vaſt Quantities of Linens we import for 
our Plantations, which may over-balance WY 
e Lew. ; made 
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y Wl made in England, yet I ſhall only compute, that 
f we pay Foreigners for this Article only three Mil- 
.. WW lions, the Labour at 3 of the Value, and the Me- 
a dium earned per Head 61. which, by a Reduction of 
- WM Taxes, and a Free-Port Gaining, will thereby 
s Wl employ about 370,000 of our People, and they 
maintain an equal Number, as was obſerved of the 
ly WW Woollen Trade above. „ TE. 
1. It is impoſſible to eſtimate the Numbers of 
de People that a Free- port-trade would give additi- 
of WW onal Employment to, ſuch as Watermen, Car- 
it men, Porters, Coopers, Packers, c. or the ad- 
1d ditional Numbers of Sailors employed in the Car- 
or rying- trade, the Amount of all which muſt be 
| prodigious.” :- 3 
n- Sir Walter Raleigh, in his Obſervations on Trade, 
a- &ys, that thirty ſeveral Trades are ſet on work by 
to che fiſhing Ships; and as this Herring Fiſhery is 


- 


h, on our own Coaſts, we can carry on this Trade 
us chat promotes thirty others, cheaper than the 
ed Dutch, and of courſe. beat them out of it; they 
J. WW uit make long Voyages out and home for the 
the Fiery, and receive their Supplies in the ſame 
51. dangerous and expenſive Manner; whereas we are 
o- at home, and can land our Fiſh and receive Sup- 
nd Wl Plies without almoſt any Charge: We can victual 
ied n Ireland, and ſome Parts of Britain, at half the 

Charge they can do in Holland: In blowing Wea- 
ſe- Wl ther the Dutch muſt lie ſtill, they cannot take in 
o- their Caſks and Stores in a rolling Sea; whereas 
con 


we can run into Port, and the unloading, repack- 
ing, and diſpatching our Fiſh go on in all Wea- 
mnt Wl mers. All. Fiſhing-Veſſels puſh. to get firſt to 
ay, Market; fo our People, from ſome Parts of our 
tice Dominions, can be at the Markets of Spain, Por- 
for gal, or Italy, almoſt as ſoon as the Dutch can 
it 1s ative in Holland, whereby we may always fore- 
ade WW Hal em. The Dutch have heavy Taxes on Ne- 
2 ceſſaries, 


| \ | 
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ceſſaries, we need not have any. All which duly 
conſidered, cannot fail ſecuring us this Trade, 
with the Navigation belonging to it. The Scotch 
Iflanders are expert Fiſhermen, Neceſſity forces 
them to it for their own Supply; but their Pover- 
ty prevents their giving the Trade that Extent 
abroad it is capable of, and the preſent Clogs up- 
on our Trade cut off the People of England from 
any conſiderable Correſpondence with them, fo 
that they are in a manner loſt to each other: 
whereas was our Trade free, the Dutch by ſettling 
with us and trading backwards and forwards, 
would create an Intercourie between the Egli 
and the anders, whereby the Stocks of the for- 
mer would aid the Induſtry of the latter, make 
them outdo all Foreigners, and beſides expert 
Fiſhermen render them good Sailors, and raiſe the 
greateſt Nuriery for Seamen in the World. 

The Importance of this Fiſhery will appear from 
the following Authors. In the Aemairs of De Il it, 
p. 24, there is a Quotation from Emanuel de Me- 
teren, who ſays, That in the Year 1610 there 
* ſailed from Holland in three Days time goo Ships 
* and x500 Buſſes for the Herring Fiſhery.” And 
he quotes Gerard Malines and Sir Waller Raleigh, 
Who agrec, that the Dutch ſell yearly 300,000 
Tons of Herrings and ſalted Fiſh, and that there 
© went out yearly above 12,000 Men for the North 
and Whale Fiſheries: And De Wi, in p. 25, 
ſays, that Trade and Navigation being increaſed 
above + ſince: that time, it is eaſy to concene 
that the Sea produces yearly above 300,000 
Tons of falted Fiſh to the Dutch.“ And the 
Author of the Britannia Languens, p. 31, informs 
us, © that according to modern Calculations the 
© mere Fiſhing-trade for Herring and Cod, on the 
©- Coaſts of England and Scotland, employs. above 
« 8000 Dutch Ships or Veſſels.“ Beſides, this 
| „ ä 5 Fiſhery 
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Fiſhery will ſupport our Manufactures, as appears 


from De Mit, in p. 29, his Words are, © though 
0 


it appears from Hiſtory that many Manufactures 
were made in the Towns of Holland, at the time 
that the Trade and Navigation of Europe were 
carried on by the Hanſe-towns and the Eaſt- 
country People, and before the Fiſhing and 
© Carrying-trades were eſtabliſhed in the Country; 
ſo that it might be ſaid, that the Navigation has 
© been produced by the Manufactories ; it is ne- 
vertheleſs very certain, that the Fiſhery aud 
Navigation give all the Motion to Manufactures, 
for it is what brings in all raw Materials to be 
worked up in the Country, and to fell afier- 
wards the Stuffs when they are made, by the 
Seas and Rivers in all foreign Countries.“ 
We ſee then by theſe Reaſons that the Dutch 
can make, with the greateſt Advantage to them- 
ſelves, Sea-Salt, Manufactures of Silk, Linen, 
Wool, Hemp for Cordage, Cables and Nets; 
beſides the Shipbuildiag-trade. 

The Reaſons whereof are plain : 15 
Hrſt, A Fiſhery furniſhes a. Cargo to purchaſe 
raw Materials with inſtead of Money, and pre- 
vents a Nation's being impoveriſhed, and its Manu- 
factories languiſhing through a Scarcity of Money. 

Secondly, Theſe raw Materials are thereby ren- 
dered cheaper; for the better Profit the Fiſh give, 
the cheaper the Returns can and will be afforded, 
the general Profit of the Voyage being computed 
on the firſt Diſbyrle and incidental Charges. 

Thirdly, It ' affords a cheap Suſtenance to the 
Poor, whereby Wages and Labour are kept low, 
to the Encouragement of all Trade. 
Fourthly, It creates a Multitude of Seamen, 
whereby their Wages are kept low, and of courle 
Freights, conſequently a great Navigation is main- 
taned, which brings in raw Materials cheap, and 
e carries 
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carries out our Manufactures the ſame, by which 
Means only their Vent can be extended abroad ; 
therefore the Fiſhery and the Navigation are the 
Cauſes of Manufactures, : 8 
Fifthly, It is the Sailor who is the Life of Trade; 
without him the Skill of the Merchant, the Beau- 
ty and Cheapneſs of the Manufacture, and the 
Quantity of Shipping are uſeleſs and vain. Glover's 
Speech, Page 28. | | 
It has been already proved that we can outdo 
the Dutch in the Herring Fiſhery, conſequently 
we can employ thercin more of our Poor than 
they; let us ſee how many People the Fiſhery em- 
ploys in {Zllaxd. De Wit, in his Memoirs, p. 34, 
computes the Fiihing-trade to give Employment 
to 450,000 People in the Province of Holland 
only. The Author of the Britannia Languens, 
p. 31, divides the Employment of the above Peo- 
ple thus: 200,000 Seamen and Fiſhers, and 250, ooo 
People more employed at home about this particular Na. 
v gation, making of Fiſbing- Nets, and the curing, or- 
dering, and preparing of the Fiſh, Zealand is not 
included in this Account, though it be a great 
Province for Fiſhers; nor the Hamburghers, Lu- 
beckers, and Bremers ; nor the French Fiſhing Vel- 
ſels that now ſwarm round our Coaſts : So that 
upon the Whole, it may be ſuppoſed that double 
the above Number of People are employed in this 
Trade by thoſe ſeveral Nations that fiſh upon our 
Coaſts, beſides the Greenland Fiſhery. So that 
was our Trade eaſed according to theſe Propoſals, 


— 


this Branch only would maintain moſt of our pre- 


ſent Poor, and one Trade belonging to the Fiſh- 
ery is ſo eaſy, viz. the making Nets, that the moſt 
helpleſs of our People may work at it, ſuch as 
Women, Children, Cripples, and aged People; 
and the Employment is ſo great, that Sir Walter 
Raleigh, in his Obſervations on Trade, affirms, #hat 

300 
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ch 300 Perſons are not able to make one Flect of Nets in 


; Fur Months time for ene Buſs. 


he By what has been ſaid it will appear, that à 
Free- port- trade will give Employment to all our 
e; induſtrious Poor; therefore the Poor's Rates, ſo 
u- great a Burden at preſent, may be quite taken 
he away.. The few unfortunate Induſtrious will find 
* eaſily Friends to make their Caſes known to the 


charitable Rich, whoſe Bounty will be a ſufficient: 
do Support when the Objects are few and juſt; there 
tly is more want of a proper Application than of Cha- 
an rity itſelf at preſent. But all idle Vagrants who: 
| will not work at. home, ſhould be tranſported to: 
work abroad: 8 N | 
Thirdly, It will increaſe the Stock of People. 
By inviting Merchants to ſettle: where Buſineſs 
can be tranſacted with fo little Trouble 
By furniſhing Employment to our own Poor: 
they will be kept from deſerting their Country, 
preſerved from Want and Diſeaſes, conſequently 
from Death; by their Induſtry they will procure 
themſelves a comfortable Maintenance, and there- 
by be enabled to marry and raiſe Families. 
By ſecuring the Manufacture of our own Wool 
we ſhall reduce the Woollen Trade of our Neigh- 
bours, which joined to the extenſive Vent our 
natural Advantages enable us to give this Manu-, 
facture, will oblige us either to enlarge our Growth: 
of Wool, or import Foreign, whereby we ſhould' 
have Occaſion for more Hands than we ever yet 
employed, conſequently gain them ; for it is a bt 
Maxim in Trade, That ſuch as your Employment is | ii 
| for Peopie, ſo many will your People be. £ | 
By gaining the Silk, Linen, and other Mann-- 
factures, we muſt gain ſome of the Manufacturers; 
for what Dutchman or Frenchman would pay Taxes: 
at home, and the heavy Charges mentioned in: 
Page 99, on the Goods he ſent to Britain, when: 
E 5 he 
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he could remove tkither, live untaxed in that 
lentiful Country under an eaſy Government, and 
add all theſe Savings to his Profits? It would not 
be in the Power of any Laws to keep him at home, 
he would remove, nay ſome muſt, for as our Ma. 
nufactures increaſe the Foreign will of courſe de- 
creaſe, the Poor want work, and they mult either 
| ſtarve or fly, and where would the Fugitives find 
an Aſylum ſo inviting as that of Britain: Beſides, 
when we became. thoroughly verſed in the Linen 
and Silk-trades, our own Supply would not con- 
fine us, but we ſhould rival other Nations at fo- 
reign Markets. . e 
By gaining the Herring Fiſhery we ſhall gain 
ſome of the Dutch: Fiſhers, who will find it more 
eonvenient and cheap to remain here than to go 
home ; add to. which what was obſerved in p. 52, 
that our own Country being better than Holland, 
nothing but our cramping of Trade could keep 
Multitudes of its People from us, for who would 
pay heavy Taxes to live in a bad Country, when 
he could live untaxed in a good one? No 
By drawing in foreign Sailors, which is a Con- 
ſequence of the Increaſe of Trade and Navigation, 
for our Number of Sailors is even now too ſcanty 
for our confined Trade, as appears by the Diff. 
culty of Manning our Ships of War, and the high 
Wages our Merchants give, which latter Tempta- 
tion is defeated by the high Price of all Neceſſa- 
res; but were theſe to bear only their natural 


Price, our Pay in our Ships of War would be of 


fo great Value that we ſhould have the picking of 
all Europe, have no need of that arbitrary Expedi- 
ent of Preſſing, for a Free Port furniſhing Em- 
ployment for more Sailors than we now have, vaſt 
Numbers would flock here to enjoy our Plenty, 
Riches, and eaſy Government. 

Fourthly, It will increaſe our Riches, 


By 
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x By giving a greater Vent to our Manufactures 
d by their Cheapneſs, Forcigners will be the more 
Ji indebted to us, which muſt be paid in Money or 
E, in Goods; if in the latter, and they are laid by 
n for better Markets, muſt reſolve at laſt into more 
e Money, by gaining Manufacturers from abroad 
er our Wants will grow leſs, conſequently leſs Mo- 
d ney need go out to ſupply them: and it is a fa- 
„ vourite Maxim in Trade, That a Penny) ſaved is fo 
a much won. Cee, in his Diſcourſe on Trade, Page 


n- 186, computes, That we have one Million of Per ple 
9. Juppoſed to be out of work, I have already proved 
that a Free-port with a Reduction of 'Taxes can 


in give Employment to all our Poor, and the La- 
re bour of Individuals makes the Riches of the 
90 whole, therefore ſuppoſing theſe People to earn 
2, at a Medium fx Pounds per Annum each, it makes 
d, ſx Millions, as true as if dug out of a Mine in 
ep our Country, nay better with regard to the Peo- 
1d rie's Healths. That this is not all Imagination 
en will appear by viewing what a Free Port 1s capa- 
ble of gaining us in four Branches only, viz, The 
n. Heriing- Fiſhery, tae. Wanne, Linen, and Silk 
on, Manufactures. 
ty It is proved 1 in Page 1or, that we can outdo the 
ffi» Dutch 1 in the Herring Fiery, the Value whereof 
ioh will appear from Mr. Smith, in his Book called 
ta- E:gland's Improvements revived ; who informs us in 
la- Pages 249 and 250, That he was ſent in 133 
al to Shetland, to diſcover the manner and way of 
of WM Trading, Sc. and the manner of the Hellanders 
of Wl © Fiſhing with Buſſes and other Veſſels, for Ling 
di- and Cod: And in Page 270 he ſays, That du. 
m- * ring the War between Sp. un and Holland, the Fiſh- 
vaſt © ermen agreed among themſelves to pay a Dollar 
ty, © on every Laſt of Herriugs, to maintain Ships of 
War to ſecure the Filhing, that a Record was 
5 kept, the Amount of which was 390,000 Laſt 
By b-of: 
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he could remove tkither, live untaxed in that 

lentiful Country under an eaſy Government, and 
add all theſe Savings to his Profits? It would not 
be in the Power of any Laws to keep him at home, 
he would remove, nay ſome muſt, for as our Ma. 
nufactures increaſe the Foreign will of courſe de- 
creaſe, the Poor want work, and they mult either 
ſtarve or fly, and where would the Fugitives find 
an Aſylum ſo inviting as that of Britam : Beſides, 
when we became. thoroughly verſed in the Linen 
and Silk-trades, our own Supply would not con- 
fine us, but we ſhould rival other Nations at fo- 
reign Markets. | 5 

By gaining the Herring Fiſhery we ſhall gain 

ſome of the Dutch: Fiſhers, who will find it more 
_ eonvenient and cheap to remain here than to go 
home ; add to. which what was obſerved in p. 52, 
that our own Country being better than Holland, 
nothing but our cramping of Trade could keey 
Multitudes of its People from us, for who would 
pay heavy Taxes to live in a bad Country, when 
he could live untaxed in a good one ? 

By drawing in foreign Sailors, which is a Con- 
ſequence of the Increaſe of Trade and Navigation, 
for our Number of Sailors is even now too ſcanty 
for our confined Trade, as appears by the Diff. 
culty of Manning our Ships of War, and the high 
Wages our Merchants give, which latter Tempta- 
tion is defeated by the high Price of all Neceſſa- 
.ries ; but were theſe to bear only their natural 


Price, our Pay in our Ships of War would be of 


fo great Value that we ſhould have the picking of 
all Europe, have no need of that arbitrary Expedi- 
ent of Preſſing, for a Free Port furniſhing Em- 
ployment for more Sailors than we now have, vaſt 
Numbers would flock here to enjoy our Plenty, 
Riches, and eaſy Government. 
Feurthly, It will increaſe our Riches, 


By 
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it By giving a greater Vent to our Manufactures 

d by their Cheapneſs, Forcigners will be the more 
Ji indebted to us, which muſt be paid in Money or 
8 in Goods; if in the latter, and they are laid by 
bs: for better Markets, muſt reſolve at laſt into more 
2 Money, by gaining Manufacturers from abroad 
er our Wants will grow leſs, conſequently leſs Mo- 
d ney need go out to fapply them : and it is a fa- 
8, vourite Maxim in Trade, That a Peiny ſaved is jo 


: much won. Gee, in his Diſcourſe on Trade, Page 
n- 186, computes, That we have one Million of Pecple 


o- Juppeſed to be out of work, I hare already proved 


that a Free-port with a Reduction of Taxes can 


in give Employment to all our Poor, and the La— 
re bour of Individuals makes the Riches of the 
90 whole, therefore ſuppoſing theſe People to earn 
2, at a Medium ſix Pounds per Annum each, it makes 
d, ſix Millions, as true as if dug out of a Mine in 
ep our Country, nay better with regard to the Peo- 
Id rie's Healths. That this is not all Imagination 


will appear by viewing what a Free Port is capa- 
ble of gaining us in four Branches only, viz. The 


n, Manufactures. 

ty It is proved in Page 101, that we can outdo the 

fi. Dutch in the Herring Fiery, the Value whereof 
ioh will appear from Mr. Smith, in his Book called 
6 E:gland's Improvements revived ; who informs us in 
Q- 


* to Shetland, to dilcover the manner and way. of 
Trading, Se. and the manner of the Flanders 


* 


and Cod: And in Page 270 he ſays, That du- 
ring the War between 8 pain and Holland, the Fill- 
ermen agreed among chemſelves to pay a Dollar 
on every Laſt of Herriugs, to maintain Ships of 
War to ſecure the Fithing, that a Record was 
Kept, the Amount of which was 390,000 Laſt 


* 


1 e 


Herring Fiſhery, the Woollen, Lines, and Silk 


Pages 249 and 250, That he was ſent in 133 


Fiſhing with Buſſes and other Veſſels, for Ling 
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o8 Ai Ess on the Cauſes of the 
of Herrings taken in one half Year, which at a 


Medium of the ordinary Prices was worth five 
Millions Sterling ; whereunto if we add the Cod, 


Hbllanders and our Neighbours on our Coaſts all 

the Year long, the Total will evidently ariſe to 

above ten Millions yearly.” 

Now though we may be proved ca- 

pable of gaining the Whole of this, I 

ſhall compute our Gain to be only of 

de half; or «* - i 3,0000 
If 100,000 of the above Million of 

unemployed Poor are Woollen Manu— 

facturers, (though J imagine they muſt. 

be much more in the preſent declining 

Condition of that Trade) however, that 

Number earning fix Pounds fer Head, 

makes 600, 000 7. and the Value of the 

Material being computed at 5 "of that, 

or 200, cool. Mikes altogether 800,000, 

which as a Free-Port will gain, we may 

ſet down as ſo much additional Profit. $00,000 
The Linen Manufacture that we ſhall 

gain, and which we now buy of Fo- 

reigners, is proved in Page 101 to a- 


a K @ NM W & yay 


mount to 3, ooo, ooo 
The Silk is computed 200, 000 
Total Value of the four Branches of — 

Trade gained by a Free- Port // q, ooo, ooo 


If 3 of this Sum is paid to the People's Labour, 
it makes exactly ſix Millions, or the Employment 
of one Million of People at fix Pounds per Head. 
As to the Value of the Materials above which 
are included in the Profit, I muſt obſerve that the 
Abatement made in the Value of the Herring- 
Fiſhery doubly over-balances their Value, 
But it will be ſaid, that this proves only the 
Employment of our own People, but does not 
prove 


Ling, and Hake, and the Fiſh taken by the 


O0 


00 


Decline of the FOREIGN TRADE. 109 
prove that we ſhall draw in Foreigners, or if we 
do, that what Foreigners come over will ſtarve 
our Poor, who will have but juſt Employment to 
maintain them: To this I anſwer, That the Va- 
lue of the Herring-Fiſhery is computed only at 
the half, our Woollen Trade is computed only to 
recover what we have loſt, our Linen and Silk 
Manufactures are computed only for our own 
Conſumption, but not for what we ſhall export 
when the Manufactures are well eſtabliſhed; 
there fore double the Number computed to be em- 
ployed in theſe ſeveral Branches of Trade may be 
drawn in, there is no Computation for the Im- 
provement a Free-Port will give our Navigation 


and other Branches of Trade, which will all want 


Hands; there is no Computation for the Improve- 
ment of Trade by the Conſumption of the one 
Million of Working: people gaining fix Pounds per 


Head, or ſix Millions; which makes a wide dif- 


ference in the Demand for Neceſſaries, compared 
with the Conſumption of one Million of ſtarving 


Beggars: In ſhort, there is no n what 


Numbers a Free-Port can maintain here, conſe- 


| quently no aſcertaining the extent of the Riches it 


will bring in, only this I muſt obſerve, that Trade 


maintains in Holland ſeven times more People than 


the Land deprived of it could ſubſiſt. [6k 
Beſides, it is the Nature of Free- Port Trades 


to be hoarding up in cheap times all Sorts of 


Goods, to ſell again when the Markets are ad- 
vanced, whereby they take Advantage of the Ne- 
ceſſities of all the World, and muſt amaſs im- 
menſe over-balances beſides ſupplying their own 
Wants; and if the Goods are only for foreign 
Account, when one conſiders what a vaſt Sum 


the Freights, Boat-hire, Porterage, Cartage, 


Warehouſe-rent, Merchants Commiſſion, and 
often Package and Cooperage be fore the Goods 
are 


110 An Ess Ax on the Cauſes of the 

are ſent out again do amount to, it muſt be con- 
cluded, that the univerſal : Storehouſe of a Free. 
port muſt bring a vaſt Profit to a Country. 

I do not pretend to ſay what part of the above. 
mentioned nine Millions will remain here, douhtlef 
a great part of it muſt go away again to purchaſe 
forcign Neceſlaries, Materials of NManufacture, or 
Goods, to lay by upon Speculation, for to think to 
drain all Eurcpe of its Money, were an Abſurdity; 
Forcigners cannot take more Goods of us than 
they can pay for with Money or Goods, either of 
which are folid Advantages ; but this J dare ven. 
ture to affirm, That by a Free-port Trade it is 
impoſſible but that the general Balance muſt be 
en in our Favour, and a great part of the Gold 
and Silver brought yearly to Europe, fall to ou 
Share. 

Fifthly, It will increaſe the Value of our Lands, 

By increaſing Trade, which carries off our Su- 
perfluities, furniſhes Employment, conſequenty 
a Livelihood for our Poor, and eaſes the Land of 
the Burden of maintaining them; increaſes the 
Stock of People, which of courſe increaſes the 
Demand for Neceſſaries and Materials of Manu— 
facture, and. the greater the Demand, the greater 
Price will the Produce of Lands bear; it is Peo— 
ple that trade and bring in Money, and the more 
People there are in the Nation to do it, the more 
Money will be brought in, and the more Money 
the People have, the better Price will the Produce 
of Lands bear: In all Countries the natural Price 
of home Commodities is according to their Plen- 
ty, and the Proportion of Money that. Trade cir 
culates, and the more of it is circulating, the bet. 
ter Rent can the Farmers afford to give for the 
Lands; add to which, that it is People with 
plenty of Money that improve Lands, and the 


more they are improved the better Rents they 
beat 
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Decline of the Fox EIN TRADE. III 
on. bear, which in Purchaſe increaſes the Value of 
CO. Land3, | 

The Gradations from 'the Encouragement of 
ve. Trade to the Benefit of Lands are ſolid and cer- 
lek Ml tain, viz. Whatever cauſes Trade employs the Poor, 
ak Employment increaſes the Stock of People, the 
"or MY Increaſe of employed People cauſes an Increaſe of 
to Money, the Increaſe of Money cauſes the Value 
of Lands to riſe. A Free- port is proved to be the 


t . 
* Cauſe ou Trade, which is the Cauſe of all the 
rof reſt; therefore a Free-Port. is rent Increaſer cf 
en- the Ow of Lands. . 
t is Objections againſt a Free-Port here having been 
de made by %u Gee, an Author of good Credit, 
od for that reaſon muſt not be left unanſwered; in 
ow Ml bis Trac en Trade, Page 85 he expreſſes him- 
{elf thus: 
1ds, © But ro think it would be an Advantage for a 
Su. trading Nation to admit all manner of foreign 
Uy Commodities to be imported free from all Du- 
of © ties, is an unaccountable Notion, and ſtill leſs 
the * ſuitable to the Circumſtances of our Iſland than 
the * to the Continent ; for we have no Inland Coun- 
nu- Ml © fries beyond us (as they have) with whom we 
ater WI © may carry on Trade by Land; but what is of 
o-. the utmoſt Conſequence to us, is, that by laying 
Lore high Duties we are always able to check the Va- 
zore ill © „ nity of our People in their extreme Fondneſs of 
ney wearing exotick Manufactures : For were it not 
luce © for this Reſtraint, as our Neighbours give much 
rice * lels Wages to their Workmen than we do, and 
len © conſequently can ſell cheaper, the Lalians, the 
OY ; ' French, and the Dutch would have :continucd to 
bet pour upon us their Silks, Paper, Hats, Druggets, 
the Stuffs, Ratteens, and even Spaniſb Wool Cloths.” 
vith To this the following Remarks N ſerve for 
the Anſwer. 


Firſ?, ' But to think it would be an Adv W for 
any 
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112 An Es sAV on the Cauſes of the 


© any trading Nation to admit all manner of fo. 
© reign Commodities to be imported free from all 
Duties, is an unaccountable Notion.” I ſhall 


prove this Notion to be highly beneficial even 


from this ſame Author, who in Page 164, fays, 


_ © The Dutch Duties are ſmall, and the Nature of 


© their Trade abſolutely requires it.” And again, 
© They know very well, that if they ſhould load: 


(their Imports with Duties, other trading Places 
„ would underſel them and ruin their Traffick 


„that Way.“ The Duties on the Imports in Ha. 


und are a mere Trifle, the Nature of all Trade 


abſolutely requires it, vix. not to be underſold, 
The Dutch know it, and by practiſing what they 


know, prevent the Ruin of their Trade; if this i 
an unaccountable Notion the Reader will judge 


from this ſame Author again, who, in Page 191, 
ſhews the Conſequence of theſe wiſe Maxims in 
the following Words. As Holland is a Maga- 
« zine or Collection of all the Products and Manu- 
factures of the World, which they diſperſe all 
© over Europe, the Merchants and Shopkeepers are 
© every where their Debtors, and Money i; 
brought them from almoſt all Countries.“ 6 
here confeſſes that by their univerſal Storehouſe, 
the Dutth have every where a Balance in their Fa- 


vour; and the Purport of his whole Book is to 


prove how greatly the Balance of Trade lies again 


us: With what Conſiſtency then can he argue a- 


gainſt our adopting ſome of thoſe wife Methods 
the Dutch take to procure themſelves ſuch Advan- 
mes 7: „ e 

Secondly, And ſtill leſs ſuitable to the Circum. 
© ſtances of our Iſland than to the Continent ; for 
© we have no inland Countries beyond us (as they 
© have) with whom we may carry on Trade by 
Land.“ But we have in our three Kingdoms! 


large populous Inland Country of our own (wi 
: 


Decline of the FOREIGN TRADE. 113 
o- the Dutch have not) to ſupply with Neceſſaries and 
all Materials in the cheapeſt manner, or elſe we raiſe 
all the Prices of our Manufactures to the Prejudice 
ßen of their Sale, beſides the ſupplying our vaſt Poſ- 
vs, ſeſſions in America. But no Inland Trade can be 
of compared to the Free-port Trade, any more than 
in, an Inland Country Town can be to the Sea-Ports 
dad of London and Amſterdam, or the Navigation of 
ces. the Rhine and Maes to that of the Baltic or Medi- 
ick rrantan; for a Free Port muſt have a Finger in 
7:1. all the Trade of the World, even in all thoſe In- 
ade land Continent Trades that Cee ſo much priſes, 
1d, iz. by trading to and ſupplying the Sea-Ports. 
hey I that are the Inlets thereof in all Countries, and 
s the cheaper we can come to Market, and with 
doe the beſt Aſſortments, which a Free-Port Trade 
91, Nonly can effect, the more of that Inland-Conti- 


$ in nent Trade muſt we have, the more Vent for our 
ig. Manufactures, and the greater Navigation. 
mu- Thirdly, © But what is of the utmoſt Conſe- 
all quence to us, is, That by laying high Duties, 


we are always able to check the Vanity of our 


i; People in their extreme Fondneſs of wearing: 
Gu © exotick Manufactures.“ Gee ſays, We are al- 
uſe, u able, by high Duties, to check the Vanity of our 
Fa- People, &c. The great De Mit, in his Memoirs, 
8 to p. 170, ſays juſt the contrary, For it is generally. 
aint I Veund, that theſe great and too exceſſive Cuſtoms fall of 
e 2- WR bhenzſelbes; the Reaſon whereof is obvious, the 
nod higher the Duties, the more Profit by Smuggling. 


Extreme Fondneſs checked, naturally breaks out 
into Madneſs, which appears at Court every Gala 


Day in the Number of French Broeades and Trim 
for mings then worn, when that Perſon is thought 
they WM be happieſt who hath the moſt and deareſt French 
e by {MW Topperies. But what will put this Affair quite out 
ms of queſtion, will be the Conſideration of the Ba- 
[hich I lance of our Trade with, France, (which ſhall be 


hereafter 
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hereafter treated on;) if it is more in our favour 
than formerly, then Gee's Opinion will triumph, 
and the Efficacy of Reſtraints and high Cuſtoms 
appear ; but if the Reverſe appears, we may lately 
conclude they have none. 

Fourthly, For were it not for this Reſtraint. — 
In the Memoirs of De Mit, p. 34, it is aid, that 
Neſtraint is always hur 2 to Trade; the Reaſon 
whereof is plain, for Nature has given various 
Products to various Countries, and thereby Knit 
Mankind m an Intercourſe to fupply each other's 
Wants : To attempt to fell our Products, but to 
buy little or none from Foreigners, is attempting 
an Impoſſibility, acting contrary to the Intent of 
Nature, cynically and abſurdly; and, as ours is 
a populous manufacturing Country, highly preju- 
dicial to our own Intereſts : For could we raiſe al 
Neceſſaries and Vanities within ourlelves, this In- 
tereourſe deſigned by Nature would be deſtroyed; 
and then, how is a . our only Bul- 
wark, to be maintained ? ell all, _ buy 
none, is to have no 3 no Freights 
home; if ſo, this will raiſe the Freigats outwards; 
a Veſſel that makes but one Freight out and home, 
muſt make that one pay all the Wages, Wear and 
Tear, Charges, and Living-profit, conſequently 
makes our Goods eome dearer to Market, and na · 
rurally ſtops their Sales, by which in time Freight: 
outwardz would be as. much wanted as Freights 
home, and our Trade muſt be deſtroyed, But 
where Freights are to be had out and home, they 
eaſe: each other, conſequently bring Goods cheap- 
er to Market; and the encouraging our People by 
the utmoſt Freedoms in Trade, will enable them, 
by cheap Labour to carry all Manufactures we are 
naturally capable of to the utmoſt Height, and in 
them Foreigners could not hurt us, no Reſtraint 


being ſo effectual as cheap Prices; and to attempt 
more 
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more is laying our People under Difficulties by 


Taxes to no purpoſe; as ſuppoſe, for inſtance, 


we ſhould take it into our Heads, in ſpite of all 
Taxes and Diladvantages, to make all our own 
Linens, and, in order to reſtrain the Importation 
of foreign Linens, put on them all the ſaid Du- 
ties we lay on the French; well now, Money is to 
be ſaved to be {ure ! the Poor employed, and fine 


things done; but alas! this Reſtraint will not 


make our own Labour one Farthing cheaper, but 


the dearer ; for our own Linen Manufacturers 


having a Monopoly againſt the reſt of the People, 
and a vaſt Demand will certainly raiſe their Prices 
but not being able to ſupply Quantities ſufficient, 
ſme Foreign may pay the high Duties, ſome will 
be ſmuggled and fold cheaper than what pays Du- 
ties, but {till dearer than before the laying on this 


the Price of Linens to the People only 15. per 
Head. Is not this laying a Duty of 1 s. per Head 
on our Woollen, Silk, and Tron Manufacturers, 
on our Sailors, on our Labourers of all ſorts ? 
certainly it is. Do the ſame in favour of Iron, it 
will prove a Tax on the reſt, and ſo of any one of 
them, Do the ſame by them all, and they all 
tax one another, all raiſe each others Prices at fo- 
reign Markets, and ſtop their Sales; Foreigners 
gain upon us; we diſtreſs cur whole Trade upon 
the pretence of gaining only a ſingle Branch, and 
this ſingle Branch will grow {till dearer, becauſe 
it being a Burden on the Woollen, Silk, and Iron 
Manufacturers, Sailors and Labourers, the Linen 
Manufacturers will pay dearer for thoſe Goods, 
pay dearer Freights, dearer for all Neceſſaries; it 
will be gs . 

Linen dearer to Woollen. 

Woollen dearer to Linen. 
Linen and Woollen dearer to Silk. 


additional Duty, which we will ſuppoſe to advance 
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Foreigners ruin our Trade, who ſoon ſeeing thro” 


tttle can effect; for as our Goods are already too 


high Duties on German, Dutch, and Flemiſh ? 80 
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Silk dearer to Woollen and Linen. ule 
Linen, Woollen, and Silk dearer to Iron. Cuſt 
Iron dearer to Silk, Woollen and Linen. the 


Linen, Woollen, Silk, and Iron dearer to Sailors, Mmea 
Sailors dearer to Iron, Silk, Woollen and Linen, N ſelf 
Linen, Woollen, Silk, Iron, and Sailors, dearer ann 


to Labour. | lens 
Labour dearer to Sailors, Iron, Silk, Woollen of t 
and Linen. Peo 


The dearer our Linens grow, the more Fo- {Wwhi 
reigners will ſmuggle in upon us and ſtifle our Fa- Ithe 
brick, all our Artifices will prove vain to maintain {Wwor 
it, and, after injuring all our other Trades, find ber 
to our Coſt, 1 hat nothing but Freedom can ſe- Monl: 


cure Trade, 5 Dut 


By the above Account may be alſo ſeen, how Lo- 
prolifick the Miſchiefs of our Reſtraints by Cul- 
toms are to Trade; how our many Taxes on Com- 
modities are. oppreſlive ; how they add an artificial 
Price to Goods; how our Country has grown 
univerſally dearer, without being richer ;. and how 


our mean Deſigns of engroſſing every thing, grow 
angry, and ſtir up their Governments to diſtreſs us 
in their Turn by an Increaſe of Duty, which a 


dear, a ſmall Addition makes them exceſſively ſo, 
or by eaſing their Trade, which we ſhamefully 
neglect. Has the Linen Manufacture in England 
increaſed by the Prohibition of French Linens and 


far from it, that it is decreaſed by our dear La. 
bour, Taxes, and Diſadvantages; Scotland and 
treland attempt it with ſome Succeſs by their cheap 
Labour, and when our People are eaſed of theit 
Oppreſſions, ſo may we. 5 | 


Beſides, 
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Beſides, the diſcouraging to a great degree the 

ule of Foreign Products by the Reſtraint of high 
Cuſtoms, 1s prejudicial, though the contrary is 

the common received Opinion, ariſing from a 

rs, mean Selfiſhneſs that would let none live but it- 
en. elf; as for inſtance, Suppoſe Portugal to take 
cer Nannually to the Value of 800, ooo J. of our Wool- 
lens, and pay it all in Wines, What is the Reſult 

len Nof this? Why nothing more but that our rich 
People drink ſuch an Amount of Woollens, 

Fo- Mwhich they would not conſume otherwiſe ; double 
Fa. {Wihe preſent Duty on that Wine, thinking that leſs 
tain would be drank, and we ſhould drain Portugal of 
find her Gold; fee what would be the Conſequence, 
ſe- only that the King of Portugal would raiſe the 
Duties on Engliſh Woollens, already too dear. 
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Lower the Duties to the French and Dutch, 
Jul. boo, ooo J. per Annum would be uncirculated a- | 
om- MWinoagſt us, the Price of Wool muſt fink, where- | 
cial by the French and Dutch would get it eaſier to ruin Fl 
dun tte reſt of gur Trades; about 100,000 of our "ns 
20w WW oor would be deprived of a diligent Subſiſtence, nl 
bro” end come upon the Pariſhes for an idle Mainte- 1 
roy Nrance, while perhaps at the ſame time Portugal Gl 
s us ine, by its Dearneſs, would become more faſhi- 


ch a enable, great Quantities would be drank and paid | ; 
too or with our Money, and inſtead of our draining ll 
r ſo, he Portngueſe, be drained by them. + 1 
fully . Fh, As our Neighbours give much leſs | 
land Wages to their Workmen than we do, and con- 

and i ſequently can ſell cheaper, the Halians, the French, 

80 and the Dutch, would have continued to pour 

La- vpon us their Silk, Paper, Hats, Druggets, Stuffs, 

and WF Ratteens, and even Spaniſb-wool Cloths.ꝰ 

heap WF Gee would have done well to have pointed out 

theit he Reaſons why our Neighbours give leſs Wages 


and conſequently can fell cheaper, and ſince he 
COOLER ot £30515 24-0. 4,0 
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ſupplied with them in the cheapeſt manner; where. 


and what Wool was ſmuggled to them; he in 


has not done it, I ſhall attempt it. As the Hallam“ 
are more remote, and pay dearer Freights on theirM* 1 
Goods to England than the French and Dutch ou] 
Neighbours, I ſhall confine myſelf wholly to the“ t 
latter. | £ ( 

The Reaſon why the French work cheaper tha], 
we, is the care their Government takes of not 
taxing many Neceſſaries of Life, or Materials of 
Manufactare, but that the Manufacturers ſhall be 


by Neceſſaries bearing only their natural Price, MW Tr 
they can afford to work and fell cheaper than ve; mi. 


it is the Taxes that make the Difference. To pro Ne 


this I ſhall quote the Author of the Pamphle our 
called Obſervations on Britiſh 1/20), publiſhed iE; 
1739, ſaid to be wrote by a Perſon ſent abroadWot : 
by the Miniſtry to inquire into the State of the 
Woollen Manufactories among cur Neighbour, 


forms us in Page 8, That the French ſend vi 
© Quantities of Stuffs, Stockings, &#c. to San, 
Portugal, and Italy, and underſel us 10 or 12 
Cent. And in p. 21, The Reaſon that Goods at 
to be bought cheaper in France than in England," 


© becauſe the Labour is 4 cheaper there.? And his 
accounts for Labour's being 3 cheaper there in s,. 
28; At Liſle the Magiſtrates have built a Store: Bee 
* houſe, in a convenient part of the Town, teFWcan 
* Stories high ; in the upper Rooms of it they H Mo 
Wheat, Rye, Barley; and in the Cellars thy |WQ7. - 
lay Wine, Oil, and Brandy: Thoſe Goods feu 
© bought vp when they are cheap, and fo ſoon WL: 
* the Markets are ſhort, and Goods begin to right to 
in the Price, then the Storchouſe is opened i He 
© the Poor, that they may buy what they have c vto 
© caſion for at the old Market Price. This Sto tha 
© houſe was built ſince the woollen ManufaCt ou 
© hath ſo increaſed in this Town, in order to fing 
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am port that Fabrick, which is a great Encourage- 
hei ment to the Manufacturers, and a Means to keep 
ou Labour low. All other things that are needful 
the to the Poor are alſo cheap in Proportion, as 

Candles, Oil, Soap, Se. 55 

Far from raiſing their Prices with Taxes, as we 
do, their Study is to make Neceſſaries cheap; and 
can we wonder that they beat us by 10 or 12 per 
Cent. in the Markets of Spain, Portugal, and Italy? 

Having ſhewn how the French run away with our 
Trade by reaſon of our heavy Taxes, I ſhall exa- 
mine how the Dutch, though the moſt taxed in the 
Neceſſaries of Life of any People, beat us out of 
our Trade too, by ſtating the Diſadvantages of an 


of a Dutch one. | 

The Diſadvantages of an Engliſb woollen Ma. 
nufacturer are, 1. That he muſt buy Bread made of 
Ergliþ Corn, though dearer than Foreign, where- 
by the Farmer has a Monopoly againſt the Manu- 
facturer, and all Monopolies enhance the Prices of 
Goods, 2. He has no Drawback on his Corn. 3. 
He has no Drawback on his Malt. 4. He has no 
Drawback on his Leather. 5. He pays a Duty on 
Ibis Coals of 10s. per Chaldron in London, and 
55. in the Out-Ports. 6. He muſt buy Engliſb 
Beef, Pork, Mutton, Lamb, and Butter, tho? he 
can have Iriſb cheaper, whereby the Grazier has a 
Monopoly againſt him, to make his Meat dear 
7. He muſt buy Fiſh caught by Britiſb (except a 
tew Sorts) though he can have it cheaper from the 
Dutch, French, &c. whereby the Fiſherman has a 
Monopoly againſt him to make his Fiſh dear. 8. 


dtockings, or any courſe Woollens for his Uſe 
that are cheaper now than Engliſb, even though he 
could fell his own to greater Advantage than wear- 
ing them himſelf, whereby theſe ſeveral Branches 

| have 


Engl ſþ woollen Manufacturer, and the Advantages 


He muſt not buy foreign Hats, Cloths, Stuffs, 
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have a Monopoly againſt each other, and the reſt of 
the Nation, to make all ſorts of Clothing dear, 
9. He muſt not buy French Linens for his Uſe 
though ever ſo cheap, -whereby the other Liner 0 
Countries have a Monopoly againſt him to make 6 
his Linen dear. 10. He muſt not buy for his Ul: 
foreign Shearmens Shears, Iron, or Tin Warez, 
though ever ſo cheap, whereby thoſe Manufacturen I P. 
have a Monopoly againſt him to make his Iron d 4. 
Tin Wares dear. 11. He may not have ſever 
forts of Goods imported for his Uſe bought at tht b 
cheapeſt Market, but only at the uſual Port of 
Shipping (* Vide the Index to the Book of Rates, 
Goods Inwards, Article 6.) whereby thoſe Coun: 
tries have a WIE againſt him to make thoſe 
Goods dear. He may not have thoſe aboye 
Goods 8 is the-cheapeſt Freights, but muſ 
be ſhipped on Britiſp Ships, or Ships of the Coun: 
„ and at the uſual Port of Shipping, wherely 
thoſe Ships have a Monopoly againſt him to malt 
"thoſe Goods ſtill dearer. 13. He has heavy Cub 
toms to pay on the Oil and Soap he uſes in mani 
facturing his Goods, which helps to advance thei 
Dearnefs: 14. And laſtly, He has long expenſne 
Land-Carriages to pay to London, the chief Markd 
for his Goods, the Navigation of © our Rivers nd 

being! ſufficiently improve. 
A Dutch Woollen Manufacturer is in a Situation 
juſt the Reverſe of this; his Advantages are, 1: 
That he may buy always the cheapeſt Corn tha 
ean be got to make Bread, has no Corn Monopolf 
on him. 2. He has 5s. per Quarter Drawback ol 

Erg liſb Wheat ; computing Freight, Charges, a 
Profit on it, at 3s. per Quarter, he is fed by the 
Engliſb cheaper than their own People by 25. i 
every Quarter of Wheat. 3. He has 25. 64 
per Quarter Drawback on Engliſh Malt, to make, 
7 pollble, his Drink come as cheap to him as 
5 England 
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Decline of the FoxR IN TRADE. 121 
England. 4. He has 1 d. per Pound Drawback on 
Engliſh Leather. 5. He has Britih Coals at 3.5. 
| per 25 Duty, which is 2 5. cheaper than the 
nn Out-Ports; and 7 4. cheaper than the Londoners. 
key 6. He may buy Beef, Qt, in Ireland, or any Coun- 
try where it can be had cheapeſt, has no Mono- 
poly on him in this Caſe... 7. He may buy Fiſh 
of any that ſell cheapeſt, has no Monopoly on 
n u him in this Gaſe., 8. He may buy and wear the 
cheapeſt Woollens he can get from an Goun- 
try; and if he can buy Cloth for his Uſe at 4 4. 
fer Yard, he will, p rovided he can ſell his own of 
5 5, per 'Yard — 1 with the uſual Profit, no 
Branch of the Trade has a Monopoly againſt the 
reſt of the People. 9. He may buy the cheapeſt 
Linens he can get, no Gountry has a Monopoly 
againſt him in this Caſe. 10... He may buy the 
cheapeſt Iron and Tin Wares he can get, has no 
Monopoly againſt him in this Caſe. 11. He may 
have all thoſe, Goods (ſpecified in the © Index to 


cu the Book of Rates in Article 6. of Goods In- 
* ' wards) bought where cheapeſt; no Country ha- 
unfit ring a Monopoly againſt him. 12. He may have 
rack all the above. Goods ſhipped. an the cheapeſt ſail- 


ing kurs. no vg 528 having a Mongpoly againſt 
him. 4, 4 — {oli ight, that they are 
a mere 1 0 has not the A ol, his. 6 Good 


PS: 


+ * MS 5 2 if. Che 2 I pours, in 
Y *. Coods to. a Country, we ſhoul do it on the 
rench and Dutch, inſtead: of they on i 3 5 Faſt 
monty that . 8 Objection 1 4 void. 
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Vith them, and where would be e Nation 5 
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' By the abovementioned Obſervationss * \ 
on Britiſh Wool, we find that the French - o 
can ſend to Spam, Poriugul, or ah, 50 t 
Stuffs that ſhall ne coſt in Englahg ede 5-19 


cheaper by 10:6f't 1 Ott. oy * N 1 
Cent. cheaper, or at "2 a 7 
In Page 64, 1 Rave proved wat above | "L re 
kalf the preſent Value of dur Woollen 1 
Goods is — that out Taxes, Mo: s 
nopolies, and . ee 
the natural Value of our Weben Goods ' i 
above 104 per Cent. and that the true na- d 
tural Value of 100 J. worth of Woollen 3 + 2 ſt 
Goods at prefent is but 491, > £1)? D 
80 that were our Taxes, Monopolies, m 
er IIL Judged Laws removed, 50 Stufs ur 
fhat now wen 100. mn de bent N PO be 
Market at 1 | Er, 7. 
DEC ES RA — * 
e 255 a | The Diffrence is « I in 

& 


1 0 Cs: or Dutch Taxes ind nol v. 
oe Diſadvantages on 49 /. is an Advance of i bre 


mot 90 per Cent, on the Engliſh Price. © © 

Therefore the French and Butch, who now hel 
us by 10 or 12 per Cent. might be beat by us-ex 
ceflively ; they could not fell Woollens at af 
foreign Market until all ours are fold, much tek 
pour them in here to ruin our Manufactories, 3 
Gee imagined; but the reſt of their Trade mil 
decline greatly wherever we came in competitio 


Euroß e that could hurt us? 


57 this it appears, that it is only ofr il Rep wy 
lations of our Trade that give theſe Nations off 
* againſt 1s. F an) 


1 10 
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Theſe Taxes and Diſadvantages are the Cauſes 


\ 


of the Decline of our Woollen Manufactory; 


the only way to reſtore it is by removing them. 

-  - Theſe Taxes and Diſadvantages are the Cauſes 
of the Smuggling of our Wool; the only way to 
89 prevent it is by removing them; and until they are 
removed, it will be in vain to think of monopo- 


bling the Manufatture of it by Regiſtries or idle 


Schemes, made in Reſtraint of the Effects, with- 
out taking away the Cauſes, | 


Silks and Paper are ſtill poured in upon us, and 


the boaſted Benefit to the Woollen Trade by Re- 
ſtraints at preſent is a Farce; for as our foreign 
Demand declines, our People naturally turn all 
their Stocks: to: ſupply the Home-Conſumption, 
until it is ſo over glutted that great Quantities have 


been fold for leſs than they coſt making, or at 
40 French Prices, which muſt break an over-taxed En- 
DD. mn. Our People manufacture neater than any 
m Felt and Wool, ſo that foreign Hats, Cloths, 
Se. being ill made, ſuit not the Exgliſb Taſte ; for 
d no WM which reaſon, if it ſhould take ten Years time to 
f al break the Remainder of our Clothiers, their Stocks 
"i vould fell fo cheap that the French could do very 
deu little during that time; but afterwards, by getting 


ſome of our fugitive * Manufacturers to improve 


it u their own People, and underſelling us ſo vaſtly, 
b lei they will run Woollen Goods as much as they do 


Teas and Brandies now, and reduce us to the State 


they to buy our raw Wool, and return it us in Ma- 
nufactures improved three times its firſt Value. 
Iwo more Objections may be made. 


$ ny « 


off the Duties or Prohibitions on the Goods of 
any Nation that will not do the ſame by ours. 


muſt increaſe by taking off the Duties on French 
o0ds, | — 2 | To 


we were formerly in with reſpe& to Flanders, viz. 


_ Firſt, That it ſeems contrary to Reaſon to take 


Second y. That the Balance againſt us with France 
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424 n EssAx on the Cauſes of tbe 
IJ ᷣ0o the firſt Objection I anſwer, That with re. 
gard to Duties, it is already proved they deſtroy 
Trade, and conſtant Experience ſhews us that 
Free Ports increaſe it. If other Nations will de. 
ſtroy their Trade, ours muſt riſe upon their Ruins; 
and would it not be abſurd for us to refuſe, by a 
contrary Conduct, to increaſe ours? If our Ene. 
mies will commit ſuch Follies, why ſhould we! 
or rather, could we wiſh them to do worſe? 
Nothing makes a Country's Goods ſo che apas 
a Free Port, conſequently the fewer foreign Goods 
bould be conſumed here; more might be imported 
to lay by for better Markets, the Profits on which 
muſt enrich us; for the cheaper our Goods are, 
the greater Vent they will have; and the higher 
the Futics Foreigners lay on them, the more will 
be ſmuggled upon them mn. 
HBeſides, thoſe Nations that are our Rivals in 
Trade, and perſiſt in keeping high Cuſtoms on our 
Goods, perſiſt alſo in refuſing to make their Coun- 
try an Univerſal Storehouſe, deny their People the 
Advantage of it, and force their Cuſtomers to buy 
at other Markets, thoſe Goods they lay high Cu- 
ſtoms on to prevent their coming in. If a Mer- 
cer, being a Weaver, ſhould refuſe to admit into 
his Shop, Damaſks, becauſe he did not make them, 
and think thereby to improve the Vent of his other 
Silks, he would ſoon find his Miſtake, for bis Cu- 
ſtomers that went to other Places for Damaſlks, 
would be importuned and induced, if only to ſave 
themſelves trouble, to buy other Silks they want-. 
ed at the fame Time. The Britiſb Merchant, 
Vol. 3, p- 298, remarks, * that it is natural for 
us to buy every thing we want at the Shop where | 
ve are obliged to buy any thing.” And would 
it not be ſtrange if another Mercer, being allo à 
Weaver, ſhould be angry with ſuch a Man, and 
refuſe to admit into his Shopgthe other's . 
9 ecauſe 


Decline of the Foxzicn TRADE. 12 7 
becanſe he refuſed to admit his Damaſks, and 
) I therby drive away his Trade to ' thoſe general 
Traders that were wiſe enough to improve upon 


their Errors, by admitting every thing that could 
3; be fold with F Profit? The Caſe is the fame with 


oh Nations. 

% Cuſtoms on teten Goode hurt a tres de 
© chan Foreigners, though our falſe Notions of T rade 
: make us think the contrary, by confining our 

«of Thoughts to the Seller, without regarding the 


Buyer,” who being our own Subject, ſhould be the 
ed perſon moſt conſidered: As for Example, in the 
Caſe of Spaniſh Oil; we have laid a Duty on it; 
no doubt to retaliate on the Spavinrds the Duties 
they lay on our Woollens; but whom does our Du- 
ty act not the Spaniard, it cannot hurt him; for- 
he being paid for his Oil, he parted with his Pro- 


perty in it, and has nothing more to do with it: 
dur Bat it is the Engliſh Merchant; whoſe Property on 
un- Payment, this Oil becomes, and which might be 
the called Englib Oil, for ſuch in reality i it then is; he 
uy k cramped- by this Duty, part of his Capital in 
Cu- Trade is taken away to pay it, the Intereſt of which, 
ler: ind Officers Fees in and out, make the Oi? too 
no BY Gear to export, he is not allowed that Profit, he 
"7%. hl uſt ſell at home, and muſt ſhift the Load from his 
85 Choulders on the Manufacturer who uſes it, aud 


— he on the Gonſumer, hereby our Goods are ren- 
„Lered dearer, and Teſs capable of Exportation. 


jag Here is a Buty on a foreign Commodity indeed, ” 
- but to be paid by our own People; tis their Peet 
9 


for ne intangled in the Net laid for the Spamards. 

nm With regard to a Prohibition, this acknowled ges i 
10 the Goods it is laid on to be good and cheap, o- 
5 therwiſe it were needleſs; for What Prader will” 
* 1 buy bad or dear Goods if he can get better or- 
. | cheaper, and they muſt be neceſſary, otherwiſe 
wey vous not be'demanded, conſequently would 

xs. 85 not 
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126 An Essax on the Cauſes of tbe 
not be imported; for who will import Goods where 
there is no Demand ? 


A Prohibition on the Goods of any one Nation 
gives a Monopoly to other Nations that raiſe the 


like Growths ; thus the Prohibition on Spaniſh Oil 
all Monopolies raiſe 


gives a Monopoly to Galipoly, 
the Prices of Goods; thus Galipoh Oil, that before 
our Spaniſh Prohibition was ſold for 15 to 16 Du- 


cats To Salm, is thereby raiſed to 26 and 27 Du- 


cats; and the fame muſt be the Caſe with all o. 
ther Sorts. of Goods uſed inſtead of Spaniſh, where: 


by the Merchants Profit on the advanced Price, 
and that of the ſeveral Tradeſmen whoſe Hand 


theſe Goods paſs through, muſt further enhance 
their Price vaſtly to the Conſumer; which ſince 


my making this Remark, hath been verified by: 


Petition of the Clothiers of Stroud-Water ( and of 


| moſt of our Clothing Towns) preſented to the 
Houſe of Commons, Feb. 2, 1742. complaining 
that ſince the Prohibition the Price of Oll is ad- 


vanced from no leſs than 26 J. to 60 J. a Tun. 
But it will be objected that on the Declaration 
of War, Spain prohibited our Goods, 


To which I anſwer, That heavy Taxes with] 


many other Difficulties, are the Conſequences of 


War, and in a time of ſuch a general Calamity, 


is it not abſurd to diſtreſs our Trade in making oui 
People buy bad or dear Goods of Foreigners, by 
a Prohibition againſt any one Nation, which othet 
Nations having the like Commodities, take the 
Advantage of and raiſe their Prices upon us? I 


not this adding an unneceſſary Tax upon our 91 


ple, whereby they grow ſooner impoveriſhed and 


unable to ſupport a War? If the Spaniards will 


commit ſuch Blunders, why ſhould we irpitat 
them? 
Trade cannot, will not be forced, let other 


Nations prohibit by what Severities they pleaſe, 
Inter 
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Decline of the' Foxi TRADE. 127 
Intereſt will prevail; they may Embarraſs their 
own Trade, but cannot hurt a Nation whoſe. Trade 
is free, ſo much as themſelves, Spam has prohi- 
bited our Woollens, but had a Reduction of our 
Taxes brought them to their natural Value only, 
they would be the cheapeſt in Europe of their 
Goodneſs, conſequently muſt be more demanded 
by the Spaniards, be n into their Country 
in ſpite of their Government, and ſold at better 
Prices; their People would be dearer clothed 
with Duties and Prohibitions than without, conſe- 
quently muſt ſell their Oil, Wine, and other Com- 
mocäties dearer, whereby other Nations raiſing the 
like Growths would gain Ground upon them, and 
their Balance of Trade grow leſs and leſs: But 
ſhould we for that Reaſon prohibit their Commo- 
dities ? By no means, for the dearer they grow, 
no more than what are juſt neceſſary will be uled ; 
their Prohibition does their own Buſineſs, ſome 
may be neceflary, what are ſo, we ſhould not make 
dearer to our own People ; ſome may be proper 
to aſſort Cargoes for other Countries, and: why 
ſhould we prohibit our People that Advantage ? 
why hurt ourſelves to hurt the Spaniards ? if we 
would retaliate effectually upon them for their Ul- 
intent, a handſome Bounty given to our Plantations 


to raiſe the ſame Growths as Spain, might enable 
them in time to ſupply us cheaper than the Spaniards 


could do, and eſtabliſh a Trade they could never 
recover. Bounties may gain Trade, but Prohibi- 
tions will deſtroy it; of which let the following 
Example ſuffice. 
Portugal Being united to Spain in the Reign of 
0 Philip the Ild. during the Revolt of the Dutch, 
Puffendorf in Page 78 of bis Introduction to the 
Hiſtory of Europe tells us, That Philip being intent 
* upon reducing of the Netherlands, thought that 
nothing could do it more 3 than to ſtop 
2 their 


128 An Ess Av on the Cauſes of the 
© their Trade and Commerce with Spain and Por. 
* tugal; for hitherto the Dutch had traded no fur- 
ther, being uſed to fetch away their Commodi- 
ties from thence, and to convey them into the 
more northern Parts of Europe. Upon this 
Conſideration Philip eoneluded that if this way 
of getting Money were once ſtopped, they 
would —__ grow poor, and thereby be oblig- 
ed to fubmit. But this Deſign had a quite ccn- 
trary Effect, for the Hollanders themſelves being 
excluded Trade with Spain and Portugal, tried 
about the end of the latter Age to ſail to the Eaſt 
Indies, and as ſoon. as they had got Footing 
there they greatly impaired the Portugueſe Trade, 
who hitherto had been the ſole Managers of it, 
and afterwards took from them one Port after 
another. And the Engliſb with the Aſſiſtance of 
Abbas King of 3 1 forced from them the 
famous City of Ormus : Nor was this all, for 
the Ho/landers took from them a great part of 
Brazile and ſeveral Places on the Coaſt of 4. 
frira, which the Hellangers, in all probability, 
* would have had no reaſon to attempt if Portugal 
had remained a Kingdom by itſclf,. and had not 
been annexed to e Le. fi no Probibition. bad 
happened. 
Second ObjeQtion;” iT has hs 9 againſt us 
with France muſt increaſe. by taking off the Duties 
on French Goods. | 
- Anſwer : Here "I TRUE can decide by com- 
paring the Difference of the Balance againſt us 
when we had a Free-Trade formerly, and the 
preſent times, when moſt Sorts of French Goods 
are loaded with ſuch high Duties as amount to a 
Prohibition. 5 
No Perſon who Has 01 the Brio Merchant 
will ſay that he is a partial Author in favour of the 
Anſwer to this Objection. dien 
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In Vol. III. Page 106, he ſays, The ſtated _ 

Maxim among Merchants to know whether the 

© Trade be for or againſt us, is to have recourſe 


- to the Courſe of Exchange, it is a Nicety Wy 
© of our Merchants are-themſelves unacquainted- 


with, yet as the Exchange- holds the Balance of 


: Trade, ſo as that is for us or N us it im 
© mediately decides the Point.” | 


II the Exchange be above the Par of the Mo * 


© ney of the Country we trade with, it is a plain 
© Argument that the Balance is on their ſide, for 
no Man will bring Silver from a Country when 
© the Exchange is more favourable than the Coin.“ 

The Author of the Political Reflewions on the- 
Commerce and Finances of France-elegantly calls the 
Exchange the Barometer of Commerce. 

In the Year 1683, it appears by the. Britiſh 


Merchant Vol. I. p. 332, that though there was, 


a Prohibition, yet he tells us in p. 338, The Court 
hindered' the Executioniof it. Dr. Tancred Robinſon 
the Phyſician, ſnewed me a Memorandum he made 
in that Year, on his ſetting out for Paris, viz. for 
bo J. Sterling paid i in London, he received a Bill of 
Exchange on Paris for 259 Crowns 1 Livre, | 
The Britih Merchant in Vol. III. 
p. 118, informs us, the Par of the Ex- 1 2 81 
change "was 54d. Sterling for the old 
French Crown 5 Therefore he ſnould. 
have paid only 58 J. 7s, for 259 a 
Crowns 1 Livre, conſequently the 
Exchange was in the Disfavour ß 
England, not quite 3 per Cent. 
In the Year 1686. the Prohibition © hs he 174 
being quite taken off, the Britiſb Mer-- 
chant Vol: I. p 318, informs us, the 
Exchange was 5 56 d. per Crotun the 
Fl as A" 3 54d. tal, IN | 
et 541" B was 
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was. in the Disfavour of England Lt er 
E * r ca. 
In the Vear 1729, the French Goods 
having been loaded ever ſince King 
William the Third's Reign, with ſuenß 
high Duties on moſt Articles, as a- 
mount to a Prohibition, by Ca/taign's 
Paper of March 28, the Exchange was 
at 32d, + per Ecu Tournoit 7 75 | 
By Sir Iſaac Newton's Table of Aſ- 
1 Weights, c. of Foreign Coins, 
publiſhed by Milloct in 1740. the Par 
7:5 294. 149 Dec. was in the Disfavour 4 
of England above I1 per Cent. 
In the Year 1740, by Caftaing's Boos hn wrath 
per of Feb, 3, the Exchange was at 
32 d. . The Par, as above, was 
in the Disfavour of 'E ngland almoſt 12 ter Cent. 


By the Cuſtomhouſe Books 5 
our Imports from Fance in 
1686, exceeded our Exports, 


as by the Britih Merchant , b:.-3 &: 

Vol. I. p. 305. 769,190 16 © 
He adds for Goods clande- et] 

ſtinely imported, p. 306. 85 428, 139 1 16 9 


— — — _— —_— 


Total over-balance that Year. £1 11 977330 12 9 


The Britiſh Merchant fays above, © That the 
Exchange holds the Balance of Trade, ſo as that 
is for us or againſt us, it immediately decides 
© the Point.“ By the ſo as he muſt mean propor- 

| tionably, that is, that the Exchange is affected by 
the Balance of Trade, agreeable to the French 
Author above, as the Quickſilver in the Barome- 
ter is by the Atmoſphere. As no Man, that un- ä 


derſtands Prade, can deny this Truth, = 
leave 
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leave it to the Curious to determine, what Propor- 
tion an Over- balance that affects the Exchange al- 
moſt 12 per Cent. muſt bear to one of 1,197, 330. 
125.94. that affected it only about 31 per Cent. 

France takes from Britain Wool, Corn, Dye: 
Stuffs, Hard-wares, and Tobacco in great Quan- 

tities, ſome India Goods, Tin, Lead, Ships, 
Horſes, Sc. 

But ſince France is eres in "the Woollen 
Manufacture, in Navigation, and in Sugar- plant- 
ing, ſhe takes vaſt Quantities of Wool and Provi - 
ſions from Ireland, to improve her Manufactures, 
victual her Ships, and ſupply her Colonies, which. 
amount to vaſt Sums Yearly ; and though theſe 
Articles are vaſtly increaſed, yet ſtill the Balance 


of Trade cannot be brought i in our Favour ; Pro- 


hibitions. and high Duties have made it vaſtly more 
Diſadvantageous to us than in the Times of a 
Free-Trade, the Difference in the chase be- : 
ing 12/20 3 

As the general Intereſt of the: Nation, with 
reſpect to our Trade, ſeems to have hitherto been: 
little underſtood, let us examine the French Trade 
a little farther, 

Our great Dealings with this Bach Shop for- 
merly, were occaſioned by its Cheapneſs, (an ex- 
cellent Cauſe) and its being near us occaſioned 
cheap Carriage, (better and better) and though 
the French had a great Balance againſt us (it could 
not be the half of what it is now) yet other Na- 
tions had the leſs; but Party-Prejudice running 
high againſt the French King's ambitious Deſigns, 
in Ring Charles the Second, and King William the 
Third's time; and this Balance being conſidered 
abſtractedly, without any View to our general 
Trade; an inconſiderate Zeal hurried our Ance.” 
{tors into the Scheme of diltreſſiag-the French King 
by Prohibhions and a Gy oni Goods, 


Rot 
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not conſidering the hurt we ſhould' thereby do our- an 
ſelves, and without ever effectually putting in mo. Wl x; 
tion thoſe. Means that were practicable to eaſe our a8 
own Trade, ſo that we only diſperſed, during our Ki. 
laſt Wars, our Trade to dearer Nations; we lai 
bought dearer German and ' Dutch Linens, dearer the 
Italian and Dutch Silks, Paper, c. as if it was WC 
better to pay thoſe Nations 15 or 18 d. for what try 
the French would ſell for 15. diſtreſſing our People . 
by dear Prices and thereby draining us of our Mo- M: 
ney the faſter ; for ſuch large Quantities of cheap ha 
French Goods as were conſumed here, being pro- no 
| Hibited, made the Demand greater for the Dutch, WM the 

German, and Italian dearer Goods, giving them at | 
the ſame time a Monopoly againſt ourſelves, which WW no 
made them raiſe their Prices on us ſtill higher, Fa 
One would be apt to think that our Fore-fathers bo! 
had a mind to drive all the Money out of the Na- Ha! 
tion. For God's. ſake! let us have Wit in our gal 
Anger, and not pay dear Prices to pretended. M thc 
Friends when Enemies will ſell us cheaper; let us ſay 
befriend ourſelves a little, by ſaving our Money, 54 
which is the Life of Trade and the Sinews of 
War ; let us keep this Power in our own Hands, 
to command Weight and Reſpect from our Neigh- 
bours, not ſquander it away to them, and be forced: 
to court the Aſſiſtance of thoſe we give Power to, 
and ſometimes even court in vain ; ſo much for 


—— 


Nins ͤ rr. 36515 e 

But in Times of Peace the Smuggling- Trade 
goes on eaſier, high Duties are Temptations that 
promote it, Miniſters of State may be bribed to 
brow- beat or diſcharge Officers for doing their 
Duty; Goods that in a Free-Trade coſt but 100 l. 
being charged with 50 per Cent. Duty a Smuggler 
will {ell for 120 or 125 l. for the Riſk muſt be paid 
for, though the Duties are ſaved; ſo that even the 
Smuggling- Trade coſts us more than a Free- Trade, 
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and may perhaps be one of the Reaſons that the 
Exchange with France is much againſt us: Where- 
as had our Country been made a Free- Port in 
King Charles the Second's time, and all Taxes 

laid on the Conſumers of Luxuries, the French 
Wl themſelves during the laſt Wars with England, 
would have fled from Miſery at home, to a Couns 
try that by its Freedom from Taxes and eaſe in 
Trade, ſecmed to invite the Eſtabliſhment of all 


| Manufactures, our Balance to France could not 
have aroſe to that deſtructive Height it is now ar, 
nor had the French ever made the Figure in Trade 
1 % nA no my 
t The Courſes of the Exchanges are Facts noto- 
1 nous to People converſant in T'rade.; upon thoſe 


Fats I reſt my Arguments, in anſwer to the a- 


5 bove Objection; by which it appears plainly, that 
- MW: Free-Port Trade would leſſen the Balance a- 
r Vã˙einſt us, even with France; agreeable to the Au- 
j. dor of the Britannia Languens, who in p. 281, 
$ ſays, © Now if we look back to the Grounds and 
5 © Reaſons of the Decay of our Engliſʒ Trade, we 
f ' ſhall find them to be no other than our own 
* Hill Conſtitutions in Trade, which are not a bit 
remedied by the French Prohibition, and there- 
d fore will prevent any Advantage we might, per- 
, * haps, otherwiſe receive from it. And in p. 268, 
r * Should we ſuppoſe that it (i. e. the Prohibition) 
1 * would reſtore the Balance, nay, that it ſhould. 
e render the national Trade of England ſomewhat 
it WM beneficial, yet it muſt be confeſſed, that a com- 
0 * pleat Regulation of our Trade, would render it 
ir ' prodigiouſly more beneficial, (perhaps more than 
1. ' Ul the Trade of Europe beſides) conſidering how. 
er 4 our Adyantages in Trade would reduce the Trade. 
id of our neighbouring Nations, as ours does im- 


1e 8 
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- Notwithſtanding what has been ſaid in favour of fo 

2 Free · Port, ſuch ſtrong Prejudices againſt a Fre I by 
Trade with France, have been raiſed by moſt of M th 
our late Authors on this Subject, that few People pc 
- have any but frightful Ideas of it. The: Brig ur 
Merchant, a Work in great Reputation, has brought MW Bi 
beavy ObjeRions againſt a Trade with Hance; ill 
the Strength of which, it may not be i Umptope an 
to n In. n I. p. 12 he ſays 3 2 | ſo 
Po 

| re 1 Wt 
98 Goods Pn to. be enen is cer. I. 
tainly a national Advantage; but few or MT! 
French Goods are ever exported from Great- Bri. 
tain, except to our Plantations, but are all con: pre 
ſumed at home, therefore no Benefit can be T. 
reaped this way by 't me: French: Trade. Hy [gr 
12! wil 

1 Letting Ships to Freight « cannot but be F 4 
© ſome Profit to a Nation, but it is very rare i fro 
© the French ever made uſe of any other Ships tha lle. 
their owa; they victual and man cheaper thut 
we, therefore nothing i is to be got from then 4 
by this Article. | "I 
P 

. Things that are : of abſolute Neceſſity can. Pe 
not be reckoned prejudicial to a Nation, but one 
France produces nothing that is neceſſary, or e: pf 
ven convenient, but which we had better be as 
Without.“ 5 
Each of theſe Obiections is introduced Vibe 7 
general Maxim which the French Trade is aſſerted... 


to be inconſiſtent with, and if underſtood accord. 
ing to the preſent or then State of our Trade, al 
Found 


* 
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founded in Truth; ſo that I would not be thought 
by the following Remarks to reflect on the Au- 
tors of the Britiſh Merchant, for ſeaſonably op- 
ple Ml poſing our engaging in Trade with the French on 
th MW unequal Terms during our preſent ill Regulations. 
aght But theſe Objections are founded only on thoſe 
ace; ill Regulations, for they otherwiſe have no weight, 
oper Ml and will fall to the ground when they are removed, 
No that they affect not an Engliſb, untaxed Free- 
port Trade with France, which I ſhall endeavour 
to prove, and ſhall farther confirm by proving, , 
That had our Trade no Incumbrance on it, a. 
Trade with France muſt be beneficial, _ 
To the Firſt Objection, I anſwer, That it can 
proceed only from our ill Regulations of our 
Trade ; for high Cuſtoms prevent Merchants en- 
groſſing in cheap Times, the Duties running away 
with great part of their Capitals, the Intereſt of 
Money lying dead for Duties, is ſuch a Charge as 
no Trade can bear that is rivalled by People free 
from ſuch Clogs; beſides, great part of the Du- 
tics on French Goods are not repaid on Exporta- 
tion, ſo that it is impoſſible to ſend them to any 
Market but our Plantations ; our Monopolies and 
I!-judged Laws that make Navigation dear, pre- 
vent our giving that Vent to the French Goods 
hich the Dutch are capable of doing, though 
they have not the natural Advantages.that we have, 


ad they cheriſh this Trade that we condemn as 
bt Wore of their beſt Branches, being a great Support 
56 of their Navigation. According to the R epreſen- 


ation of the Body of Merchants to the French 
ing in 1658, a Copy whereof was ſent to the 


un! tates-General by their Ambaſſador Boreel, the Ex- 

ert % France is Holland and England (Vide Me- 
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moires 1 De 2 27. „ 2 Fat . ke Britiſ Meer chant; Vol, 
th P. 2 32.) amunted' to 30 4 lion, 25 Crowns: ma: 


e e 0e 
The Drin MY 


Vol. 
206 habe ROI: 
r 
1686, 855 | IG 2 1 
Coftom.- . 
counts, a- | | | [7] 
mount to 1 1,284,419 10 03; | ED \ 
To which | 2461 
he adds e dae, 


1 


Ainely import W by 


Se Rane © EEG 29, 43; Babs 
no room for | 11 
Cavil in Vol. 

2, p. 238, 

he publiſhes 

an Account of” 

Mr.Fortrey's 32/24, rig - 469-208 
which made our e ball. itt ol 
Imports from Sf, Sire, 9 ya 
Franceamount QF at 3s 
yealry io 


ah e o o 


— — 6 ; 14 ; 


i 4,3124559 07 00 
The Medium of re" two Ac- h 
counts 1 ov) . 2,156,2 279 13 05 
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Which ER den ed the 
Remainder muſt be the Datch 


imports, amounting to L 4,593,720 os 0 


ret 


JA 


Decline of the Fo EIO TRADE. 137 
De it, in his Memoirs, p. 211, ſays, The g wut- 
ft part of the French Experts are for Holland; the 
above Account verifies it; and in Page 214, he 
ſays, That the Dutch conſume and ſell aimaſt all the 
Wines and Salt that go ont of France; and in Page 
213, he 1 It is certain that the French gain every 
Year upon the Dutch above 30 Millions of Money, be- 


fides the Goods they ſend to France; theſe I take to be 


Livres, making 10 Millions of Crowns at 54d. is 
2,250,0007. FF 
The Dutch cannot conſume that Quantity of 
French Goods, for if they did, they could not 
have a Shilling left in the Country with ſuch an 
immenſe yearly Over-balance for near a Century ;. 
therefore the Bulk of theſe Imports muſt be for 
Re- exportation, which the Objection ſays is cer” 
tainly a National Advantage; this the Dutch 
know, and feel the Sweets of, for they were ſo 
far from being, like us, frightened at the Amount 
of the Imports, or the Over-balance above, though 
vaſtly ſuperior to ours, that neither the laſt French 
War, nor the Tntreaties 'of their Allies, could' 
perfuade them to prohibit that Trade; nay, they 
re grown exceſſively rich with double the Impor- 
ation that we thought would beggar us. Such 
clear Perceptions have the Dutch of Trade, and 
that Foundation of it, Freedom: Such Enemies 
are they to Prohibitions, or to give any Foreign-- 
rs Monopolics againſt them, or to pay dearer to 
Friends for what Enemies will ſell them cheaper. 
herefore as the Dutch reap a Benefit by this 
rade, much more may the Engliſbd, whoſe Na- 
ral Advantages, if diſeneumbered, are greater 
han theirs. | ANTE 5 e 55 902 12 5 7 2. 
To the Second J anſwer, It is notorious that 
oreign Ships frequent the French Ports and take 


. 1 


* Ladings, ſome of which I preſume are for 


rench Accompt; but that we can get nothing 
3 from 


138. An E88av en the Cauſes of the 


from them by Freight, becauſe they victual And 
man cheaper than we, can ariſe only from our il 
Regulations in Trade, for our natural Advantages 
are ſuperior 75 theirs j in Navigation. 

In 5 Shipping-Article the French are deficient, 
and dane Ty —＋ us to a large Amount yearly, 

In the Victualling - Article the French are defi: 
cient, and 3 2 buy in Ireland to a Jarge A. 
* 


People, and are attended with ſome Charges in 
their Tranſportation to the French, conſequently 
are enhanced in Price to them. _ 

By our Bounties we furniſh the Frinch with 
Wheat for Biſcuit at about 2 5.. per Quarter cheap 
er than our own People. Fide p. 120. 

__ . That the French man cheaper he we, I doubt, 
though they pay leſs Wages; for not being ſo ex: 
pert as we, they are forced to-put more Hands on 
ard their Ships, whereby their Expences ar 
enhanced by additional Wages and Conſumption 
of Stores; ” which add the Adyance of Infuranct 
they are forced to pay, no Inſurer in general vil 
under-write on French Sage for fo low Premijunt 
as on Engliſh. 

— * the Prohibition of Iriſh Proyiſions, ve 
victualled cheaper than any People, and ſold u 
both French and Dutch, and was that Monopoly, 
with our Taxes and Bounties „taken off, we ſhould 
be in the ſame State as before, conſeqventi Vice 
tual. cheaper than either. 

As Cuſtoms and Exciſes enhance the Prices o 
Neceſſaries, they make all Victualling and San 
come dearer to our Owners of Ships. 

As Cuſtoms and Exciſes enhance the Prices of 
Neceſſaries, they oblige the Sailor to demand big 
Wages to e . and F _ 
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Bel Ant Articles bring ſome Profit to our own 
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and We have more Sailors than the French, as ap · 
u pears by the Liſts. of Ships at foreign Ports, con« 
ges ſequently ſhould navigate cheaper; for it is a 
Maxim in Trade, The greater Plenty of Hands, the 


ber the Pages. F 
fly. But this Benefit we defeat by our Navigation- 
efi: W Act, which gives the Sailors a Monopoly againſt 
A. our Merchants, fo that on the leaſt Spurt of Trade 

they extort exceſſive Wages. 7 5; 
wn ll Let theſe ill Regulations be removed, and will 
in WW any one ſay that the People who are Buyers of 
atly ships, and Victuals for them, can navigate cheap- 
er than the Sellers? that the People who put the 
vith WY moſt Hands on Board, and pay a high Inſurance, 
ap- can navigate cheaper than thoſe that put few: 

Hands on Board, and can be inſured the cheapeſt: 
ubt; WY of any People? that a Nation that has a leſs Num- 
eber of Sailors can navigate cheaper than another 
S 00 BY that has a greater? that a People that pay arbi-. 
ale BY trary Taxes: can navigate cheaper than thoſe that 
pion BY pay no Taxes at all? it cannot be. |: 
anc BY As no People by their Natural Advantages can 
will navigate ſo cheap as we, ſo no People are ena- 
un bled to give ſuch a Vent to their Growths, Manu» 

factures and Imports as we, and thoſe Nations: 
chat would give theirs the ſame Vent muſt employ. 
d tt i our Shipping, or trade to Diſadvantage : therefore 
oh, ve can force the French either to give us Freights, 
000 or ruin their Trade, either of which muſt leſſen 
e: their Navigation, Riches and Power, and in- 

Wl creaſes ours, N SO ie 
s of To the Third I anſwer, Theſe very Authors, 
tores BY in Page 15, .reck6h, that had the Duties on French 


Goods been lowered according to the Stipulations in the 
Treaty of Commerce made at Utrecht, our a'nual 
digt Conſumption of French Linens would have been 
oo, ooo J. being the greateſt Amount of any one 
WOW Article ; this Objection therefore is a Miltake, 

| LEED occaſioned 


ncedleſs; and if we raiſe the Price of Frenth Li. 
nens by Cuſtoms to exceed other Foreign that are 


Port Trade we muſt gain that per pr 
firſt View will ſtartle moſt People, and that is to 


Prove, that were all our Taxes, Monopolies, and 


our Trade had' no en race on it, but was 


Ge lowered according to. thoſe Stpulations, "_ 
Haul have rok to France yearh = 1 W 


140 An Essuv onthe Cauſes of the - 
occaſioned" by an over Zeal ; for it appears by the 
ſame Authors, Vol. 1. p. 283, that we uſed” to im. in 
rt from France ſeverul neceſſary Articles, , ach ar 
2 Salt, Ge en 2150 481105 7 m 
I believe I need not prove Linens to be either 10 
neceſſary or convenient, ſince no body can deny ill *" 
it, therefore France produces ſomething that we 
want, and until 'we ean gain the Manufacture of 
it ourſelves (which tho removing the Clogs on our 
Trade only can effect) highly neceſſary to be 
bought where cheapeſt, Which I preſume” by the 
Quamtities imported, and the Prohibition, to have 
been in France, otherwiſe the Prohibition had been 


dearer, I have — in Page 115 that we diſtreſs 
our whole Trade; and in p. loi that by a Free- 


leaſt for our own. Conſumption, ©, + * nil 
I come now to a bold Attempt, and what' at 


IIl- judged Laws removed, or, in other Words, if 


quite free, that then our T rade to Fronce muſt be 
beneficial. 1 2 

The Authors of whe: Britiſh tee wiki 
Aid the Treaty of Commerce made wich Franc 
at N recht, compute, that had the Duties an French 


= ". >) 70,669 

K nen OL Lien, \ 600,000 
ee of 0 30, 000 
eee Ar, 580, 000 
an II. 1 
i eee e ve 7. eb 
Let. 
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Let us examine how! much of this Sum we 
ſhould pay if our Trade was quite fre·, 

As to the Wine-Artiele, Lagree, that being the 
moſt. eſteemed of any in Europe, our Importation 

might even exceed that Sum, but great part of it 
would be reduced by our Re- exportation; for 
our natural Advantages being greater than the 
Dutch, we ſhould give thoſe, Wines a greater Vent 
than they were yet able to do, and be the com- 
mon Carriers of them, by which means our Pre- 
fits and Freights would make our own Conſump- 
tion come very eaſy, eaſier than ever it was to 
Holland; but fo avoid all Objection, I Will allow 
for that Expence the above Sum of 450,000]. 

As to the Brandy - Artiele, that could not coſt 


us any thing; for as our Rum can be imported 


cheaper, and is more wholeſome, our Conſump- 
ton would be chiefly that, ſo the Brandies im- 
ported would be chiefly. for Re - exportation; for 
which Reaſon I cannot help thinking but the Pro- 
fits and Freights muſt greatly excted our — 
tion in Value. 

But there is one Conlideration that will reduce 

is Wine- Article, and that is, That as it is not 
a periſhable Commodity, we ſhould hoard up in 
cheap Times vaſt Quantities, and when the Mar- 
kets were advanced by bad Seaſons, or other Ac- 
cidents, make — — Profits by the Stocks 

e had by us, which beſides would be a great ; 
Benefit to our Navigation. 

As to the Linen, Paper, ag; Silk. Articles, 
them J ſtrike out entirely, for by the Encourage- 
ment of our T rade We muſt gain thoſe Manufac- 
ures, as is proved in p. 100; and for the fame 


1 We muſt & wank the Indigo aq Cambrick 
rades. 5 


1 


« Therefore 


1422 
Therefore allcheſe migh⸗ 
ty conſum 
ons are reduced only to the 
Wine-Artidle:abaveo 

In Vol. I. p. 15; the Au- 


thors of the Britiſb Ar- | 


chant compute our yearly 
Exports co France 1 , 
Peace at only 

Whereas in p. 305, by 


t Cuſtom-houſe A Actompt | 


they publiſh, via. rom Mi» 
chaclmus 1 685 t Michael 
mas 1686, (in which are 


wanting che Michaelmas 


Quarter for Deal, Dart- 
mouth, Whithy, and Milford 4 
eur Exports amounted to | 
VN. B. In this Account 
mere is no mention either 
of the Wool or Ship- 
cles; the Corn- Article a- 
mounts but to 1428 5“. 85. 
the Hard- ware, under the 
Heads of Wrought- Iron, 
Clock-work, and Nails, a. 


mounts but to- 1646“. 2s», 4 5 23331 
6d. and the ann but 


o 279 l. 9s. 2d a 

In Vol. 2, p. 00 thats: 
quote Mr. Fortrey, who 
makes our annual Exports 
n 


t 


"An Essav on the cake the 


ptive Importati- 
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The Medium Se] is 4 $71,740 . 


The Dutch cannot be ſuppoſed to el 
export leſs of their French Imports p. 


that 


1,74 


tha 


Trade muſt be at leaſt 
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19h " Brought'over C 5774 


an ab alias wenn De Wir ſays 


the Over-balance of France is on them, 
viz. 22 0,000 I. which is a very mo- 991 
derate ＋ e for it makes their i 
anal -Confamprion for fapetior 6 


whatever England's was proved to be, 


and muſt be a great deal foo much for . 

that frugal People; now the Freights, 

Charges, and Profits paid the Dutch 

on that Re -exportation cannot be lefs © 

than 10 per Cent. amounting to 

225,000 J. clear Gain to Holland by! {1941 7:51 

that Trade. wes 921 
As the Natural Advintityde of * 

lain far exceed thoſe of Holland, as ap- 

pears p. 73, ſo by a Free- Port Trade 

we cannot be ſuppoſed to give a'lefſs 

Vent to our French Imports than the . 

Dutch did, or with leſs Profit, there 

fore we may ſafely add to our Exports 

the Gain Holland received by Re- ex- 

porting French Goods i amounting an- 7 

nually to _ | 22 5,008 


K = Ry 


L 796 743 
From that muſt be deducted che oe, | 
Wine-Article WDove;: amounting . 450,000 


7 . EAI: © 4 4 — 2 an. 1 


Therefore the annual- Benefit to. 
Britain from France by a Free-Port * 
L 346, 42 
Our Goods are ſo well manufactured that their 
Neatneſs recommends them every where, nothin 
obſtru&s them but their dear Price; but was their 
fictitious Value once taken off, the 7 would come 
cheaper than ever they yet were, ſo that our Ex- 
ports to France would naturally "increaſe , and 


m_ 
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might. exceed. eden Mr. Fartrey's Computation of 
x Million per Ans. As we beat the French out of 
foreign Markets their Manufactures | muſt decay, 
and of courſe they will want the greater Supply 
from us; if they prohibit them by high Duties 
they put e in the Caſe of che Fpaniad 

2%; 8&4 

"Hers 3 is, I think, N to be chat 
will open their Eyes, that Great-Britain, by dif- 
encumbefing and making its Trade quite free, 
cannot be hurt by France, much leſs by any other 
Power in Europe, but muſt of axcollty hold- the 
firſt Rank 1 In Trade. 1g 

But now perhaps it will be ſaid, This 8 of 


| Fa rench Deſigns, this Author is a concealed French. 


man, the French are already too powerful „ We 
mult take care. 

To this I anſwer, That a ſhould be of 
ways vigilant over the Deſigns of Fance, but 
need not be afraid of her Power; her ' wiſe Re. 
gulations in Trade ſhould be the Objects ve 
ſhould keep our Eyes upon, and out-do her if 
- poſlible, or elſe as ſhe riſes we muſt ſink ; but 
dt. is our Comfort that our Remedy is always i in 
our own Hands; nor can there be any ſolid Rex- 
ſon for the Nation's paying dearer to other Coun- 
tries for Gods we could buy cheaper in Frame: 
Would any wiſe Dealer in London buy Goods of 1 
9 for 15 or 18 4. when he could 
have the ſame from a French Shopkeeper for 1. 
would he not conſider that 'by fo doing he ſhould 
empty his own Pockets the ſooner, and that in 
the end he would greatly injure his Family by 
ſuch Whims : ? And ſhall this Nation commit an 
Abſurdity that ſtares every private Man. in the 
Face? Do our good Friends, the Dut ch, commit 
ſuch a Blunder in favour of us? They know their 


own Intereſt too > well, and bare too good No- 
I tions 


— — 92 Ty — on — — 2 2 


1 


To which we may add the Value of the 
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tions of Trade to do it. The preſent Power of 
France is indeed great, her Dominions in Europe 
are bigger and more populous by at leaſt ; than 
ours; but as her Naval Force cannot match the 
half of what we have, our Situation makes us the 
only one of her Neighbours that need not fear 
her; beſides, her People are not in proportion ſo 
rich, her Colonies not ſo extenſive and populous 
as ours : But the certain way to be ſecure is to be 
more powerful, that is, to extend our Trade as 
far as it is capable of; and as Reſtraints have 
proved its Ruin, to reje&t them, and depend on 
Freedom for Security, bidding Defiance to the 
French or any Nation in Europe that took Umbrage 
at our exerting our Natural Advantages. Before 
theſe Taxes we were more powerful, why not ſo 
again? It is our own Fault if we are not. By the 
Britiſh Merchant, Vol. 2, p. 232, the Exports of 
France in 1658, according to De Hit, were 
: L 6,750,000 


— —U—ñ—öů—— 


And in p. 314, the Exports of England 2 
in 1699 were 5 6,788, ooo 


four Branches of Trade gained by a 
Free-Port, vide p. 108, beſides the 
other Benefits not enumerated, 9,000,000 


— — 


- L 15,788, ooo 

Suppoſe the French to have now doubled their 
Trade of 1658, we can not only double the Va- 
lue of ours of 1699, but more, as appears above: 
Beſides, the Progreſs we ſhould make in Europe 
and in the Eaft-Indies by a Free Trade, and the 
valt Improvements our Colonies in America are 
capable of, muſt increaſe the Demand for our Ma- 
nufactures beyond what was ever known. Let 
all theſe be duly conſidered, with the vaſt tren 
| „„ ot 
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of our Navy, and the Fear of the French Power 
muſt vaniſh like a Phantom. Inderator maris terre 
Dominus, is a Proverb applied by De Vit in his 
Memoires to a King of England; let us examine 
whether this Remark on our Power will hold good 
at this time. If France now gives Laws by Land, 
Britain can now do it by Sea; and in a little time 
the Sea will command the Land, for our Men of 
War can deſtroy their Ships, ravage their Coaſts, 
batter down their Forts, and burn their Sea-Port 
Towns ; this muſt ruin their Trade, as Trade goes 
ſo muſt their Money, and when the Money is gone 


the Armies cannot be ſupported, they mult be 


drawn from the Countries they invade, or they 
will deſert rather than periſh with Hunger for want 
of Pay. Had we puſhed on the late War only by 
our Fleets, we ſhould have given quicker Relief 
to our Allies, ſaved our Money, prevented a Load 
of Debts, and ſoon brought the War to a conclu- 
fion ; for the ſtrong Towns which we took in 
Flanders, with ſo much Expence of Blood and 
| Treaſure, muſt have been abandoned by the 
French Troops for want of Pay, want of Ammu- 
nition and Proviſion, and have fallen into our Al- 
lies Hands without ſtriking a ſtroke, or making 
only ſuch a faint Reſiſtance as the Queen of Hun- 
gary's unpaid Troops and unprovided Towns did 
before we granted her a Subſidy, We have never 
yet exerted our natural Naval Force ; had the 
French ever felt the full weight of it they would be 
more humble, they would not dare fo wantonly 
to invade our Allies on the Continent, for fear of 
drawing down our Vengeance upon them. 
if any Engliſiman ſhould be fo vapouriſh as to 
doubt whether Trade and Navigation can effed 
this, I defire him only to conſider what a fev 
Dutch Fiſhing-towns were enabled thereby to do 
in their Revolt from Spain, whoſe Power was then 


* 
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the Dread of Europe; the mighty Wars they 
maintained by Sea and Land for fifty-ſeven Years © 
againſt that Crown, which at laſt gave ſuch a 
Shock and Reduction to the Power of Spain as 
it hath not been ſince able to recover. The ex- 
tending at the ſame time their Trade all over the 
World, and making vaſt Conqueſts in both Eaſt 
and Weſt-Indies, until they aroſe to ſuch a Pro- 
digy of Riches and Power, that they became the 
Envy and Terror of all their Neighbours ; and 
that from ſo low a Condition, that at the Union 
of Utrecht, Puffendorf, in his Introduction to 
the Hiſtory of Europe, p. 226, ſays, They coin- 
ed a Medal, wherein their State was repreſented 
by a Ship without Sails or Rudder left to the 
Mercy of the Waves, with this inſcription, Incer- 
tum quo fata ferant. 3 Sh 
And willnot Trade and Navigation have greater 
Effects in theſe three Kingdoms, whoſe Natural 
Advantages excecd anyin Europe ? who have now 
a greater Naval Force in Commiſlion than all its 
natural Enemies can oppoſe againſt itin a Twelve- 
month, and would we but exert it, ſhould hard- 
ly ſuffer them to have a Fiſhing-boat at Sea, or 
to gain a Penny thereon to pay Armies to invade 
their Neighbours; this is the ſhorteſt and beſt. 
way to reduce the exorbitant Power of France, 
which, when diſtreſſed on the Sea-coaſts, like a 
human Body that has one Part diſeaſed, will lan- 
guiſh throughout, and afford an Opportunity to 
its Neighbours to make eaſy Conqueſts upon it 
in their turn. e | TOY | 
There is a farther Conſideration in carrying on 
as to Wl © French War by Sea only, and ruining their 
eſſen Wl Trade, and that is, that what Trade they loſe 
a few ve ſhall get, for by haraſſing their Coaſts, their 
to do Merchant men could not, without great Riſk, get 
s then ut or in; the Turkey, Eaſt- India, and Sugar- 
the „ Trades 
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Trades would be rendered impracticable to them, 
and the Bulk of them fall into their Hands again: 


Every 100 l. that we get by ſupplanting them in 
Trade, or taking their Ships, makes them ſo much 
weaker to defend themſelves, and we ſo much 


ſtronger to attack them, which is a double Da. 


mage to them and a double Benefit to us; now 
the ſtronger our Attacks are, and the weaker our 
Enemy's Defence, the ſooner muſt a War ter. 
minate to our Honour, which confirms a Remark 
I have often heard made, That it is our Intereſt 
as Treaders to have a French War once in Seven 
Years ; and the Spaniards, whom we are uncapa- 
ble of attacking in any other manner with Suc- 


ceſs, have a Proverb, Paz con Ingalaterrà y con todp 
el Mundo Guerra, Peace with England and War 
with all the World; ſo ſeverely did they formerly 


feel the Effects of our Naval Force. i 
Our Prohibitions and high Duties have not 


ruined the French, who make a greater Figure in 
Trade, and empty our Pockets more than ever, 
ſo thatunleſs we have thereby improved our Trades 


to other Countries, we are in a fine Condition. 
The Authors of the Britiſh Merchant, Vol. 2, 
p- 4, writing againſt the ſhameful Treaty of Com- 


merce made with France at Utrecht in the Year 


1713, ſay, We gain a Million every Year by the 
Balance of our Trade with Portugal and Italy, 
and near twice as much as that with Flanders, 


Germany, and Holland, and ſhall we venture the 


loſing the Gain of three Millions every Year from 

thoſe Countries, not for the ſake of gaining, but 

of loſing a fourth Million every Lear to France. 
Let us ſee now how theſe advantageous Ba- 


ances have been ſecured to us by high Cuſtoms 


and Prohibitions. | 
57 
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; 
i By Caſtaing's Paper of Feb. 3. 1740, 

h London gave to Genoa for the Dollar 54 d. 
h 


2 
1 to Venice for the Ducat Banco 51 d. .. 
to Leghorn for the Dollar 50 d. 2 
un : 
wal Buy Sir Iſaac Newton's Tables, 
* Genoa, the Par is 54 d. | 
L ſs to England about 1 per Cent. 
* Venice, the Par is 49 d. 49 dec. 
elt —Loſs to England about 3" per Cent. 
120 ' Leghorn, the Par is 51 d. 69. 2 dec. 
2 Bain to England about 2 per Cent. 
1 To Genoa and Venice the Balance is againſt us, 


and favourable only a ſmall matter to Leghorn. 


ly Feb. 3, 1740, „ 
Fu London gave to Liſbon for the Millree 65d, 
1 The Par is 67 dec. 166 dec. „ 

0 ain to England about 34 per Cent. 

Jos 'The Britiſh Merchant, Vol. 3. p. 107, informs 


us, that in ſome Years, when Corn was cheap 
here and dear in Portugal (he means during the 


2 laſt War) our Balance was ſo very great, that not - 
ou withſtanding we paid Subſidies to the King of-Por- 
the tagal, and paid for Troops, there were alſo vaſt 


Sums for Supplies of our Armies in Valentia and 
Catalonia, yet ftill the Over-balance lay ſo much 
againſt them, that the Exchange has been at 5 s. 
2d. and 5s. a Millree. 5 
Portugal is a conſtant Market for Corn, either 
from Britain or its American Colonies ; the latter, 
together with Ireland, ſupply it with vaſt Quanti- 
ties of Provifions, great part of the Payments of 
which centers in London : And though we have 
no Subſidies or Armies to pay, as in the late War, 
yet the Liſbon Exchange is ſo far from falling to 
G3 5b 
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58. Or 55. and 2 d. per Millree, that it has not 
for many Years been under 5 8. 4 d. which can 
be only owing to the Decline of the Portugal 
Market for our Manufactures, particularly the 
Woollen, Foreigners working cheaper ſteal it 
away by degrees: Cloths between 8 and 11 8. per 
Yard the Dutch fupply them with, and have beat 
out ours about that Price entirely, as has been 
_ obſerved before. France begins to ſupply them 
with ſome W oollens, but to Italy ſhe ſends vaſt 
Quantities, So that it appears by the Exchanges 
now, that not much of the ſuppoſed annual Gain 
of a Million from Portugal or Italy can now re. 
main, great part of the Portugal Gold brought 
here, being for Dutch Account; and the Moi. 
dores circulated for 2 d. 7; more than they are 


worth, by which the Nation is. cheated about ; 


per Cent: 
Feb. 3, 1740. 
London gave the Pound Sterling to Antwerp 
for 35 8. 264. 
The Par is 358. 17 dec. Gain to England a. 
bout 2 per Cent. 
London gave the Pound Sterling to Anſter- 
dam for 34S. Ii d. 
The Par is 36s. 59 dec. Loſs to England, 
about 42 per Cent. 
London gave the Pound Sterling to Hamburgh, 
for 33 8. 11d. | 
The Par is 35 8. 17 dee. | Lofs to England, 
about JE per Cent. 
London exchanges with Norway, Sweden, and 
Ruſſia, by the Way of Hamburgh and Amſterdam. 
ſoſhua Gee, who was alſo a Writer in the Britiſh 


Merchant, as appears by the Preface ; in his Trea-, 


tiſe on $50 e ſeveral Years after, ſup- 
= poſes, 


4 


A IA © a» 22 
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poſes, p. 178 the Balance we pay to Norway to 


be L 130,000 
sweden. 240, 00 
Ruſſia. 400, ooo 


He ſuppoſes, p. 179, that we pay 
a Balance to Flanders of 2 50, oool. 
but as the Exchange to Antwerp 
appears to be Advantageous, to a- 
void all Exceptions J ſhall ſuppoſe 
we gain as much. 8 
The Intereſt paid to Foreigners, 
who are Proprietors in our Funds, 
being chiefly Duten. 400,000 
Neat annual Balance due to En- 
| gland from Germany and Holland, 
to make the Britiſh Merchant's Cal- 
culation. | E 


250,000 


$80,000 


* 


—— 


4 2,000,000 


Such a formidable Sum due to us yearly, as 
580,000 1. muſt make the Hamburgh and Amſter- 
dam Exchanges ſomething at leaſt in our Favour. 
But is it ſo? Alas ! it appears by the Courſe and 
Par of the Exchanges above, that this Balance in 
our Favour is not only all gone, but that we have 
a Balance to pay ourſelves, to both Germany and 
Holland; and it cannot be a ſmall one neither,. 
fince it makes the Exchange to both ſo much in 
our: DBfayour; e 

We are going headlong to Deſtruction with car- 
rying on loſing Trades with our Neighbours, and 
what has brought us to this low Ebb? certainly 
our Excifes, Cuſtoms, Prohibitions, Ill-judged 
Laws, Monopolies, and national Debts ; theſe. 
are the Cauſes ; the Effects are loſt Trades, and 
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58. Or 58. and 2 d. per Millree, that it has not 
for many Years been under 55 8. 4 d. which can 


be only owing to the Decline of the Portugal 
Market for our Manufactures, particularly the 


 Woollen, Foreigners working cheaper ſteal it 


away by degrees: Cloths between 8 and 11 8. per 
Yard the Dutch ſupply them with, and have beat 
out ours about that Price entirely, as has been 


obſerved before. France begins to ſupply them 


with ſome Woollens, but to Italy ſhe ſends vaſt 
Quantities, So that it appears by the Exchanges 
now, that not much of the ſuppoſed annual Gain 


of a Million from Portugal or Italy can now re. 


main, great part of the Portugal Gold brought 
here, being for Dutch Account ; ; and the Moi. 
dores circulated for 2 d. A more than they are 
worth, by which the Nation is cheated about £ 


per Cent. 


Feb. 3, 1740. 
London gave the Pound Sterling to Antwerp 
for 35 8. 104, | 
The Par is 35s, 17 dec. Gain to England 2. 


bout 2 per Cent. 


London gave the Pound Sterling to Amſter- 
dam for 34S. 35 
The Par is 36 8. 59 dee. Loſs to England, 
about 4 + per Cent. 
London gave the Found Sterling to Hamburgh, 


for 338. 11d. 


The Par is 35 8. 17 dee. ‚ Lofs to England, 


about 35 per Cent. 


London exchanges with Norway, Sweden, and 
Ruſſia, by the Way of Hamburgh and Amſterdam. 
ſoſhua Gee, who was alſo a Writer in the Britiſh 


Merchant, as appears by the Preface ; in his Trea- 


tiſe on Trade, publiſhed ſeveral Years after, ſup⸗ 
| poſes, 


1 
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poſes, p. 178 the Balance we pay to Norway to 
be L 130,000 | 

Sweden. 240, 00 
Ruſſia. 5 400,000 


FOR L 770, ooo 
He ſuppoſes, p. 179, that we pay 
a Balance to Flanders of 2 50, ooo l. 
but as the Exchange to Antwerp 
appears to be Advantageous, to a- 
void all Exceptions I ſhall ſuppoſe 
we gan 35 moet. ES 
The Intereſt paid to Foreigners, 
| who are Proprietors in our Funds, 
being chiefly Dutch. 400,000 
Neat annual Balance due to En- 55 
gland from Germany and Holland, 
to make the Britiſh Merchant's Cal- 
culation. NS, e 


250,000 


Such a formidable Sum due to us yearly, as 
580,000 1. muſt make the Hamburgh and Amſter- 
dam Exchanges ſomething at leaſt in our Favour. 
But is it ſo? Alas! it appears by the Courſe and 
Par of the Exchanges above, that this Balance in 
our Favour is not only all gone, but that we have 
a Balance to pay ourſelves, to both Germany and 
Holland ; of | it cannot be a ſmall one neither, 
fince it makes the Exchange to both ſo much in 
our Disfavour. 5 = 

Weare going headlong to Deſtruction with car- 
rying on lofing Trades with our Neighbours, and 
what has brought us to this low Ebb ? certainly 
our Excifes, Cuſtoms, Prohibitions, Ill-judged 
Laws, Monopolies, and national Debts ; theſe 
are the Cauſes ; the Effects are loſt Trades, and 
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their Trade of foreign Merchandize to Leg 
made a Free-Port by the Duke of Tuſcany, which 
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decaying Rents ; no quacking with the Effects will 


reſtore us to a ſound Conſtitution and the Cauſes 


muſt be removed or it is all loſt Labour. 

Before unloading our Manufactures of the a. 
bovementioned Grievances, it would be an unac- 
countable Notion (agreeable to. Gee's Opinion) to 


make our Ports free, but after thoſe Political Fet. 


ters are taken off, having ſo many ſuperior Ad- 
vantages, nothing could be feared but by thoſe 
who envy our Succeſs : Our natural Advantages 
are ſo great that they are the Foundation of great 
part of the Riches of our Rivals, and that they 
may make the greater Impreſſion. on the Reader's 


Memory, Page 73, where they are enumerated, 


ſhould be here turned to; and after that View, 
will any one doubt whether any foreign Manu- 


facturers can underwork a People untaxed, free 


from Oppreſſions, and with ſuch Advantages ; it is 


an Affront to the Britiſh Nation to ſuppoſe it. We 


may rather ſuppoſe, that by ſuch Bleſſings, upon 
every War or Calamity on the Continent, the 
declining Manufacturers would fly to this Aſylum 


with their Arts, adding Wealth and Strength year- 


ly to the Nation. We have acted upon narrow 
Principles, as if the Trade of the World could 
be made ſubſervient to our Reſtrictions, which are 
inconſiſtent with its very Nature, and always throw 


it into a new Channel. Cuſtoms have been com- 


pared to a Tradeſman's ſetting up a Turnpike at 


his Door to raiſe Money on his Cuſtomers, and 


would it be a wonder if they contracted their 
Dealings with ſo wrong headed a Man? Sir Wal- 
ter Raleigh's Remark on the Fate of Genoa fully 
Iroves this, which being formerly a Free-Port, 
was the Storehouſe of Italy, but ſetting a Cuſtom 


of 16 per Cent. on Goods imported, they loſt 
om, 


continuing 
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; continuing ſtill free, retains its flouriſhing Condi- 
tion. If ſuch a Duty ruined the Trade of Genoa,. 

£ what will become of ours that is loaded on ſome: 

i Articles from 50 to 100 per Cent 

Q Monſieur Colbert made Lewis the XIVth ſo 


* ſenſible. of the Advantages accruing, by eaſing - 
L the Trade of France, that after declaring in the 
e Introduction to the Tariff of 1664, that a large. 


N Bounty ſhould be given to encourage Manu- 
at factures and Navigation, yet he lays not ſuch a 


Streſs upon the Bounties as the leſſening the 
Duties on the Exports and Imports, which he 
calls the moſt effectual Means for the reſtoring: 
of. Trade; what effect they have had, the Ruin. 
of our Sugar, Turkey, Woollen, and Home- 
Fiſhing Trades declares.. 
The French now permit the landing the Su- 
gars and Indico of their Colonies, at Havre and 
Bourdeaux for Re- exportation, Duty fre. 
Io conclude the Remarks on theſe 1ſt and 
2d Articles. Whatever is neceſſary. for Life or 
| Manufactures, we. ſhould ſtudy to let our People 
have in the. cheapeſt manner, that the. Poor may 
maintain themſelves. by their Labour without 
burdening the Rich, and raiſe Taxes only on the 
Luxurious; and, if low Prices rather prevent 
than encourage the Conſumption of foreign Va- 
nities, why ſhould we recommend them by rai- 
ling an Eſteem for them with high Cuſtorns ? 
Let us politically, like the wiſe Dutch, tempt 
Foreigners to encourage our Manufactures, pay 
our Ships Freights, and to our Merchants Com- 
miſſion, and Ware-houſe-rent for the Goods 
ey lodge here upon Speculation ;. no Con- 
cern of ours what they are, we muſt get by them, 
do ſhall our Poor have full Employment, o r 
Country become the Storchouſe, and our Sailors 
the Cairiers of the World. 
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ning together to raiſe extravagant Wages for La- : 
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Third PROPOSAL 


'To aboliſh our Monopolies, unite Ireland, and 


put all the Subjects of theſe three Kingdoms on 


the ſame Footing in Trade. 
By aboliſhing Monopolies, I only mean all ex- | 


with a large joint Stock who chooſe it, but that 
every one ſhould trade i in the manner he found moſt 
beneficial. 

Of the Benefits arifing 57 aboliſhing Monopo- 
lies. &c. 

Firſt, It will increaſe Trade. 

By reſtoring our People to their natural Rights, 
and allowing them to gain, by their Induſtry, an 
honeſt Livelihood, wherever they can find it. 

By preventing any Set of People from combi- 


bour, or Prices of Goods. 

By furniſhing us with the cheapeſt Wedel te 
and 5 the cheapeſt Freights, the Market being 
open for all. 

taking away from our Goods al their pre- 
ſent fictitioùs Value „whereby their Cheapneſs muſt 
prodigiouſly increaſe their Want; eſpecially the 
Woollens, whereby the Price of Wool will be 
raif:d, and its Smuggling prevented. 


By leſſening the French and Dutch Woollen- T 
Trades, in depriving the People of our Wool to = 
aſſort their Goods. | fb 

By extending our Commerce to her dente ö 
Parts of the Globe, where it now languiſnes. S 

By ruining all foreign Eaſt-India Companies . 
who could not ſupport themſelves againſt our Free- 1 
Traders. * 

By increaſing the Number of Buyers at home * 


ſor our Goods, "conſequently raiſe their Value; 3 
Company | bei ing but one Buyer. By 


„„ re 


circulating but of NE 
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By.increafing the Number of Buyers abroad ; 
private Dealers trade at a leſs Expence than Com- 


panies, and puſhing againſt one another, muſt ſell 


for reaſonable Profits,. whereby a greater Vent is 
given to our Goods. 

By gaining us the Herring-Fiſhery, for the Rea-- 
ſons mentioned in Page 104. | 

By increaſing our Navigation vaſtly ;| for by the 
Fiſhery,. and by opening the Eaſt-India and Tur- 
key Trades, twenty Ships would be employed where 
one is now.. "There go above twenty private Ships: 
to Africa, to one the Company ſends. 

By opening the Woollen-Trade of Ireland, that 


| of Britain. will receive Benefit (though the contrary 


is the commonOpinion) which J prove thus, ſuppoſe: 

one Pack of Iriſh Wool of 61. Value, to make four 

Cloths,. that Pack of Wool being Smuggled to 

France works up two Packs of French Wool ma- 

king altogether twelve Cloths. | 
A Pack of Iriſh Wool Smuggled to 

France, hinders the Sale of twelve Engliſh 

Cloths, ſuppoſing them of 61, Value each, 

prevents the circulating of 3.1166 
A Pack of Wool Manufactured in Ire- © 


land, can hinder the Sale but of four Eng- 


liſn Cloths at 61. each; can prevent the 
apes 7 = 9B 
er es The Difference is { 48 
It is computed that one Third of what 
Ireland gets centers here at laſt, which on 
the four Cloths at 6 1. each, making 241. is 8 
The Benefit that England receives by e- 
very Pack of Wool manufactured in Ire- —— 
land, inſtead of being run to France, is / 56 
The Wool of France is too coarſe to manufac* 
ture for Exportation, but being mixt with Iriſh, 
makes ſaleable Cloth; every four Cloths exported. 
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from Ireland as above, ſtops the Exportation of 


twelve French Cloths ; the foreign Conſumption 


is ſtill the ſame, let who will ſupply the Market : 
Ireland can export no more Manufactures of our 
Sorts than it grows Wool, for were the Engliſh 
untaxed, and unmonopolized, they would manu- 
facture all their own Wool; if twelve Cloths are 
wanted at any Market, and Ireland can ſupply but 
four, and France for want of Iriſh Wool, not 
any ; Britain muſt ſupply the remaining eight. 

By an Union with Ireland, the "Taxes on Bri- 


| tain will be leſſened for the preſent, whereby they 


will contribute to make our Goods ftill cheaper, 
conſequently more vendible : The Iriſh now pay 


no Taxes to the general, but only to their private 


Support : whereas, the greater the Number of 
People are by whom a Sum is to be raiſed, the 
lighter. it falls on each; and the more the Iriſh 
flouriſhed on the Deſtruction of the French Trade, 
the more would they be enabled to eaſe the I axes 


of rhe People in general, whereby all being on the 


ſame happy Footing, no Diſcontent could ariſe, 
but a general Improvement ſpread over the three 
Kingdoms, without Prejudice to each other. 
Secondly, It will employ our Poor. | 
This is a Conſequence of the laſt Remark, for the 
more ManufaQures, Navigation, and Fiſheries 
flouriſh, the greater Employment they provide for 


the Poor. 


Thirdly, It will increaſe the Stock of People. 
This is a Conſequence of the firſt Remark, for 
whevever. Trade is moſt free, the People flock; it 


the Door be opened to receive, whatever Sailors, 


Fiſhermen, and Manufacturers we want, will be 
drawn in 7 5 e 
Fourthly, It will increaſe our Riches. 
This is a Conſequence of the foregoing Remarks, 
for the aboliſhing Monopolies making our Goods 
| cheaper, 


Decline of the Fox EIN TR ADE. 137 
of cheaper, and at the ſame time opening the Trade 
Mn of the whole World to vend them in; Foreigners 
muſt be more indebted to us, and the People that 


ur flock here teaching us new Manufactures, or im- 
ſh proving ſome of thoſe we already have, our Wants 
U- muſt grow leſs, and the general Balance of Trade 
re be hrought more in our Favour. 


By opening the Trade of Ireland, which Coun- 
try being too poor to give it the Extent it is capa- 
ble of, muſt therefore be carried on for Years to 
come by Engliſh Stocks, conſequently a great part 
of the Profit of it muſt fall into the Hands of the 
Engliſh Merchants; add to which, that about one 
Third of what Ireland gets, is ſent here for Goods, 
or ſpent by Abſentees, therefore the richer Ireland 
grows, the richer muſt Britain become. | 

Fifthly, It will increaſe the Value of our Lands. 

This is a Conſequence of all the above Remarks; 
for whatever cauſes Trade, employs our Poor, in- 
creaſes the Stock of People, and increaſes our 
Riches, muſt increaſe the Value of our Lands; for 
the Proof of which the Reader is referred to Page 
111. ; „ 

The aboliſhing Monopolies is proved to be the 
. Canſe of Trade, which is the Cauſe of all other 
Remarks; therefore the aboliſhing Monopolies is a 
great Increaſer of the Value of Lands. = 
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Fourth PR OP OS AL. 


for To withdraw the Bounties on exported Corn, 
if and to erect publick Magazines of Corn in every 

ns, County, 5 2 Fun 

be Having ſhewn the Prejudice we do our Trade in 


feeding Foreigners cheaper by Bounties than our 
own People, and that the Pretence of keeping up 
the Value of Lands by any Method that hurts 
Trade muſt prove fallacious, I ſhall now ſhew 

| a | how 
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bow their Value may. be kept up without any: 


Bounties, 9. 
By permitting each County to form a Company 


at 100 1. each Share, to erect Magazines of Corn, 
to be managed by twelve or more Directors, 5 part 
of whom. to go out yearly, uncapable ever to be 


elected again, their Shares to remain one Year un- 


ſold after they go out, as a Security for their paſt 


Conduct. 
No Perſon capable of being choſe a Director 


who is not poſſeſſed of Ten Shares. 
Every Share to have a Vote for Directors. 


That the Stock be not leſs than one Quarter of 
Wheat for each Head in the County, after the 


Computation of 5 Perſons to each Houſe. 


That they never buy but at uy 8. per Quarter of 


W heat-preciſely.. 
That they never ſell but at 36 s. per Quarter of 
Wheat preciſely. 

Except that to prevent its Spolling; with the 


Conſent of a General Court, they may ſell the 


old Corn, and replace the ſame Quantity of new. 

That they never ſell but to the Millers of the 
County, who ſhall give Security to grind the 
Wheat and nct export the Flour, 

That they never ſell more per Week than the 


52d part of the Corn they have in the Magazines 


at the time of opening. 
That their General-Courts be impowered to 
enact By-Laws. 
Of the Benefits ariſing by ereAing publick Mar 
gazines of Corn. 
1. It will increaſe Tr: ide. 
By creating this new Branch which we never 
yet had, and by which. the Dutch reap great Ad- 
vantage, and it connot fail anſwering the ſame to 
us ; for with regard to the Proprietors it may be 


obſerved, That this is a ſolid Trade, not liable to 
S:izures 
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geizures at the Caprice of foreign Princes, to Cap- 
tures by Privateers, to Storms and Shipwrecks at 
dea, or to the Frauds of Officers in remote Coun- 
tries; here the Provident, who ſtore up the Ex- 
ceſs of the Bounties of Nature againſt the unavoid - 
able Calamities of bad Seaſons, beſides the Plea- 
ſure of ſeeing our own. People fully ſupplied, whilſt 
our Neighbours are complaining, will be benefited 
in their Incomes, not by grinding the Faces of the 
Poor, but by preventing their Miſeries ; and as 
Corn is ſeldom many Years together under 36 8. the 
Magazines may pay better Intereſt than any of our 
preſent Funds. 2 a 

By rendering all our other Laws relating to the 
Importing, Engroſſing, Exporting, Cc. of Corn, 
needleſs ; for when the fictitious Value of our 
Goods is taken away, we can raiſe Corn as cheap 
or cheaper than our . Neighbours, therefore none 
can be imported for our own Conſumption to fink 
the Value of our Lands, but only upon Speculation | 
for better Markets abroad, which a Free- Port | 
Trade giving Encouragement to, we ſhould have 2 
thereby more Corn in more Hands in the Nation 
than' at preſent, conſequently be lefs liable to be 
impoſed on by Engrofiers, who even could afford 
| to ſel] to our own People 10 or 15 per Cent chea- 

J per than to Foreigners by the Freight, Charges, 
and Riſk being ſaved ; and when any Demand 

happens, having not only our own publick Maga- 

[Zines for our own Supply, but alſo more private 
[Granaries, the Exportation of Corn, ſo far from 

ting dangerous, mult create a Trade vaſtly bene- 

cial, 55 e 5 

By encouraging Manufactures, as being a means 
to keep Labour low; for as the Income muſt bear 
its Proportion to the neceſſary Expence, when 
Corn in bad Years is dear with our Neighbours, -4 
their Labour, and conſ:quently their Manufactu 5 ; | 

45 mul 


- — Ix 22 
„ — 


of the Carrying-Trade muſt we get; beſides th: 
Markets, and its Re- exportation when the Markets 


a vaſt number of Ships. 


ſure prevented, and the Granaries and Corn- Trade 


try, the more People will be drawn in to partake 


** | As Wan on the cala of the. 


muſt grow dear in proportion ; whilſt our own 
People being ſupplied cheap from the Magazines, v 
are able by cheap Labour to bring their Manu- © 
factures cheap to Market, whereby they make their * 
way againſt Foreigners, and eſtabliſh. a Reputation Q 
difficult to be removed, 

By encouraging our Navigation; for as Freights H 


muſt bear a proportion to the Ship's Expence, ſo of 
by this Method our Ship-Owners in general will 


be furniſhed with Biſcuit cheaper than either French Ne 
or Dutch, and the cheaper our Freights the more 


Importation of Corn upon Speculation for better 
are advanced; muſt give- conſtant r ment to 


2. It will employ our Poor. 

This is a Conſequence of the laſt Remarks for 
the cheaper Labour can be performed, the morecon- 
ſtant Employment will be found; and this being 
a means to feed the Poor cheaper i in Times of Scar- 
city than Foreigners, can give no pretence of rai 
ſing their Wages above them, but the Miſeries the 
Poor now ſuffer in hard Winters be in a great mes - 


will furniſh Employment to great numbers of Sai- 
lors, Watermen, Carmen, &c. Goc. 
. It will increaſe the Stock of People. 

This is a Conſequence of the encouraging Trade 
and employing the Poor, as has been before proved; 
to which may be added, That all Times of Scat- 
city produce Diſtempers which carry oft great 
Numbers of People, whereas this will prevent that 
Calamity, conſequently .preſerve many Lives; and 
the better the Means of Living are in any Coun: 


of them. 
4. l 
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4. It will increaſe our Riches. 3 
n By bringing in vaſt Sums of Money in ſcarce 
es, Years from Foreigners. Sir Valter Raleigh, in his 
u- Obfervations on Trade, preſented to King James I. 
eit i ſays, That Amſterdam is never without 100,000 
on Quarters of. Corn; a Dearth in England, France, 

Italy, or Portugal, is truely obſerved to enrich _ 
hes Holland for ſeven Years after; that in a Scarcity 
o of Corn in his Time, the Hamburghers, Embde- 
vil ners, and Dutch, out of their Storehouſes furniſh- 
ich ed this Kingdom, and from Southampton, Exeter, 
oe Wl and Briſtol, in a Year and a half, carried away 
near 200,000 J. and he computes their Supply then 
for the whole Kingdom carried away Ewo Millions. 
Had Magazines of Corn been erected ſome Years 
ago, what immenſe Sums might we not have 
brought into the Nation in the Year, 1740? | 

5. It will increaſe the Value of our Lands. 

This is a Conſequence of all the above Remarks; 


pn. for whatever cauſes Trade, employs our Poor, 
eing Wl increaſes the Stock of People, and increaſes our 
cal” WF Riches, muſt increaſe the Value of our Lands, ſor 
wn the Proof of which the Reader is referred to Page 
111, 5 | 

Net The erecting Publick Magazines of Corn is 


rade 


IX proved to be the Cauſe of Trade, which is the 


Cauſe of all the other Remarks ; therefore the 
erecting Publick Magazines of Corn is a great In- 
creaſer of the Value of Lande. 
This Propoſal will prevent the Ptice of Wheat 
from ever ſinking ſo low as to ruin the Farmer, 
but on the contrary, keep up à good Price that 
nuſt even increaſe the preſent natural Value of our 
Land 3 24 s. per Quarter of Wheat, Taxes, &c. 
taken off, being as good a Price as 36 s. now, if 
Pot better; at which laſt Price if Wheat could be 
Kept now, the Value of our Lands would rife 
| | | COll- 
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their Quarter-Seſſions, or otherwiſe. 
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conſiderably, conſequently muſt do the ſame when 
a Price equivalent to it is conſtantly preſerved. 


Fifth PROPOSAL, 


To diſcourage Idleneſs by well regulating our 


Poor. 
Sir Fo/iah Child's Scheme in his Diſcourſe on Trad, 
-hap. 2, ſeems very conducive to this, with ſome 


few Additions. 


That there be a Corporation eſtabliſhed in every 
County for regulating the Poor, to conſiſt of Fifty 
Perſons with perpetual Succeſſion, to be ſtiled Fa- 
thers of the Poor. _ _ | 8 P 
That the ſaid Number of fifty be conſtantly fi. 
led up by the Election of the Freeholders once a 

„ oh | | PRE 
That all the Pariſh Officers within each County 
ſubordinate and accountable to their reſpeCtive- 


* 


Co nen | . e 
Ihat the ſaid Corporations have power to aflels 
and compel the Payment from every Pariſh in theit 


County of the Medium of the Poor's Rates raiſed 
in the three Years preceding. | ALY 
That e part of the ſaid Sum be abated yearly, 


until the whole in ten Years time be done away, 


and the Poor maintained by the Donations of ths 
Charitable only. 885 | = 
That each Corporation. do appoint a Treaſurer 
to receive the Alins of all charitably diſpoſed Pet- 
fons. 882 
That the ſaid Corporations have power to put 
chaſe Lands, erect Workhouſes, Hoſpitals, Work. 


ing Schools, Houſes of Correction, and to exerciſ 
all other Powers relating to the Poor, that am 


Number of Juſtices of the Peace may now do in 


Thut 
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N That they .receive none but Infants, and Per- 
ſons well recommended for their Diligence and So- 
briety, as proper Objects. 

That each of the Fad Fathers of the Poor have 

power to commit any Vagrant, or Perſon not 

ur i having: a * viſible Eſtate or Trade, and their own 
diſorderly Poor, to the County Goal. | 

de, That the ſaid Cen be bailable. | 

me That at the Aſſizes for the Counties the Perfons 

Names ſo committed be called over, and thoſe who 

cannot give a good Account of thenifelyes be tran- 

ſported tor-three” Tears 

That the ſaid Corporations dae swer to ad- 
mit as Members, having equal Power with thoſe 
elected, every Perſon paying in 1000. to the Poors 
Uſe. 

Licks Seven or more Fathers of the Poor do make 
a Court. 

That every Miniſter and Eflicrchwarden go to- 
gether once a Verr to every Houſe in their Pariſh 
to collect the Alms of charitably diſpoſed Perſons,” 
entering the ſame in a Book. 

That the whole Collection being made, the 
Money be remitted to the Corporation the Pariſh, 
1560 5 to, with the ſaid Book ſigned by the faid 
iniſter and Churchwardens. 

That all Money given for the Poor be accounted 

jacred, and that it be Felony to miſapply, conceal], ' 

nd, or convert it to any other Uſe. or Purpoſe 
hatſoever. 

97 every Corporation do publiſh its Accounts 

yearly, 

That whatever the faid Corporations buy or 

— be publickly advertiſed to the low eſt Con- b 

tactor. 

That whatever the aid Corphrations diſpoſe of ; 

e advertiſed to be fold i publick Auction to the 5 

el Bidder, | | 

That 
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That whenever they want Money, or whenever 
a time of general Calamity brings an an extraordi- 
nary Charge, they take care to give gublick No- 
tice thereof, to ſtir up the Charity of all good 


People to relieve their diſtreſſed and ſtarving Bre- 


thren. 


Ot the. Benefits ariſing by well regulating our Poor. 


1. It will increaſe Trade. 

For our Poor ſeeing that no idle Vagrants can 
live here, but muſt be tranſported, and that none 
but thoſe well recommended for their Diligence 


and Sobriety can be maintained by the Fathers of 


the Poor in Sickneſs or Old Age, they muſt of ne- 
ceſſity become frugal, induſtrious, and work at 
ſuch Prices as Trade will afford; not ſpend half of 


their Wages. in Drink (as the  Britih Merchant, 


Vol. x. p. 7. aſſerts it to be well known ours do) 
whereby na Nation can out- rival us on account of 
the Plenty of Proviſions of all ſorts. that our Coun- 


try- abounds with, and its Natural Advantages:for 
Trade ſuperior to any Nation, the Exemption- | 
from Oppreſſion by Taxes, the Advantage of a. 


Free-Port, and other good Regulations offered by 


theſe Propoſals; ſo that our Poor, by abating their 


Luxury and Idleneſs, will be able to work as cheap 
as any People, the Conſequence of which is a cer- 
tain Increaſe of Trade. „ 
By taking off our burdenſome and unjuſt Poors 
Rates on the Induſtrious, who now maintain the 
Idle, our Goods will become cheaper, conſequently 
more vendible. e | 
2. It will emplny our Poor. 12 
This is a Conſequence of the laſt Remark; for 
as it is certain that they who bring their Goods 


the cheapeſt to Market will have the maſt Trade, 


ſo thoſe that work the cheapeſt muſt have the moſt 
Employment; 
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Employment; for 1. It will be more conſtant by 
being cheaper. 2. Though they receive a leſs 
number of Pence for Wages, yet they will be more 
valuable by the Prices of Neceſſaries being freed 
from Taxes with their Conſequences. 3. The 
Poor being by this Propoſal inured to Labour and 
reſtrained from Idleneſs, they will work more and 
ſpend leſs, therefore be enabled to lay up a better 
Proviſion for their Families than they now do. 
3. It will increaſe the Stock of People. 

Though this has been proved before to be a certain 
Conſequence of the two former Remarks, yet as 
ſome People, out of a falſe Tenderneſs, may think 
that the. tranſporting of many Vagrants may depo- 
pulate the Nation, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew the 
contrary, _ 55 1 

1. Idleneſs is the Root of all Evil, and two of 
the Puniſhments of Evil-doers with us are Hanging 
and Tranſportation, ſo that Idleneſs deprives us of 
many People ; but this Propoſal tending in its na- 
ture to make our People frugal and induftrious, will 
preſerve and ſave many from thoſe two Calamities. 

2. Idleneſs brings on Want, Diſeaſes, Death, 
and thins a Nation; but Frugality and Induſtry 
_ cauſe Plenty, Health, Long-life, and people a 

Country. ET = „„ 

3. Idleneſs diſables Men from ſupporting a Fa- 
mily, therefore prevents Marriage; Frugality and 
Induſtry enable Men to marry and ſtock a Country 
with People. N 5 

4. If this Propoſal drives away the Idle ſo much 
the better, they are a Burden inſtead of a Benefit 
to the Community; it will ſupply their Places bß 
increaſing Trade with more deſerving People from 
our Neighbours, agreeable to this Maxim, © Such 

* as your Employment is for People, ſo many will 
your People be.“ | 

1 50 5 When 
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5. When our People ſee that Idleneſs is deemed 


a Crime, and puniſhed accordingly, but that Fru- 


gality and Induſtry are Virtues, rewarded with 
good Wages and a comfortable Subſiſtance, a tho- 
rough Reformation mult enſue among them, the 
Idle be few, and this Objection vaniſh, 

4. It will increaſe our Riches. 

This is a Conſequence of the other Remarks, 
and of the Propoſal itſelf, which tends to make 


our People induſtrious; the Hand of the, Diligent | 
maketh rich, and the greater number of diligent | 


Hands we have, the more Riches we ſhall get. 
It will increaſe the Value of our Lands. 


This is a Conſequence of all the above Remarks; | 
for whatever cauſes Trade, employs the Poor, in- | 
.creaſes the Stock of People, and increaſes our Rich- | 
es, muſt increaſe the Value of our Lands; for the | 


Proofs of which the Reader is referred to p. 111. 


The well regulating our Poor is proved to be the | 
| Cauſe of Trade, which is the Cauſe of all the other 
Remarks, therefore the well regulating our Poor is | 


a great Increaſer of the Value of Lands. 


Objection. But perhaps it will be ſaid, That the | 
Yar being left to ſub ut cn Charity only, will be | 


ſtarved. 


To this T anſwer, That the great number of idle 
Beggars we now voluntarily maintain proves the 
contrary; that in all times of general Calamities } 

our Charity is eminent, as Sir Yeah Child fays it MI 
was after the Fire of London, and was found but 
lately in the hard Winter; beſides, the Fathers of 
the Poor hereby propoſed being Perſons of Charac- 
ter and Fortune, will for their own Honour, by 
their delicate Senſe of Publick Good, and their} 
Love for true Charity, take care to, diſtinguiſh} 
bet ween the real and pretended Objects of Want, 
by which the Numbers of the former will appear 
to be but few, and they by good Management 
maintained} 
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maintained at a ſmall Expence, whereby the En- 
couragement to Charity will be vaſtly increaſed by 
People knowing certainly where to give their Mo- 
ney to do good, the want of which certain Know- 
ledge is a great Damp to our Charity at preſent. 
Therefore as we now maintain voluntarily more 
idle People than really want, there can be no doubt 
but they will, when reduced to proper Objects on- 
ly, be ſufficiently provided for. GE Ts + 


Sith PROPOSAL, 


To make our Silver the only current Legal Mo- 


ney, at a fixed Rate, and let Gold find its own 


Value. | 
Of the Benefits ariſing by making our Silver the 
only current legal Money. 


1. It will increaſe Trade. | 
By taking away the ill- fixed Proportion between 


our Gold and Silver Coins, the latter being current 
at near © per Cent, leſs than their Market-Value, 


which great Profit being removed, more of it will 
remain in the Nation for the Service of Trade, for 
Money being the Meaſure of Commerce, the more 
of it there is in a Nation, the quicker its Circula- 
tion will be, which is the Life of Trade. 

2, It will employ our Poor. 

3. It will increaſe the Stock of People. 

Theſe having been already proved to be the Con- 
ſequences of the Increaſe of Trade, the Reader is 
referred back to theſe Heads in the Remarks on the 
toregoing Propoſals. Pe” 

g. It will increaſe our Riches. 


Nation's 


By preventing Foreigners from carrying away 
our Gold and Silver for leſs than their real Value, 
aud by keeping equal Proportions of them for the 
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Nation's Uſe; whereas now by having ſuffered 
Foreigners to ſteal away 109. worth of our Silver 
for to pay themſelves only a 100]. Debt, our Sil- 
ver Coin is grown exceeding ſcarce. 

By taking the Advantage of getting from any 
Nation that keeps a fixed Proportion hetween its 
Gold and Silver, either of thoſe Metals that was 
current for leſs than its Market- Value, as Foreign- 

ers now do by our Silver. | | 

Bi. It will increaſe the Value of our Lands. 
This is a Conſequence of all the above Re- 
marks; for whatever cauſes Trade, employs our 
Poor, increaſes the Stock of People, and increaſes 


our Riches, muſt increaſe the Value of our Lands; 


for the Proofs of which the Reader is referred to 
P. III. 5 5 5 
The making our Silver the only current legal 
Money is proved to be the Cauſe of Trade, which 
is the Cauſe of all the other Remarks; therefore 
the making our Silver the only current legal Money 
is a great Increaſer of the Value of Lands. 
Mr. Locke, in his Conſiderations of the e 


ces of the Inwering of Intereſt and raiſing the Value of | 


Money, p. 167, remarks, that People would be 
ready to ſay, * Would you have Gold kept out of 
England, or being here would you have it uſeleſs 
© to Trade, and muſt there be no Money made of 


it? I anſwer, Quite the contrary, It is fit the | 


Kingdom ſhould make uſe of the Treaſure it 


has; it is neceſſary your Gold ſhould be coined, | 
and have the King's Stamp upon it to ſecure Men | 
in receiving it, that there is ſo much Gold in | 


have a fixed Value put on it by Publick Autho- 
rity ; it is not convenient that it ſhould in its 
varying Proportion have a ſettled Price; let 
Gold, as other Commodities, find its own Rate; 
and when by the King's Image and Inſcription, 

| b it 
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© it carries with it a publick Aſſurance of its 
Weight and Fineneſs, the Gold ' ſo coined will 
* never fail to paſs at the known Market-Rate. 


Seventh PROPOSAL. g 


To prevent 00 Law-Suits 890 raining. 
Traders, by erecting Court-Merchants i in Tradi ing- 
Towns. 

Sir Fofiah Child, in his excellent Hook: on Trade, 
has given a Scheme of a Court-Merchant for the 
City of London, for the ſpeedy, eaſy, and cheap de- 
ciding of Differences between Merchants, Mafters 

of Ships, Seamen, Sc. VIZ. 
© That the Liverymen in their Common- Hall 
* do chooſe twelve Merchants for Judiciary Mer- 
© chants, 
© That every Year ſix do go off -in courſe, and 
© fix new be choſe; all the twelve old ones to be 
put up, but only the fix that have the moſt Votes 
© to continue, 
_ © That any three make a Court. 
That in any Caſe determined by a leſs Num- 
; * ber than ſeven there may be an Appeal to ſeven or 
more, which Appeal to be final.“ 
For the reſt, vide his Book on Trade, p· 141. 


Of the Benefits ariſing by a G eee 


1. It will increaſe Trade. 

By ſaving thgſe vaſt Sums of Money i in Traders 
Pockets, to carry on Trade, which are now taken 
irom them often to. their utter Ruin, by the Ex- 
penſiveneſs of Law-Proceedings. ; 

By ſaving that time for Buſineſs, which Traders 
b WI valte in attending dilatory Law-ouits; a Trader's 
„ume is bis Bread, 


it | II Sy | By 


- 


170 An Ess av on the Cauſes of the 


By inviting Men to become and continue Mer- 


chants, when Differences: can ſo cheaply and eaſily | 


be decided. 
By preventing Injuſtice in Maſters of Ships, 


Frauds in Inſurances and Accounts, eſpecially in 


Partnerſhip, diſhonourable- Tricks in Bargains, 
Bills vf Exchange, fraudulent Bankruptcies, &c. 


for the Remedy being eaſy, and no Quibbles of Law 


for Shelter, but having always ſkilful Judges to de- 
cide Differences, Men would be deterred from at- 


tempting Villainies; and as the Reputation of our 


Honour grows high in the World, the fonder Fo- 
reigners will be of dealing with us, | 
2. It will employ the Poor. 
3. Te will increaſe the Stock of People. 
It will increaſe our Riches, 


Theſe having been already proved to be the Con- 


ſequences of the Increaſe of Trade, the Reader is 


referred back -fo theſe Heads, in the Remarks on 


the foregoing Propoſals. 
„It will increaſe the Value of our 3 


T his is a Conſequence of all the above Remarks, N 


for whatever cauſes Trade, employs our Poor, in- 


creaſes the Stock of People, and increaſes our 


Riches, muſt increaſe the Value of our Lands; for- 
the Proofs of which, the Reader i is referred to Page 
111. . 


A Court-Merchant is proved to be the Cauſe of g 


Trade, which is the Cauſe of all the other Remarks, 


therefore the erecting Court- Merchants in Trading 
Towns is a great Increaſer of the 8155 Lands. 


To pay off our Debt by poblick Bonds, bearing 
Intereſt, negotiable by®Indorſement, and Jiquida- | 


That 


ding part of « or Debts yearly, 


— 


Decline of the Foxzion TRADE. 17 
That an Office be opened at the Bank for re- 
ceiving Money from any Perfon or Perſons deſiring 


publick Bonds, which Money to be applied imme- 


diately to pay off our national redeemable Debts ; 


thoſe that bear the higheſt Rate of Intereſt and are 
of the longeſt ſtanding to be firſt paid off. 

That the ſaid Bonds, for the conveniency of 
Trade, be for any Sums not lower than 51. nor 
exceeding 1000. 

That they be divided into Claſſes according to 


their Rates of Intereſt. 


That the 0 Claſs dor not exceed 2 Millions gar bu 
| at 3 per Cent. 
4 at 22 per Cert, 

6 at 2 per Ceni. 

8 at 12 per Cent. 

10 at 1 fer Cent. 
ö for the Remainder of the Debt at: per C. 

That the Bonds of every Claſs be numbered. 


K = 


and the Numbers never altered. 


That the Intereſt be payable at the Yak 1 OY 
ever it be called for, and a new Bond given in the 
Name of the Perſon receiving it, with its original 
Number, and the Date the Intereſt is paid to. 

That the Bonds-be negotiable by Indorſement to 


any Creditor, and for any Tax to the Government. 


That the Bonds. for the Amount of both Princi- 
pal and Intereſt, be a legal Tender for any Tax, 
Bill of Exchange, Note, or any Debt whatſoever. 

That two Millions in time of War, and three 
Millions in time of Peace be granted yearly by Par- 
liament, one Moiety to pay the Intereſt of our re- 
deemable Debts and publick Bonds, and the Re- 


mainder to liquidate their Capitals as above. 


That the redeemable Debts being all converted 
into the above publick Bonds, the Surplus of the 
Money granted by Parliament after the Intereſt is 
paid, to be 225 to . 64 the Bonds; 1 

| | that 
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that bear-the higheſt Rate of Intereſt, and are of 

the longeſt ſtanding to be the firſt paid off. 

That publick Notice be given in the Gazette 

monthly, by the Bank, as Money ariſes, how far 

they can pay off the Bonds, ſpecifying the Number 4 
of the Claſs, and Number of the Bond they pay 

to; the Intereſt on all the included Numbers to a 

ceaſe and determine at the expiration of three f 

Months after ſuch Notice. „„ 5 b 

That a Contract be made with the Bank for the * 

Ac 

T 


Charges of Management. . 
That Accounts be delivered yearly to Parlia- 
ment by the Bank. e 
That a curious Stamp be added to the Bonds; 
for though their being negotiable by Indorſement 
only to Creditors, may make Forgery difficult, 
yet too much Caution cannot be uſed to prevent it 
antirely, and give the Bonds the greater Credit, 


Of the Benefits arifing by paying off our Debts by 
5555 publick Bonds 


1. It will increaſe Trade. | 
By putting our Debts that have almoſt ruined. 
us, on a Footing of being ſpeedily paid off with 
Honour. e ; 
By creating a Currency more valuable than our 
Coin, Money lying by brings in nothing, but al 
| theſe Bonds pay ſomething for keeping, and I pre- 
ſume that no Perſons (much leſs the Bank or the 
Bankers) would keep Money by them lying dead, 
when they could have current Bonds that bore only 
a half per Cent. Intereſt; would the Bank, who 
are computed to have always a dead Caſh of above 
one Million by them, refuſe making 5000). per 
Annum Profit of it at a half per Cent. in Bonds? 
could the Directors anſwer to the Proprietors the 
Neglect of not adding ſuch a Sum yearly to 8 
uſua 
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uſual Profits? would any Perſon take out a Bank- 
Note that bore no Intereſt, when he could have a 
Bond carry ing a half per Cent. and equally conve- 
nient, for any Trader would as ſoon give Change 
for theſe, as for a Bank- Nte?: 
y increaſing the Currency 6f the Nation; for 
as Trade always languiſhes where Money is ſcarce, 
ſo the Benefit by taking off all Monopolies might 
be defeated, for want of à proper Currency to carry 
on the flow of Trade thereby cauſed; whereas, 
adding an Increaſe of Currency to an Increaſe of 
Trade, muſt carry it to a greater Height than we 
ever yet knew. %%% OT a Hp 
By reducing the Intereſt of Money, which is a 
great Encouragement to Trade, by forcing People 
to Induſtry, who. would : otherwiſe live idle on the 
high Intereſt of their Money; whereas the Intereſt. 
of theſe Bonds ſinking gently to a. Degree too low 
to. indulge People in Idleneſs, the Poſſeſſors of taem 
who have not Lands to improve, muſt either find 
out new Branches of Frade, or ſtudy to improve 
the old; enter into Partnerſhip with Traders of 
Experience, or lend them. their Money to trade 
with, whereby private Credit will be increaſed, 
and our Traders enabled to buy at home with ready 
Money, and ſell at long Credit abroad, which will  |j 
make them ſteal away the Trade of all thoſe Na- [| 
tions whoſe high Intereſt: will riot, enable them to | 
do the ſame, and the lower the Intereſt the more | 
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moderate Profits our Traders can content them- 
ſelves with, whereby the Vent of our Goods muſt 
be increaſed; for was the natural Rate of Intereſt 
at 2 per Cent. a Trader who: borrowed Money 
would think 4 per Cent. good Profit; whereas he 
who borrows at 4 fer Cent. cannot be ſatisſied 
with leſs than 6 or 7, and muſt neglect all Trade. 
that will. not give that Profit, which the Dutch by il 
: Hh-3 = 2 | 


f 
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their low Intereſt are glad to undertake, and when 


our Caſe is the ſame, fo ſhall we. 
By making our People frugal ; for a low Rate of 
Intereſt forcing a low Profit in Trade, People's 


Expences muſt grow more moderate, and the leſs 


we conſume the more we ſhall have to ſell, which 
is the moſt ſolid way to make a Nation Rich. 

By gaining more Experience ; for low Profits 
raiſing Eftates lowly, Men cannot quit Buſineſs 
ſo ſoon for idle Country Lives as they do now, but 
muſt bring up their Children to their Buſineſs, in 


order to aſſiſt them in their old Age, which may 


£0 on to the fourth or fifth Generation, before an 
ſtate is raiſed to turn Country Eſquires upon, 
whereby a foreign Correſpondency with the belt 
Houſes, the Knowledge of proper Workmen, and 


the Characters of Maſters of Ships, are ſecured to 


the Son by the Father's Experience, conſequently 


rom ſuch a F oundation the utmoſt Skill 1 in Trade 


muſt be attained. 
2. It will employ our Poor. 
3. It will increaſe the Stock of People. 


Theſe having been already proved to be the 


Conſequences of the Increaſe of Trade, the Rea- 
der is referred back to theſe Heads in the Remarks 
on * foregoing Propoſals. 

It will increaſe our Riches. 
Not only as a Conſequence of the above Re- 


marks, but alſo by reducing thoſe vaſt Dividends | 
the foreign Proprietors of Stocks have now remit- | 
ted to them, whereby more Money will be kept in 


the Nation. 
It will increaſe the Value of our Lands. 
This i is a Conſequence of all the above Remarks, 


for whatever cauſes Trade, employs our Poor, in- 
creaſes the Stock of People, and increaſes our 


Riches, muſt increaſe the Value of our ny W | 
or 


eſtabliſhed to ſupply the Place of the Sums we may 
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for the Proofs of which the Reader is referred to 
p- Ill. 

The paying off our | Debts by publick Bonds + is 
proved to be the Cauſe of Trade, which is the 


Cauſe of all the other Remarks; therefore the pay- 


ing off our Debts by publick Bonds is a great In- 
creaſer of the Value of Lands, 


Beſides, where plenty of Currency is to be had, 


there it will be borrowed by the Land- dolders, 
and employed in different Manures, Cultures, 


Plantations, new Products, whereby yearly Im- 


provements will be made, and when the Corn 
Magazines are compleated, there being no other 
Employment for Money but in Trade or Lands, 
thoſe who did not underſtand Trade, or care to 


traſt their Money to thoſe who did, or who had 


raiſed ſufficient Eſtates by it, muſt become Purcha- 


ſers of Land, which Number by increaſing, muſt 


increaſe their Wal 


As by the Meaſures now verſiing: theſe King- 
doms are this Year 1742, drained of 500,000 J. 
for Subſidies to the Queen of Hungary, near the 


ſame Sum to maintain an Army in Flanders, and 
above 193,000 J. for Danes and Heſſians, making 
all together, 1,193,000 J. and unleſs a Peace 
enſues, as great Diſburſements are likely to - be 
made for ſome Years to come, which, conſi- 
dering the preſent Situation of our Trade, the Di- 
vidends remitted to the foreign Proprietors of our 
Stocks, and what our travelling Gentlemen ſpend, 

muſt make Money ſo ſcarce that the People will 
not be able to ſupport the Schemes of the Miniſtry, 


but the Supplies muſt fall ſhort, the Rate of Inte- 


reſt riſe, Trade decay, and Uſurers devour our 
Lands and Trade. 


Whereas by this Propoſal, a Currency will be 


fend 


„ 
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ſend abroad, the Intereſt of Money be brought tot 
down, whereby the Government may raiſe what- mz 
ever Sums they want at 3 per Gent, By the Plenty an 
of Bonds Trade will flouriſh, Goods be ſold chiefly Ing 
at Prompt-Payment or ſhort Credit, whereby a ©. £7 
quick Circulation will be made, the ſeveral Bran- Ce 
ches of the Revenue increaſed,, the Miniſtry's Poi 
Schemes well- ſupported, the Burden of the War er 
made eaſy to the People for the preſent, and the 0 
national Debts put in. a way of being liquidated in Plat 


a cheap. manner. ; 7p wit 
| ES the 
Ninth PROPOSAL eps 

To encourage our Plantations in raiſing.Growths, T 


by permitting their Exportation directly to any f n 
V/ ˙ c 
Our Colonies in America extend as far North, O 
and farther South than the Latitude of Europe, © t2tio 
and ſeem capable of raiſing all the European Exp 
Growths ; they might. be made ten times more ad- I. 
vantageous to us: than they now are, by conſuming | B. 
moſt of our Manufactures, and turning the gene- Plan 
ral Balance of Trade with Europe greatly in favour bur c 
of their Mother-Country, and be fixed on a Baſt Be 
that will prevent their manufacturing or rebelling I '*mp 
for Ages to come, as the following Method will ver 
demonſtrate. 1595 - 
That all unmanufaftured Growths whatſoever, exten 
and Bar-Iron, may be Shipped in our Plantations I taken 
in America, on board any Ship belonging to Britjh {ut 1 
Subjects, reſiding in Great-Britain or Ireland, that of the 
has cleared out in any Port of the ſame for our Hf our 
| Plantations in America, and may be carried to any Many 
part in Europ: directly, provided the Maiter be- they 
fore Clearance, takes out a Licence under the Grow 
Hands and Seals of the Commiſſioners of the Cui- ring 

| toms, 


Decline of the Rensen TRADE. 177 


toms, or any three of them (or if our Ports are 
made free, under the Hands and Seals of the Mayor 
and two of the Aldermen) for loading and carry- 
ing unmanufactured Growths and Bar-Iron ac- 


cordingly, which Licence muſt be granted upon a 


Certificate of the Collector and Comptroller ot the 
Port (or if our Ports are made free, of the Record- 
er or Town - Clerk) that Bond has been given that 
no Manufactures ſhall be taken on board at any 
Plantation, and that the Ship ſhall proceed directly, 
with the unmanufactured Growths, according to 


the Licence, and then proceed to Great-Britain or 


Ireland, before the returns to any Britiſb Planta- 
tion. 


The ather Regulations to be the fame as are 


now obſerved, with Reſpect to Rice ſhipped in 
Carolina or Georgia, for foreign Ports. 

Of the Benefits ariſing by encouraging our Plan- 
tations, in raiſing Growths, by permitting their 
Exportation directly to any Part of Earope. 

I. It will increaſe Trade. 

By deſtroying the Manufactures erected i in our 


Plantations, and cauſing a prodigious Demand tor 
our own. 


Becauſe the People in the Plantations being 
tempted with a free Market for their Growths all 
over Europe, will all betake themſelves to raiſe 


them, to anſwer the prodigious Demand of that 
extenſive Free Trade, and their Heads be quite 
taken off fromManufaQures, the only-thing in which 
out Intereſt can claſh with theirs ; for the Labour 


of their white People being at preſent very dear, 


if our Taxes and Monopolies were taken off, our 
Manufactures would come cheaper to them than 
they could make them, conſequently the raiſing 
Growths would yield better Profit than Manufac+ 
luring, the firſt be followed and the latter neglect- 


ed, 
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ed, whereby Cargoes will be continually ſhipped off 
for Europe, and no Veſſel being allowed to return 

without clearing out in Great-Britain or Ireland, 

vaſt Numbers of Ships will be continually doing of 
it, and they muſt either return in Balaſt, or take 


our ManufaQures, which they will ſooner choſe to . 


do upon the ſmalleſt Proſpet of Advantage, than 
get nothing back, whereby ſuch an Inundation of 


cheap manifaQured Goods at cheap Freights, wilt 
be continually poured in upon them, that their own | 
will be quite crampt, and in time forgot; belides, 
there muſt be a hrge Importation: of. Negroes to | 


raiſe theſe Growths in our Plantations, and of our 
Cloathing them accordingly. . 
Woollens ſold in Portugal is for the Br azils, and the 


great Conſumption of Woollens in the Brazil is 
by the Negroes, how much more then muſt not 


the Conſumpt ion be in our Plantations on the 


Continent, that are all of them rege than the 
Brazils? may not this be ſaid to be tranſplanting | 


of Men for our Benefit, by taking them from one 
Climate, where by its heat they want no Clothing, 


and carrying them to another where they cannot 


live without, nor be ſupplied by any but ourſelves? 
and there is Land enough in our Plantations to em- 
ploy a greater Number of Slaves than we can ſup- 
ply with our Manufactures, except we import 

foreign Materials, and as our northern Colonies 


ſupply the French and Spaniſh Plantations with great | 
Quantities of Proviſions, our People would have 


thereby Opportunities to introduce the cheaper Ma- 
nufactures of Britain, to which the faving the high 
European Duties would be vaſtly conducive. 
By increaſing our Navigation. 5 
For the great Demand for Negroes muſt employ 
more Ships in the African Trade, and as our Ships 


with Plantation-Cargoes, would ſwarm in the 
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Baltick and Mediterranean, ſuch Numbers wanting 
to make ſomething back to Great-Britain or Ire- 
laxd, would beat out the Ships of other Nations 


by low Freights, .and be the common Carriers of 


Eurege, or they would barter away their Cargoes 


for whatever offered to aſſort the Univerſal Store- 


houſe of their Mother-Country, 
. By preventing the People in our Plantations on 


the Continent rebelling for Ages to come, 
Becauſe having greater Freedoms in Trade al- 
lowed them than any other Nation in Europe allows 


its Colonies, they could not complain of Oppreſ- 


ſion, nor would, while their Trade was increaſing; 
and the more it increaſed, 'the ſtronger Checks we 
ſhould have on them to ſecure their good Behavi- 
our ; for as our.Sugar-Trade increaſed, by a Free 


Exportation being allowed the Iſlands, the more 


Negroes they would import, conſequently want 
the more Proviſions from the Colonies on the Con- 
tinent to maintain them ; the greater Variety of. 


Growths the latter raiſed the more the Bruif and 
Iriþ Markets would take off. People are always 


| afraid of offending good Cuſtomers, conſequently. 
the greater Damage they would receive by break- 
J ing with us, the more quiet they would grow. The 
Liberty of a direct Exportation to the Baltick and 


Mediterranean muſt increaſe their Trade vaſtly in 


thoſe Seas, which Advantages to them would be | 


intirely in our power to cut off; the former by 
keeping Cruizers off the North- Iſlands of Scotland, 


and the latter by Gibraltar; ſo that an Attempt to 


be independent of us would not only be contrary to 
their Intereſt, but downright Madneſs, 
But if things continue upon the preſent footing, 
ve oppreſſing them, and they manufacturing and 
grumbling, we cannot in Prudence depend upon 


the em long, conſidering what vaſt numbers of Fo- 


ji tigners go over yearly to ſettle among them. 


2. It 
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2. It will employ our Poor. 
. It will increaſe the Stock of People. CL 


Tpeſe having been already proved to be the Con- 


ſequences of the Increaſe of Trade, the Reader is 
referred back to theſe Heads in the Remarks on the 
foregoing Propoſals. ; 

4. It will increaſe our Riches, 

Not only as a Conſequence of the above Re- 
marks, but by our Plantations ſupplying part of 
thoſe Growths we now buy from Foreigners, by 
their having a more convenient Navigation to the 
Baltick and Mediterranean than they have to each 
other, by being cheap Ship-builders, by having 


Land for a Trifle, and by the cheap Labour of Ne- 
Kroes, they can ſupply the Baltic with the South- | 


ern Growths cheaper than the People on the Medi- 
terrancan, and this laſt with the Northern Growths 
cheaper than the People on the.Baltick ; the latter 
they already do in ſome Articles, and being oblig- 
ed to come and Jay out what they get in their Mo- 
ther-Country for their Home-Supply, all the Car- 
goes they furniſhed us and other Nations with, 


would be paid for in our own Manufactures, where- 


by we ſhould have no occaſion to ſend away our 
Money, but ſhould preſerve whatever we got, 
which, joined to a Free-Port Trade, cannot fail 
to turn the general Balance of Trade with Exrope 
greatly in our favour, 

It will increaſe the Value of our 1200 
This is a Conſequence of all the above Remarks; 
for whatever cauſes Trade, employs our Poor, in- 
creaſes the Stock of People, and increaſes our 
_ Riches, muſt increaſe the Value of our Lands; 
for the Proofs of which the Reader is referred to 
p. 111. 


The encouraging our Plantations in railing | 
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to any part of Europe, is proved to be the Cauſe of 


Trage, which is the Cauſe of all the other Re- 

marks; therefore the encouraging our Plantations. 

in raiſing Growths, by permitting their Exporta- 
tion directly to any part of Europe, is a great In- 


; ereaſer of the Value of Lands. 


Tenth PROPOSAL. 


To ere& a Drawing- School at the Publick Ex- 
Ros and not ſuffer the French to be the only 

eople of Taſte and Invention. 

If the French Artificers exceed us in the Deſign; 
it is owing chiefly to their Royal Drawing. School; 
but in the Execution we exceed moſt Nations,, 
which may be owing to our Workmen having: 
ſerved longer Apprenticeſhips than Foreigners. 


In Paris, before Boys are put Apprentices to 


Frades that requite Invention, they are ſent to the 
King's Drawing-School, whereby they become 
early excellent Draftſmen:: : And I have been 
informed, that when the Tradeſmen want a De- 
ſign for any curious Work, they go to the King's 
Drawing School and propoſe a Prize for it; the 
Youths are ſet to work, and he whoſe Draught the 


Workman takes has the Prize propoſed: What 


excellent Deſigns muſt not they be that are formed 


by youthful Fancy, ſpurred on with the Hope of 


Reward, corrected and adapted to the Work by: 
the mature Judgment of a e Who was: 
bred himſelf early to Drawing 


Of the Benefits iN by erecting a Drawing- 
School at the Publick Expence. 


1. It will increaſe our Trade: 
By improving the Genius of the People; for as. 
a Workman who has been bred a ge 00 Drafef- 
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man will be more ingenious in a Buſineſs that re- 

quires Skill in Drawing, than one ignorant of it, 

ſo his Work being better deſigned, will improve 

the Ingenuity of his Apprentices, who won't bear 

to ſee an ill-fancied Piece of Work; conſequently 

à Succeflion of ſkilful Artiſts will be raiſed, which 
is of infinite Benefit to a Trading- Nation ; 5 for 
_ unleſs the Workmanſhip of Goods be well fancied, 


and F oreigners brought to think them faſhionable, 


they won't find a quick Sale ; whereas now we 
ſend all our Cuſtomers to our Rival-Shop, France, 


by having it publickly known that we take our 


ZOO from thence. 
It will employ our Poor. 

5 7 It will increaſe the Stock of People. 

It will increaſe our Riches, 

| Theſe having been already proved to be the Con» 
ſequences of the Increaſe of Trade, the Reader 
is referred back to theſe Heads in the Remarks on 
the foregoing Propoſals. 

5. It will inereaſe the Value of Lands. : 

This is a Conſequence of all the above Remarks; 

for whatever cauſes Trade, employs the Poor, in- 


creaſes the Stock of People, and increaſes our 


Riches, muſt increaſe the Value of our Lands ; 


for the Proofs of which the Reader | is referred to 


EE; 

. The erecting a Drawing- School at the Publick 
Expence is proved to be the Cauſeof Trade, which 
is the Cauſe of all the other Remarks, therefore 
the ere ding a Drawing-School at the Publick Ex- 

| pence is a great Increaſer of the Value of Lands. 
Though this Article may be thought at firſt 
View to be too inconſiderable to find a Place a- 
mong the other Propoſals that ſeem to be of far 
greater Concern, yet upon mature Conſideration it 


Will 
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will appear to be of very great con ſequence, for in 
moſt Articles of Trade, beſides the Uſe propoſed, 
the Eye of Fancy-muſt be pleaſed, nay is often the 


firſt Inducement to buy; Goods that have the Re- 


putation of being the moſt faſhionable, will not 
only have the Preference at Market, which is a 


vaſt advantage, but alſo fetch the beſt Prices, by 


having many Articles thought faſhionable, all will 
be eſteemed ſo in time; and why fhould not the 


Britiſh Modes grow as prevalent as the French, when 


the ſame Means are taken to improve them? 


If we only conſider what Money moſt People 
ſpend in Superfluities, whoſe Values ariſe more 


from the Workmanſhip than the Material, the 
Amount and the Number of People thereby main- 


French draw yearly into their Country from all Na- 
worth our Attention; then as to Trade in general, 


greatly in Trade. 5 


7 Wl Eleventh PROPOSAL 

To] improve the Navigation of our Rivers as far 
« Has they are capable. 
h Though it be very advantageous to render as 
many Rivers navigable as poſſible, yet the joining 
* 


A = higheſt Benefit, we have ſome that immediate- 
? 75 require our Attention, viz. the joining the 


ames to the Avon, the Trent to the Severn „ and 
the Farth to he * | 


! 


$A 


tained, or in other words, the vaſt Sums that the 


tions for Works of Fancy only; theſe IT ſay will 
ſhew, that this Article of Faſhion is very well 


as one Article often helps off another, to increaſe 
in Taſte will undoubtedly be a means to Increaſe 


Rivers by Cuts or Canals in ſome Situations is of 
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Of the Benefits ariſing by i improving the Navige- 
tion of our Rivers as far as they are Capable. 


1. It will 1 Trade. 

By improving our Manufactures; for Wool, 
Hemp, Flax and Iron, being heavy bulky Com- 
modities, their Carriage makes a great part of 
their Price; as Carriage by. Water is far cheaper 
than by Land, the former muſt bring the Mate- 
Tials cheaper to the Workmen, and the Manufac- 
' tures cheaper from them to the Sea-Ports, to the 
great Encouragement of their Sale 4 in _— Coun- 
tries. 


of War, as it will cut ſhort ſome tedious Naviga- 
tions round our Coaſts, and carry many Goods 
ſafe within Land, that muſt otherwiſe make a 
long, hazardous, coaſting Voyage; our Coalters 
are weak defenceleſs Veſſels, navigated by few 
Men, and many Boys, which tempt Privateers to 
ſaap them up in time of War, and encourage our 
Enemies to fit out Ships to cruize on our Trade, 
which, as the Seas have been guarded of late Years, 
has turned. greatly to our Loſs ; whereas in caſe of 
a French War, Hull and London having a Commu- 


' nication by the Canals with Briſtal would rather 


trade by that Conveyance, than truſt their Goods 
on Veſlels uncapable of Defence; ; nor would thi 


jeſſen our Number of Sailors in time of War, who 


would find ſufficient Employment on board the 
King's Ships, whereby they would be quicker man- 


ned to defend their Country and offend its Enemies. 


2. It will employ our Poor. 
It will increafe the Stock of People. 
It will increaſe our Riches. _ 


4 heſe having been already proved to be the 


Con ſequences of the Increaſe of Trade, the * 
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By being a vaſt Security to our Trade in time 
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is. reſerred back to theſe Heads in the Remarks on 


the foregoing Propoſals. 
5. It will increaſe the Value of our Lands. 
This is. a Conſequence of all the above Remarks; 
for whatever cauſes Trade, employs the Poor, in- 
creaſes. the Stock of People, and increaſes our 


Riches, muſt increaſe the Value of our Lands; for 


the Proofs of which the Reader is referred to Page 


111. . 
- The improving the Navigation of our Rivers as 
far as they are capable is proved to be the Cauſe of 
Trade, which is the Cauſe of all the other Re- 
marks; therefore the improving the Navigation of 


our Rivers, as far as they are capable, is a great 
Increaſer of the Value of Landes. 
Beſides, this will improve the Lands themſelves, 


by affarding a cheap Carriage of all Sorts of Ma- 
nures, whereof the Charges of Carriage are ſome- 
times ten times the Value; and alſo by bringing 


the Produce of the Lands, which are always bulky 
Commodities, cheap to our own People, and the 


Superfluities for Exportation cheap to the Sea- 


coaſts, whereby a more conſtant Market will be 
. Having thus attempted to ſhew that our Natu- 
ral Advantages in Trade are undoubtedly ſuperior 
to any Nation's whatſoever; that if properly cul- 


tivated they would render us more formidable than 
France, conſequently than any Country in Europe; 


that if our Trade was quite Free, and thoſe vaſt 


Sums that now lie dead in our Funds circulating in 


Bonds, we ſhould raiſe an immenſe Trade all over 
the World, a vaſt Navigation for our Protection, 
increaſe the number of our People, give Employ- 


ment to all ourNoor, accumulate Riches yearly, 


and that all this cannot be done without vaſtly in- 
creaſing the Value of Lands, which in the Remarks 
on the ſeveral Propoſals I have endeavoured fully to 


prove, 
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prove, to the Conviction, I hope, of thoſe Gen- 
tlemen for whoſe Benefit this Efay chiefly was in- 
tended, viz, our Country-Gentlemen the Land- Þ 
holders of theſe three Kingdoms. Before conclu- 
ding I muſt repeat, That my chief Intent herein 
wus to remove that deſtructive Prejudice ariſing! 
from the falſe Diſtinction of Landed and Trading 
Intereſts, by ſhewing, That there neither is nor can 
be any difference of Intereſt between them; for 
> whatever clogs Trade muſt ſink the Value. of 
Lands, and that any Benefit to Trade, how re- 
mote ſoever it may ſeem from Land, will at laſt 
terminate in increaſing its Value ; therefore I dare 
boldly affirm, That the giving Trade the utmoſt 
Freedoms and Encouragements is the greateſt and 
molt folid Improvement of the Value of Lands. 7 - 
muſt be evident, ſays the Author of Britannia Lan- 
guens, p. 290, that were our Trade eaſed as our 
_ neighbour Nations, England would have the Superiori- 
ty, fince the ſame Cauſes muſt produce greater Effects 
in England, being invigorated-with theſe our National 
Advantages which no other Nation doth or can enjoy. 
Was our Trade eaſed and encouraged by the 
Propoſals beyond that of our Neighbours, to what 
a height of Riches and Power would not our Na- 
tural Advantages carry us? The Conſideration of 
which is hereby ſubmitted to the Legiſlature, 
which can whenever it pleaſes make us the moſt 
flouriſhing People in the World, © 
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